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In the mid-eighteenth century, most of the 
Mediterranean coastline and its hinterlands were 
controlled by the Ottoman Empire, a vast Islamic 
power regarded by Christian Europe with awe and 
fear. By the end of the First World War, however, this 
great civilisation had been completely subjugated, 
and its territories occupied by European powers. 

Sea of Troubles is the definitive account of the 
European conquest of the Levant and North Africa 
over three centuries. Ian Rutledge reveals the intense 
imperial rivalry between six European powers – 
Britain, France, Italy, Spain, Austria-Hungary and 
Russia – who all jostled for control of the trade, 
lands and wealth of the Islamic Mediterranean. 
The competition between these states made their 
conquest a far more difficult and extended task than 
they encountered elsewhere in the world. Yet, as 
new contenders entered the contest, and as rivalries 
intensified in the early twentieth century, events 
would spiral out of control as the continent headed 
towards the First World War.

Sea of Troubles
The European Conquest of the Islamic Mediterranean, c.1750–1918

Ian Rutledge

Ian Rutledge is an economist and historian, who previously taught at the Universities 
of London and Sheffield. Rutledge has devoted the past two decades to researching the 
economic and political history of the Middle East. His other works include the critically 
acclaimed Enemy on the Euphrates: The Battle for Iraq, 1914–1921.

A sweeping, compelling account of European imperialism that led to the Great 
War and fall of the Ottoman Empire

World Rights available 

August 2020
History/Imperialism

£25 HB 384pp
35 b&w images, 6 maps 
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Legacy of Empire
Britain’s Support of Zionism and the Creation of Israel

Gardner Thompson

World Rights available 

September 2019
History/Britain/Israel/Palestine

£20 HB Royal 352pp
5 maps / 15 b&w photographs

It is now more than seventy years since the creation 
of the state of Israel, yet its origins and the British 
Empire’s historic responsibility for Palestine remain 
little known. Confusion persists too as to the 
distinction between anti-Zionism and anti-Semitism. 
In Legacy of Empire, Gardner Thompson offers a 
clear-eyed review of political Zionism and Britain’s 
role in shaping the history of Palestine and Israel. 

Thompson explores why the British government 
adopted Zionism in the early twentieth century, 
issuing the Balfour Declaration in 1917 and then 
retaining it as the cornerstone of their rule in 
Palestine after the First World War. Despite evidence 
and warnings, over the next two decades Britain 
would facilitate the colonisation of Arab Palestine by 
Jewish immigrants, ultimately leading to a conflict 
which it could not contain. Britain’s response was 
to propose the partition of an ungovernable land: a 
‘two-state solution’ which – though endorsed by the 
United Nations after the Second World War – has 
so far brought into being neither two states nor a 
solution.

A highly readable and compelling account of 
Britain’s rule in Palestine, Legacy of Empire is essential 
for those wishing to better understand the roots of 
this enduring conflict.

Highly readable and compelling account of Britain’s imperial legacy in the 
Middle East

Gardner Thompson is a historian of British colonialism and a fellow of the Royal 
Historical Society. His other publications include Governing Uganda: British Colonial 
Rule and its Legacy and African Democracy: Its Origins and Development in Uganda, 
Kenya and Tanzania. 
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Midnight in Cairo
The Female Stars of Egypt’s Roaring 20s

Raphael Cormack

World Rights available 

May 2020
History/Egypt/Gender/Culture & Society

£20 HB 320pp

1920s Cairo: singers are pressing hit records, new 
theatres and dramatic troupes are springing up, and 
cabarets are packed – a counter-culture is on the rise. 
In bars, hash-dens and music halls, people of all classes 
and backgrounds come together as a passionate group 
of eccentrics, narcissists and idealists strive to entertain 
Egyptian society. 

Of these performers, Cairo’s biggest stars were female, 
and they asserted themselves on the stage like never 
before. Two of the most famous troupes were run by 
women; Badia Masabni’s dancehall became the hottest 
nightspot in town; pioneer of Egyptian cinema Aziza 
Amir made her stage debut; and legendary singer Umm 
Kulthum first rose to fame. It is these women, who 
knew both the opportunities and prejudices that this 
world offered, who best reveal this cosmopolitan and 
raucous city’s secrets.

Introducing a thrilling cast of characters, it reveals a 
world of revolutionary ideas and provocative art – one 
which laid the foundations of Arab popular culture 
today. It is a story of modern Cairo as we have never 
heard it before.

The captivating story of Egypt’s interwar nightlife and entertainment industry 
through the lives of its most pioneering women 

Raphael Cormack lived in Cairo for several years and his writing on Arabic literature, 
culture and history has appeared in the London Review of Books, Prospect, TLS and 
Apollo Magazine, among others. He is the co-editor of The Book of Khartoum and the 
editor of The Book of Cairo. 
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The Sultan’s Feast 
A Fifteenth-Century Egyptian Cookbook by Ibn Mubãrak Shãh

Edited, Translated and Introduced by Daniel L. Newman

World Rights available
 

April 2020
Bilingual Arabic-English

Classic Texts/Social History/Medieval 
Studies/Egypt/Middle East

£35 HB 288pp

The Arabic culinary tradition burst onto the scene 
in the middle of the tenth century when al-Warraq 
compiled The Book of Dishes, a culinary treatise 
containing over 600 recipes. It would take another 
three and half centuries for cookery books to be 
produced in the European continent. Until then, 
gastronomic writing remained the sole preserve of the 
Arab-Muslim world, with cooking manuals and recipe 
books being written across the region, from Baghdad in 
the East to Muslim Spain in the West.

A total of nine complete cookery books have survived 
from this time, containing nearly three thousand 
recipes. First published in the fifteenth century, The 
Sultan’s Feast by the Egyptian Ibn Mubarak Shah 
features more than 330 recipes, from bread-making and 
savoury stews, to sweets, pickling and aromatics, as well 
as tips on a range of topics. This culinary treatise reveals 
the history of gastronomy in Arab culture. 

Daniel L. Newman holds the Chair of Arabic Studies at the University of Durham, UK. 
His publications include An Imam in Paris: Account of a Stay in France by An Egyptian 
Cleric, The Sultan’s Sex Potions: Arab Aphrodisiacs in the Middle Ages and Modern 
Arabic Short Stories: A Bilingual Reader (with Ronak Husni), all by Saqi Books. 

Available in English for the first time, this bilingual volume offers a unique 
insight into the world of medieval Arabic gastronomic writing
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Striking from the Margins 
State, Religion and Devolution of Authority in the Middle East

Edited by Aziz Al-Azmeh, Nadia Al-Bagdadi, Harout Akdedian and Harith Hasan

World Rights available 

August 2020 
Politics / Society

£45 PB 480pp

Since the collapse of the Soviet Union, the Arab world 
has undergone a series of radical transformations. One 
of the most significant is the resurgence of activist 
and puritanical forms of religion presenting as viable 
alternatives to existing social, cultural and political 
practices. The rise in sectarianism and violence in the 
name of religion has left scholars searching for adequate 
conceptual tools that might generate a clearer insight 
into these interconnected conflicts. 

In Striking from the Margins, leading authorities in their 
field propose new analytical frameworks to facilitate 
greater understanding of the fragmentation and 
devolution of the state in the Arab world. Challenging 
the revival of well-worn theories in cultural and 
post-colonial studies, they provide novel contributions 
on issues ranging from military formations, political 
violence in urban and rural settings, transregional war 
economies, the crystallisation of sect-based authorities 
and the restructuring of tribal networks.

Aziz Al-Azmeh is Professor Emeritus and Distinguished Visiting Professor in the 
Department of History at the Central European University (CEU), Hungary.  Nadia Al-
Bagdadi is Professor of History and Director of the Institute of Advanced Study at CEU.

This timely volume offers a new approach to the study of the volatile  
social and political landscapes in the Middle East
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Colour, Light and Wonder in Islamic Art
 

Idries Trevathan

World Rights available

February 2020
Art / Islam

£45 HB 288pp
30 colour illustrations

The experience of colour in Islamic visual culture has 
historically been overlooked. In this new approach, 
Idries Trevathan examines the language of colour 
in Islamic art and architecture in dialogue with its 
aesthetic contexts, offering insights into the pre-
modern Muslim experience of interpreting colour. 

The seventeenth-century Shah Mosque in Isfahan, Iran, 
represents one of the finest examples of colour-use on a 
grand scale. Here, Trevathan examines the philosophical 
and mystical traditions that formed the mosque’s 
backdrop. He shows how careful combinations of 
colour and design proportions in Islamic patterns 
expresses knowledge beyond that experienced in the 
corporeal world, offering another language with which 
to know and experience God. Colour thus becomes a 
spiritual language, calling for a re-consideration of how 
we read Islamic aesthetics.

Idries Trevathan is a curator and conservator of Islamic art collections. He regularly 
works on conservation projects and has conducted technical colour studies on a range  
of Islamic art objects, including the Malay Qur’an manuscripts and Ottoman porticoes in 
the grand mosque in Mecca.

A unique investigation into the aesthetics of colour in Islamic art revealing its 
deeper symbolic and mystical meanings
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Celebrated master calligrapher Hassan Massoudy carries 
the desert within him. Through majestic, sweeping 
strokes, he depicts its breath-taking beauty and wonder. 
Massoudy draws inspiration from the words and 
wisdom of some of our greatest poets and writers 
– Rumi, Paul Bowles, Goethe, Baudelaire, Antoine 
de Saint-Exupery, Khalil Gibran – who have lost 
themselves in the mysteries of the desert. 

Speaking to the senses, Calligraphies of the Desert  
is a treasure for travellers, poets and dreamers.

‘The dunes are changed by the wind, but the desert is 
always the desert.’ Arabic wisdom

‘To live in the desert … is to discover life in one of the 
most beautiful and most intense places on earth.’  
Jemia et JMG Le Clezio 

Calligraphies of the Desert 
Hassan Massoudy  

Texts by Isabelle Massoudy

Hassan Massoudy is an Iraqi artist 
considered to be the greatest living 
calligrapher. His work has influenced 
a generation of calligraphers and was 
exhibited and used as the primary 
promotional image for the British 
Museum’s 2006 exhibition, Word Into 
Art: Artists of the Modern Middle East.

World Rights available

May 2020
Gift/Art/Literature

£10  128pp PbO w/flaps  
Over 70 colour illustrations

A beautifully illustrated gift book offering inspiration for meditation 
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Revolt Against the Sun
The Selected Poetry of Nazik al-Mala’ika: A Bilingual Reader

Edited and Translated by Emily Drumsta

Emily Drumsta is Assistant Professor of Comparative Literature at Brown University. She 
has published articles in Research in African Literatures, Social Text and Middle Eastern 
Literatures, and has a chapter in The Routledge Handbook of Arabic Translation.

The first study of Nazik al-Mala’ika, a pioneer of Arab modernist poetry

World Rights ex. Arabic available  

March 2020
Literature/Poetry/Language

£14.99  PbO 256pp

The Iraqi poet Nazik al-Mala’ika was one of the most 
important Arab poets of the twentieth century. Revolt 
Against the Sun presents a selection of her poetry in 
English for the first time. Bringing together poems 
from each of her published collections, it traces al-
Mala’ika’s transformation from a lyrical Romantic 
poet in the 1940s to a fervently committed Arab 
nationalist in the 1970s and 1980s. The translations 
offer both an overview of her life and work, and an 
insight into the political and social realities in the 
Arab world in the decades following the Second 
World War. 

Featuring a comprehensive historical and critical 
introduction, this bilingual reader reveals how one 
woman transformed the landscape of modern Arabic 
literature and culture in the twentieth century. It is a 
key resource for students and teachers of Arabic and 
world literature, as well as for readers interested in 
discovering an alternative narrative of modern Iraqi 
culture.

Edited and Translated by Emily Drumsta 

Revolt 
Against  
the Sun A Bilingual Reader

The Selected Poetry of  
Nazik al-Mala’ika
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Lebanon’s wine heritage dates back thousands of years. 
In the second millennium BC, wine made and traded 
by the Phoenicians was regarded as the finest in the 
world. The Romans loved it so much they built a 
temple to Bacchus in the Beqaa Valley. From the dawn 
of time until the present day, despite regional turmoil, 
civil conflicts and religious intolerance, Lebanon has 
consistently produced world-class wines.

Michael Karam and Norbert Schiller take us on a 
journey through the vineyards of Lebanon, telling the 
story of its wine, as well as that of its people and their 
traditions. Lavishly illustrated, Lebanese Wine includes 
profiles of the fifty wineries operating in the country 
today – their produce, grapes, and techniques – as well 
as interviews with the most exciting winemakers. At 
once a guide and cultural history, this tribute to one of 
the world’s oldest winemaking regions is an invaluable 
reference for wine lovers, travellers and casual readers 
alike.

Lebanese Wine  
A Complete Guide to its History and Winemaking

Michael Karam / Photographs by Norbert Schiller

Foreword by Tom Stevenson

Michael Karam is a journalist, wine writer and documentary maker. His books include 
Wines of Lebanon, which won the Gourmand Award for Best New World Wine Book 
Arak and Mezze.   Norbert Schiller has lived and worked as a news photographer in the 
Middle East and Africa for nearly three decades, working for the Associated Press, Agence 
France Presse, New York Times, and Der Spiegel, among others.

Visit the wineries, meet the producers and discover the wines of Lebanon, one of 
the world’s oldest winemaking regions

World Rights available 

July 2020
Food & Drink

£25 HB 256pp
130 colour photographs 
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Lebanon: The Cookbook celebrates Lebanese cuisine 
at its best: fresh, light and generous. Liza and Ziad 
Asseily reveal the richness of their culture and art de 
vivre by following a typical Beiruti day in 75 recipes. 
From breakfast, lunch and aperitifs, through to festive 
meals and street food enjoyed at night, this cookbook 
offers a full gastronomic experience. Among mouth-
watering additions such as pomegranate molasses and 
tahini to kibbeh, mouttabal and spicy stews, you’ll also 
find gluten-free and vegetarian variations of authentic 
favourites. Traditional dishes are revisited with new 
ingredients and refined flavours, delivering well-loved 
classics with a modern twist. 

These healthy, easy-to-cook recipes are illustrated 
with lavish photographs from Liza and Ziad’s chic 
restaurants in Beirut and Paris. With recommendations 
and anecdotes about the history of Lebanese cuisine 
guiding you through Lebanon’s best kept secrets, take 
an enchanting trip to Beirut and make memories to last 
forever from the comfort of your own home.

Lebanon: The Cookbook
Mezze, Manakish and Tabbouleh

Liza and Ziad Asseily 

Lebanese restauranteurs Liza and Ziad Asseily opened Liza Paris in 2005 and Liza 
Beirut in 2013. Located in a former nineteenth-century palace in the Ashrafieh District 
and lavishly decorated, this upscale restaurant was selected as one of the most beautiful 
restaurants in the world by Condé Nast Traveller.

World English available 

September 2020
Cookery

£25 HB 224pp
125 colour photographs 

A contemporary Lebanese cookbook that is a feast for the eyes and soul
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Rise celebrates the true stories of over 100 women 
of colour who achieved the extraordinary. From the 
woman who built the first university in the world 
to the Emirate’s leading racing driver, these writers, 
activists, dancers, mountaineers, mathematicians and 
educators achieved greatness thanks to their ingenuity, 
courage and determination, often in the face of 
seemingly insurmountable hurdles. 

Accompanied by striking portraits, these female icons 
are celebrated front and centre. Ranging from personal 
heroes to household names from more than fifty 
countries, prepare to be awed and inspired by these 
unparalleled women who have changed the world. 
Rise is a global message of hope and empowerment for 
generations to come.

‘An incredibly inspiring artist’ Glamour UK

‘Exquisite paintings’ Metro

Rise 
Extraordinary Women of Colour Who Changed the World 

Maliha Abidi 

Maliha Abidi is an artist and feminist who has worked with renowned platforms, 
including UN Women and Peace Corporation. Born in Pakistan, Abidi recently moved to 
the UK where she is pursuing a BA in Medical Neuroscience at Sussex University. She is 
the author of the acclaimed Pakistan for Women, which she self-published in 2018.

World Rights available

September 2020
Gift/Women in History£16.99 

HB 224pp 
110 colour illustrations

A beautifully illustrated, inspirational celebration of women of colour from 
around the world, ideal for fans of Goodnight Stories for Rebel Girls
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Self-professed Saviours rule much of the world, 
controlling their people with Big Lies, mass surveillance 
and brutal suppression. Now they are forging new 
alliances and growing even stronger. 

Oric and his lover Belkis are part of a rebel band 
devoted to fighting against the Saviours. They liberate 
political prisoners, organise demonstrations and 
warn people of looming disasters. But when Belkis 
is murdered, Oric is haunted by the thought that 
he could have done more to save her and he must 
continue his fight for freedom alone. As he unlocks the 
secret to his own purpose on earth, Oric discovers that 
even the smallest of gestures can bring the greatest gift 
to humankind – hope.

My End is My Beginning is the exhilarating odyssey of 
one man’s bold pursuit of a fairer, better world. 

‘In Farhi’s writing there is a distinctive collision of 
traditions which results in something funny, political 
and unique.’ David Hare

My End is My Beginning 

Moris Farhi

Moris Farhi (1935- 2019) was a writer and international human rights campaigner. A 
Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature and Vice-President of PEN International, he was 
appointed an MBE for services to literature in 2001. His publications include Young Turk 
and A Designated Man, both by Saqi Books.

World Rights available ex. North America

February 2020
Fiction

£11.99 PbO 256pp

 ‘Farhi gives the glow of
life to all he writes.’

Alan Sillitoe

Masterly dystopian fantasy from celebrated novelist Moris Farhi
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Bint Allah knows herself only as the Daughter of God. 
Born in a stifling male-dominated state, ruled by the 
Imam and his coterie of ministers, she dreams of one 
day reaching the top of a distant hill visible through the 
bars of the orphanage window. 

But Bint Allah’s ambitions do not escape the attention 
of the Imam, who never feels secure no matter how 
well he protects himself. When the Imam falsely accuses 
Bint Allah of adultery and sentences her to death by 
stoning, he is not prepared for what happens next.

‘An extraordinary novel, complex and  
experimental …  an important exposition  
of the evil that can be done to women by 
fundamentalist regimes.’ Jenni Murray

‘Haunting and often mesmerising …  
powerful and moving’ New Humanist

The Fall of the Imam
Nawal El Saadawi

Foreword by Jenni Murray

Nawal El Saadawi is one of the world’s most influential feminist writers and activists. 
She is founder and president of the Arab Women’s Solidarity Association and cofounder 
of the Arab Association for Human Rights. Her novels, short stories and plays have 
been translated into over thirty languages, and are taught at universities worldwide. 
They include Two Women in One, Zeina, Memoirs of a Woman Doctor and Love in the 
Kingdom of Oil.

World Rights available

January 2020 
Fiction

£8.99 PB 256pp

A postmodern fantasia about an orphan girl’s brave challenge to power by the 
foremost Arab feminist writer
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Bahiah Shaheen, an eighteen-year-old medical student 
and the daughter of a prominent Egyptian public 
official, finds the male students in her class coarse and 
alien. Her father, too, seems to belong to a race apart. 

Frustrated by her hard-working, well-behaved, middle-
class public persona, her meeting with a stranger at a 
gallery one day sparks her journey of self-discovery 
and of the realisation that fulfilment in life is indeed 
possible.

‘These two women live, to some degree, in every 
thinking woman.’ New York Times Book Review

‘Two Women in One shows us the cost to women who 
repress and fear their own desires, and the courage that 
it takes to live boldly in a hostile world.’ Deeyah Khan

Two Women in One
Nawal El Saadawi

Foreword by Deeyah Khan

Nawal El Saadawi is one of the world’s most influential feminist writers and activists. 
She is founder and president of the Arab Women’s Solidarity Association and cofounder 
of the Arab Association for Human Rights. Her novels, short stories and plays have 
been translated into over thirty languages, and are taught at universities worldwide. 
They include Memoirs of a Woman Doctor, Zeina, The Fall of the Imam and Love in the 
Kingdom of Oil

World Rights available

January 2020 
Fiction

£8.99 PB 144pp

A coming-of-age story about one woman’s journey from medical student to artist 
and activist
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‘The leading spokeswoman on the 
status of women in the Arab world.’ 
The Guardian 

‘Nawal El Saadawi writes with 
directness and passion.’  
New York Times

‘The most influential feminist thinker 
in the Arab world over the past half-
century.’ Financial Times 
 
‘I think her life has been one long 
death threat. At a time when nobody 
else was talking, she spoke the 
unspeakable.’  
Margaret Atwood, BBC Imagine

Also by Nawal El Saadawi
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Between the first Chinese emperor’s wholesale elimination 
of books and Mao Zedong’s repeat performance during 
the Cultural Revolution, and on to the attack on Charlie 
Hebdo, words, images and ideas have always been hunted 
down by those trying to suppress them.  

Ranging from the absurd – such as Henry VIII’s decree 
of death for anyone who imagined his demise – to the 
alarming colonial efforts in Africa and Central America to 
erase indigenous cultures, Eric Berkowitz reveals why and 
how humanity has, from the beginning, sought to silence 
itself. Via tortured philosophers, exhumed tombs and 
American slave owners claiming that abolitionist literature 
hurt their feelings, Dangerous Ideas takes the reader on 
an unruly ride through history highlighting the use of 
censorship to vindicate power, erase conquered cultures, 
reinforce class, race and gender privilege, and guard against 
offence.

Offering a framework for understanding phrases like 
‘fake news’ and ‘hate speech’, this is an entertaining and 
engrossing account of censorship, the shape-shifter. Using 
history as a guide, these vivid and provocative stories lead 
the way for discussion about what form censorship is 
taking today – and to what disturbing effects.

Dangerous Ideas
A Brief History of Censorship from Socrates to Fake News

Eric Berkowitz

Eric Berkowitz is a lawyer and journalist. He has published investigative pieces in the 
LA Times and maintains a public interest law practice, where he represents victims of 
domestic violence and homosexuals seeking political asylum in the United States. His 
previous works include Sex and Punishment: 4000 Years of Judging Desire (TWP, 2013)

A soaring history of censoring people, words, art and ideas, from ancient to 
modern times

World Rights ex. NA available 
 

April 2021
History 

£20 HB 352pp
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In 1749 a newspaper advertisement appeared stating 
that a man would climb inside a bottle on the stage of 
a London theatre. Although an audience of over 500 
came to witness this magic trick, the conjurer did not 
appear. So began the so-called century of deception, 
where smoke and mirrors manipulated and mystified 
willing audiences across the country, revealing the 
fragility of human belief.

The Century of Deception tells the engrossing stories 
of eighteenth-century hoaxes and those who were 
duped by them – including Samuel Johnson, Benjamin 
Franklin and Jonathan Swift. Recounting tales of 
rapping ghosts, a woman who birthed rabbits, dazzling 
astrological predictions and a levitating Frenchman 
in a Chinese Temple, magician and magical historian 
Ian Keable draws on a remarkable archive of exclusive 
sketches, illustrations and articles to vividly conjurre a 
gaslight-and-velvet world in desperate need of a sense 
of wonder. 

Carefully researched and compellingly told, this 
entertaining, eye-popping book embraces history and 
society, literature and theatre, medicine and religion. 

The Century of Deception  
The Birth of the Hoax in the Eighteenth Century

Ian Keable

Ian Keable obtained a first-class degree from the University of Oxford in Philosophy, 
Politics and Economics, qualified as a chartered accountant and then became a 
professional magician. A member of The Magic Circle with gold star, he has won several 
awards for his unique brand of comedy magic and has made numerous appearances on 
television and presented programmes for BBC Radio.

The fascinating tales of eighteenth century hoaxes that took the world by storm

Eng Lang Rights inc audio available
World excl. NA 

September 2020
History

£20 HB 352pp
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Empowering handbook on how to make it in the arts, celebrating working-class 
artists 

Smashing It celebrates the exceptional works and words 
of 31 leading working-class artists in Britain. Featuring 
writing, lyrics and images by Wiley, Maxine Peake, 
Malorie Blackman, Riz Ahmed and many more, it 
also includes reflections from artists on how class has 
impacted their working lives. 

Come behind the scenes to find out how they 
overcame obstacles – from the financial to the 
philosophical – to forge careers in the arts and get 
inspiration to launch your own project. Smashing It 
empowers those who will be a part of tomorrow’s 
bigger picture.

‘An inspiring book full of fight, fire and light. 
Absolutely necessary for anyone interested in the arts to 
devour’ Kate Tempest

‘Empowering ... the bible for the next generation of 
artists from marginalised backgrounds.’   
Nikesh Shukla

‘Incredible; warmth and wit radiate through these 
pages. A must-read.’  Yomi Adegoke

Smashing It 
Working Class Artists on Life, Art and Making it Happen 
Edited by Sabrina Mahfouz

World English Rights available
 

October 2019
Literature/Culture 
£12.99 PB 192pp

Sabrina Mahfouz is a British Egyptian playwright, poet and screenwriter. She is a Fellow 
of the Royal Society of Literature and the recipient of the 2018 King’s Alumni Arts 
& Culture Award, a Sky Arts Academy Award for Poetry and a Fringe First Award. 
She is also the co-founder of the Critics of Colour Collective which helps ensure fairer 
representation in UK arts criticism. 
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Meet the people of Cairo’s Gamaliya quarter. There 
is Nabqa, son of Adam the waterseller who can only 
speak truths; the beautiful and talented Tawhida who 
does not age with time; Ali Zaidan, the gambler, late to 
love; and Boss Saqr who stashes his money above the 
bath. A neighbourhood of demons, dancing and sweet 
halva, the quarter keeps quiet vigil over the 
secrets of all who live there. 

This collection by pre-eminent Egyptian writer Naguib 
Mahfouz was recently discovered among his old papers. 
Found with a slip of paper titled ‘for publishing 1994’, 
they are published here for the first time. Resplendent 
with Mahfouz’s delicate and poignant observations of 
everyday happenings, these lively stories take the reader 
deep into the beating heart of Cairo.

‘Exceptional in more ways than one’ The Scotsman

‘A posthumous collection of masterly allegories’  
The Times Literary Supplement

The Quarter
Naguib Mahfouz 

Foreword by Elif Shafak / Translated by Roger Allen 

Naguib Mahfouz was Egypt’s foremost writer. Over a career that lasted more than 
five decades, he wrote 34 novels, 13 short story anthologies, numerous plays and 
30 screenplays. Of his many works, the most famous are The Cairo Trilogy, The 
Children of Gebelawi and The Thief and the Dogs. Mahfouz received the Nobel 
Prize in Literature in 1988, the first writer in Arabic to do so.

World English Rights available

SOLD
Picador  (Indian Subcontinent)

July 2019
Fiction

£10.99 HB 128pp

Recently discovered stories set in Cairo by a Nobel Prize winning novelist
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Nicosia Beyond Barriers
Voices From a Divided City

Edited by Alev Adil, Aydin Mehmet Ali, Bahriye Kemal & Maria Petrides

Bahriye Kemal is a research associate and lecturer at the Centre for Colonial and 
Postcolonial Studies at the University of Kent. 

A collection of prose, poetry and memoir by 35 Cypriot authors, from the 
world’s last divided capital city

World Rights available  

June 2019
Literature/Anthologies

£12.99  PbO Demy 256pp
In partnership with 

Commonwealth Foundation

Cyprus’ capital Nicosia has been split by a militarised 
border for decades. In this collection, writers from 
all sides of the divide reimagine the past, present and 
future of their city. 

Here, Cypriot-Greeks coexist alongside Cypriot-
Turks, the north with the south, town with 
countryside, dominant voices with the marginalised. 
This is a city of endless possibilities – a place where 
an anthropologist from London and a talkative 
Marxist are hunted by a gunman in the Forbidden 
zone; where a romance between two aspiring Tango 
dancers falls victim to Nicosia’s time difference; and 
where an artist finds his workplace on a rooftop, 
where he paints a horizon disturbed only by birds. 

Together, these writers journey beyond the beaten 
track creating a complete picture of Nicosia, the 
world’s last divided capital city, that defies barriers of 
all kinds.

‘Perceptive and peppered with fresh detail … in ways 
large and small, they [the writers] question political 
orthodoxies about Cypriot identity.’ Times Literary 
Supplement
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WINNER Saltire Society Fiction Book of the Year 
Award 2018

From one of our finest contemporary writers whose 
work has been praised by J.M. Coetzee,  Ali Smith and 
Aminatta Forna, Leila Aboulela’s Elsewhere, Home offers 
us a rich tableau of life as an immigrant abroad.

A young woman’s encounter with a former classmate 
elicits painful reminders of her former life in 
Khartoum. A wealthy Sudanese student in Aberdeen 
begins an unlikely friendship with a Scottish man. A 
woman experiences an evolving relationship to her 
favourite writer, whose portrait of their shared culture 
both reflects and conflicts with her own sense of 
identity.

Shuttling between the dusty, sun-baked streets of 
Khartoum and the university halls and cramped 
apartments of Aberdeen and London, Elsewhere, Home 
explores, with subtlety and restraint, the profound 
feelings of yearning, loss and alienation that come with 
leaving one’s homeland in pursuit of a different life.

‘Rich and poignant ... These beautiful stories are a 
delight’ A. L. Kennedy 
 
‘A beautiful and desolate collection ... quiet brilliance.’ 
The Observer

Elsewhere, Home

Leila Aboulela

Leila Aboulela is an award-winning Sudanese-born novelist and playwright. Her novels, 
translated into more than fourteen languages, include The Translator, Minaret and Lyrics 
Alley, which were all longlisted for the Orange Prize. Lyrics Alley was also Fiction Winner 
of the Scottish Book Awards. She lives in Aberdeen.

World Rights available 
 

SOLD 
Grove Atlantic (North America)

Mehta Publishing House (Marathi)
Penguin Indonesia (SEAN) 

July 2018
Short Stories

£8.99 PBO 224pp

Short stories at their most moving and immediate; the new collection from  
prize-winning author Leila Aboulela, spanning twenty years of her work
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John McHugo

An essential guide to 
understanding the most 
important schism in Islam.

‘An important corrective 
… provides the reader 
with a clear-headed 
appraisal of the modern 
Middle East.’  Times 
Literary Supplement 

John McHugo is a Senior Fellow at the Centre for Syrian Studies at St Andrews, and a 
board member of the Council for Arab-British Understanding and the British Egyptian 
Society. His other publications include the critically acclaimed A Concise History of the 
Arabs and Syria: A Recent History.

Sold: 
Georgetown University Press  
(North America) 
Crete University Press (Greek)
Speaking Tiger Press  
(Indian Subcontinent)

Steers the reader through 
the political, social and 
intellectual history of the 
Arabs from the Roman 
Empire up to the present day.

Sold:
The New Press (NA)
Brilliance Publishing (Audio, 
Eng) 
Turner Publicaciones (Spanish)

A timely and highly readable, 
account covering 100 years 
of Syrian history from the 
First World War to the 
present.

‘Enlightening’ Robert Fisk, 
Independent 
 
‘Remarkably prescient.’  
Sunday Herald

Sold:
The New Press (NA) 
Say Yayinlari (Turkish)

‘Thrilling and poignant’  
Financial Times  

‘Brilliant and erudite’  
Patrick Seale
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Yemen in Crisis
Autocracy, Neo-Liberalism and the Disintegration of a State

Helen Lackner

An indispensable guide to understanding the dramatic turn of events in the 
country since 2011

Yemen is in the grip of its most severe crisis in years. 
Fuelled by Arab and Western intervention, the civil 
war has quickly escalated, resulting in thousands 
killed and millions close to starvation. Suffering from 
a collapsed economy, the people of  Yemen face a 
desperate choice between the Huthi rebels allied 
with ex-President Saleh on the one side and the 
internationally recognised government propped up 
by the Saudi-led coalition and Western arms on the 
other.

In this invaluable analysis, Helen Lackner uncovers 
the roots of the social and political conflicts that 
threaten the very survival of the state and its people. 
She reveals the corruption of the country’s US-
backed autocratic regime, as well as its failure to 
address national impoverishment and to plan an 
equitable economy for Yemen’s growing population.

‘An outstanding book ... Written with compassion 
and insight, Lackner confirms her standing as the 
foremost authority on Yemeni politics at work today.’ 
Eugene Rogan

‘The discussion has a developmentalist tenor, patiently 
setting out the myriad of challenges that any future 
Yemeni government will have to confront.’ Tariq Ali, 
the New Left Review

World Rights available 
 

SOLD
Verso (North America)

El Maraya (Arabic) 
 

2017 
Politics / IR

£25 HB 330pp

Helen Lackner has spent the past four decades researching Yemen, and has worked in the 
country for fifteen years. She is currently the editor of the Journal of the British-Yemeni 
Society. Her publications include Why Yemen Matters: A Society in Transition.
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Gilbert Achcar

An insightful assessment 
of the Arab uprisings.

‘A sobering yet generous 
account of the Arab people’s 
fight for true liberation and 
the lessons that have been 
learned from that struggle.’ 
Jacobin

Gilbert Achcar is Professor of Development Studies and International Relations at the 
School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London. His publications include 
The Clash of Barbarisms, The Arabs and the Holocaust and Perilous Power with Noam 
Chomsky.

Stanford University Press (NA) 
Dar al Saqi (Arabic) 
Actes Sud/Sindbad (French) 
Tsuge Shobo Shinsha (Japanese) 
Luciole Publishers, Seoul 
(Korean)   
KOC University Press  (Turkish)

The essential guide to 
understanding the roots 
of the Arab uprisings and 
their outcomes.

‘A detailed and searching 
account of the “Arab 
Spring.”’  
New York Review of Books

University of California Press 
(NA) 
Dar al Saqi (Arabic) 
Nashr Bida (Farsi) 
Actes Sud/Sindbad (French)   
Editorial de la Universidad 
Veracruzana (Spanish) 
Ayrinti Yayinlari  (Turkish)

An original Marxist 
appraisal of 
cosmopolitanism, religion 
and politics of Said’s 
Orientalism

Haymarket (NA) 
Dar al-Adab (Arabic) 
Actes Sud/Sindbad (French) 
Bellaterra (Spanish)   
Ayrinti Yayinlari  (Turkish)

‘One of the best analysts 
of the contemporary Arab 
world.’ Le Monde
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Arabicity reflects on four decades of the aesthetic, 
conceptual and socio-political concerns of 
contemporary Arab artists. Whether through video 
art, painting, photography or installation, these 
artists challenge the confines of their identity, 
resisting stereotyping and reshaping the parameters 
of their cultural traditions. In their diverse media 
and subject matter, their works reflect the pulse of 
the region. In chaos, they discover what endures.

Featuring over 200 artworks by fifty Arab artists, 
Arabicity also includes contributions from the 
historian Georges Corm, the curator Michket 
Krifa and the poet and artist Etel Adnan.

‘Impressive … articulated as much by intellectual 
discipline as gut passion.’ The Morning Star

‘A visual multi-layering of Arab contemporary 
history’ The Gulf  Today

Arabicity 
Contemporary Arab Art

Edited by Rose Issa and Juliet Cestar

Rose Issa is a curator and writer who has championed visual art and film from the Middle 
East for more than thirty years. Issa has produced exhibitions worldwide, including 
at the Victoria & Albert Museum, London; Leighton House Museum, London; Tate 
Britain, London; and European Parliament, Brussels. She also lends work and advises on 
collections for institutions around the world.

Beautifully produced collection of over 200 artworks by internationally 
renowned Middle Eastern artists, whose ground-breaking works reflect the pulse 
of region

World Rights available 

August 2019
Art

£19.99 Paperback sewn 160pp
200 colour photographs 
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Nabil Anani is one of the most prominent Palestinian 
artists working today. A painter, ceramicist and sculptor, 
he has built an impressive catalogue of outstanding, 
innovative and unique art over the past five decades, 
pioneering the use of local media such as leather, 
henna, natural dyes, papier-mâché, wood, beads and 
copper.

Considered by many as a key founder of the 
contemporary Palestinian art movement, Anani’s 
development as an artist has run in parallel with major 
events in recent Palestinian history. His work reflects 
the lived Palestinian experience, exhibiting distinctive 
responses to issues of exile, dislocation, conflict, 
memory and loss. Anani’s artistic vision restores and 
celebrates a denied and often-forgotten reality, his work 
re-igniting memory.

Bringing together more than 150 of Nabil Anani’s 
works, this monograph also includes contributions from 
acclaimed Palestinian poet Mourid Barghouti as well as 
from leading Middle Eastern art historians, Rana Anani, 
Lara Khaldi, Bashir Makhoul, Nada Shabout, Housni 
Alkhateeb Shehadeh and Tina Sherwell.

‘The works of Nabil Anani simultaneously perform 
the roles of novelist, poet, historian, architect, filmaker, 
musician and restorer of memory.’ Mourid Barghouti

Nabil Anani  
Palestine, Land and People

Foreword by Mourid Barghouti

Nabil Anani held his first exhibition in Jerusalem in 1972 and has since exhibited widely 
in solo and group shows around the world. He was awarded the first Palestinian National 
Prize for Visual Art in 1997 and became the head of the League of Palestinian Artists in 
1998.

Beautifully produced monograph by a key founder of the contemporary 
Palestinian art movement; bringing together over 150 of his major works

World Rights available 

2018
Art/Palestine

£25 PB w/ flaps 172pp
Over 150 colour illustrations
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Egyptian cities and villages abound with an enormous 
wealth of khatt, or calligraphic script, ranging from 
casual scrawls and scribbles to elaborately-painted 
colourful murals. These historical and contemporary 
versions of urban lettering, varying in surface, medium 
and technique, adorn mosques, shop-fronts, houses, 
trucks, boats, schools, tuk-tuks and walls. They are 
records of human existence, documenting expressions 
of hope, fears, dreams and anxieties.

Featuring beautiful, unique examples of these written 
expressions, Khatt is an extensive visual documentation 
of the found typography and calligraphy in Egypt, 
a calligraphy hub that possesses a rich tradition of 
education and production in the field. This timely 
volume records the traditional craftsmanship of hand-
painted calligraphy, which is fast disappearing because 
of the digitisation of the Arabic script.

‘A sumptuous guide to a phenomenon that is 
simultaneously popular and increasingly under threat’ 
The National UAE

Khatt  
Egypt’s Calligraphic Landscape

Basma Hamdy and Noha Zayed

Basma Hamdy is Assistant Professor of Graphic Design at Virginia Commonwealth 
University in Qatar. Her publications include Walls of Freedom: Street Art of the 
Egyptian Revolution.   Noha Zayed is a photographer whose works have been exhibited 
throughout the Middle East. 

Including over 200 colour photographs, this is a beautifully produced source-
book, vital for designers, artists and calligraphy enthusiasts

World Rights available 

2018
Calligraphy/Egypt

£25 HB 160pp
200 colour photographs 
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‘You may wonder why the Middle East gets so much 
airtime. Well, regions of the world were competing to 
host the apocalypse and the Middle East won.’

Online sensation Karl reMarks disagreed with the idea 
that reality had become too strange to satirise. Then 
he read that bin Laden was radicalised by Shakespeare. 
Since then, Karl has been bringing the best of the 
Middle East news and views to his followers around the 
world. 

Now Karl’s wildly wry observations and sketches 
are available in one handy collection. With sections 
on ‘Geography for Dummies’ and ‘Democracy for 
Realists’, alongside the best of Karl reMarks’s infamous 
‘Bar Jokes’, this hilarious book proudly presents views 
you’re guaranteed not to hear on the news … 
 
‘Side-splittingly funny’ The Economist

‘[His] humour has a sharp edge: many of his jokes are 
not just funny, but seriously funny or, if you prefer, 
thoughtfully silly.’ Medium

‘An acerbically wicked collection of sharp geo- and 
socio-political commentary.’ Media Diversified

And then God Created the Middle East and 
Said ‘Let There Be Breaking News’  
Karl reMarks

Karl reMarks is the alias of Karl Sharro, whose satirical Middle East blog receives over 
50,000 hits daily. In 2016 his video, ‘the simple one-sentence explanation for what caused 
Isis,’ went viral, with 1.6 million views on Facebook alone. Alongside his role as a satirist 
and commentator on the Middle East, Karl is also an architect currently based in London. 

A satirical romp through Middle Eastern news from hugely popular blogger Karl 
reMarks. The only book you’ll ever need on the Middle East

World Rights available

July 2018
Humour
£6.99 PB 128pp
5 colour/10 b&w illustrations
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How can you tell if your neighbour is speaking 
Muslim? Is a mosque a kind of hedgehog? Can I get 
fries with that burka? You can’t trust the media any 
longer, but there’s no need to fret: Don’t Panic, I’m 
Islamic provides you with the answers. 
 
Read this book to learn how you too can spot an 
elusive Islamist. Discover how Arabs (even 21-year-
old, largely innocuous and totally adorable ones) 
plant bombs and get tips about how to interact with 
Homeland Security, which may or may not involve 
funny discussions about your sexuality. 
 
Commissioned in response to the US travel ban, 
Don’t Panic, I’m Islamic includes cartoons, graffiti, 
photography, colouring in pages, memoir, short stories 
and more by 34 contributors from around the world. 
Provocative and at times laugh-out-loud funny, these 
subversive pieces are an explosion of expression, 
creativity and colour.

‘The perfect antidote to a year dominated by a 
Presidential Twitter account.’ Sunday Times 

‘A celebratory treasure trove of writing and art  
in response to anti-Muslim prejudice.’ Metro

‘The first great anti-Trump book.’ Culture Trip

Don’t Panic, I’m Islamic
Words and Pictures on How to Stop Worrying and Learn to Love the Alien Next Door

Edited by Lynn Gaspard

34 contributors including: Carol Ann Duffy Chris Riddell Alberto Manguel Sabrina 
Mahfouz Bidisha Moris Farhi Arwa Mahdawi Hassan Abdulrazzak Joumana Haddad 
Leila Aboulela Sjón Saleem Haddad Omar Hamdi Alex Wheatle Karl Sharro

A Sunday Times Humour Book of the Year, featuring unique and powerful 
satirical art and writing from around the world

World Rights available

2017
Humour / Current Affairs

£12.99 PB 192pp


