LITTLE GEMS, 5+

LITTLE GEMS
• Short first chapter books for the emergent
reader of 5 to 8
• Boosts confidence and encourage reading
enjoyment
• Author and Illustrator dream team pairings
• Child-friendly format, easy-read layouts
• High-spec finishing
• Full-colour throughout
• Own catalogue
• Writers include: Julia Donaldson, Malorie
Blackman, Eoin Colfer, Michael Rosen,
Michael Morpurgo, Katherine Woodfine,
Cornelia Funke, Nick Sharratt, Holly Webb…

REAL-LIFE

ART

LOSS

ELISABETH AND THE BOX OF COLOURS
BY KATHERINE WOODFINE
A moving and ultimately uplifting story from bestselling
children's author Katherine Woodfine, inspired by the life
of artist Élisabeth Louise Vigée Le Brun.

KATHERINE WOODFINE
3rd February 2022
Illustrated by Rebecca Cobb
9781800900868
£6.99 | PB | 168 x 126mm | Little Gems l 5+

•

Katherine Woodfine has found huge success with her
children’s stories of women throughout history

•

Rose’s Dress of Dreams was the bestselling Little
Gem of 2018

•

A gentle exploration of mental health and grief,
thoughtfully written for young readers

•

Kate Greenaway shortlisted illustrator Rebecca
Cobb is an exciting name in picture books – a perfect
author-illustrator pairing

"Reads like a wonderful fairy tale"
LOVEREADING4KIDS

"[A] pink-clad paean to design and
dressmaking as an artistic rebellion"
THE GUARDIAN

9781781128718

9781781127681

PRAISE FOR KATHERINE WOODFINE’S LITTLE GEMS

"Simple and heart-warming, with
beautiful illustrations" THE SCOTSMAN
"Both entertaining and empowering"
THE LETTERPRESS PROJECT

SAMPLE SPREAD FROM ELISABETH AND THE BOX OF COLOURS
ILLUSTRATED BY REBECCA COBB

SUPERHEROES FAMILY FUNNY

SUPERNAN’S DAY OUT BY PHIL EARLE
An unexpected family secret has hilarious consequences in
this action-packed story from Phil Earle and illustrator
Steve May — perfect for superhero fans.

PHIL EARLE
5th May 2022
Illustrated by Steve May
9781800901100
£6.99 | PB | 168 x 126mm | Little Gems l 5+

•

Phil Earle is enormously popular both with readers
and across the trade – When The Sky Falls was
chosen as a Waterstones Book of the Month this
year

•

Engages with current interests – superheroes are
more popular than ever with young children

•

Joyful celebration of family relationships, particularly
between grandmothers and grandchildren

•

Reunites the brilliant author-illustrator team behind
the top-selling Little Gem Superdad’s Day Off

WRAP COVER FOR SUPERNAN’S DAY OUT
ILLUSTRATED BY STEVE MAY

PRAISE FOR SUPERDAD’S DAY OFF

“A wonderful enjoyable romp"
INIS MAGAZINE

“The superhero theme and humour make
this a delight for children to read"
CAROUSEL

"This exciting adventure story makes a
brilliant first chapter book for children who
love superheroes!“
9781781126844

BOOKS FOR TOPICS

“Great fun from beginning to end"
LOVEREADING4KIDS

FEELINGS UNDERSTANDING FRUSTRATION

DIMPLE AND THE BOO BY PIP JONES
Dimple the gnome is upset and he doesn’t know how to
talk about it – but then along comes the Boo ...
A charming new Gem from the bestselling author
of Squishy McFluff.

PIP JONES
4th August 2022
Illustrated by Paula Bowles
9781800901452
£6.99 | PB | 168 x 126mm | Little Gems l 5+

•

Engaging, Pixar-esque short story with a
gentle message encouraging young readers
to talk about their feelings

•

Charming illustrations from Paula Bowles

•

Reunites brilliant author-illustrator pairing
behind the adorable Madam Squeaker

LEAD
TITLE

PIP JONES

“Brilliant comic timing, a gift for dialogue and
slapstick sequence” OBSERVER
“An ideal book for emerging readers … Cleverly
bridging the gap between picture books and
longer fiction” BOOKTRUST
“A really refreshing story to fire the imagination
for both boys and girls alike with a curious mind”

Winner of the Greenhouse Funny Prize 2012
Shortlisted for the Sainsbury’s Children’s
Book Prize 2014 and 2015
Shortlisted for the Oxford Children’s Book
Prize 2014

THE YORK PRESS

Shortlisted for the Hearst Big Book Prize
2018

“This is one of those fun reading aloud stories that
has plenty to giggle over together” THE BOOKBAG

Longlisted for the North Somerset Teachers’
Book Award

EARLY READER CELEBRATION WINTER

CARNIVAL OF THE CLOCKS BY NICK SHARRATT
Superstar illustrator Nick Sharratt takes inspiration from
a celebration of the winter solstice in this charming and
colourful Little Gem.

•

Internationally bestselling author and
illustrator Nick Sharratt is phenomenally
popular, with sales surpassing 10 million

•

Perfect choice for a first read-alone book

•

Specially designed for readers progressing
from picture books to independent reading

•

Nick’s iconic, fun-filled illustrations are
attention-grabbing and brilliant for displays

•

Activity sheets and video content to be
made available

LEAD
TITLE

NICK SHARRATT
6th October 2022
9781800901285
£6.99 | PB | 168 x 126mm | Little Gems l 5+

9781800901285

9781800900011

9781781128275

“A joy to read” BOOKS FOR TOPICS REVIEW OF SPLASH DAY
“A lovely first reading book” LOVEREADING4KIDS REVIEW OF SPLASH DAY
“A joyful book” LANCASHIRE EVENING POST REVIEW OF TEA PARTY PARADE
“Sharratt's style works perfectly for this kind of book … The easy-to-follow story, the
wonderful illustrations, and the feeling of fun that's baked into every page means that it's a
book that will definitely entertain” BLOGGER REVIEW OF TEA PARTY PARADE

Middle Grade

EERIE

EXPLOITATION

ESCAPE

THE MERMAID IN THE MILLPOND BY LUCY STRANGE
History and myth entwine in this atmospheric tale of
freedom and friendship from bestselling author Lucy
Strange and acclaimed illustrator Pam Smy.

LUCY STRANGE
6th January 2022
Illustrated by Pam Smy
9781800900493
£6.99 | PB | B format | IA: 8+ | RA: 8

•

Carnegie-nominated Lucy Strange is a huge
name and is renowned for her exquisite blend
of history and magical realism

•

Features stunning illustrations and cover art
from the Kate Greenaway Medal and
Waterstones Children’s Book Prize shortlisted
artist Pam Smy

LUCY STRANGE

“Storytelling at its very best”
KIRAN MILLWOOD HARGRAVE
“Lucy Strange just gets better and better”
THE BOOKSELLER
“Old fashioned storytelling with a light touch”
THE SUNDAY TIMES
“As much fairy tale as historical fiction”
THE TELEGRAPH

Nominated for the Carnegie Medal
Shortlisted for the Waterstones
Children’s Book Prize 2020
Winner of the 2014 Montegrappa First
Fiction Prize
Chosen for the Waterstones Book of the
Month, Independent Bookseller’s
Children’s Book of the Month and The
Times Children’s Book of the Week

SPREADS FROM THE MERMAID IN THE MILLPOND
ILLUSTRATED BY PAM SMY

SPIDERS

SCI-FI

INVASION

THE HORROR OF DUNWICK FARM BY DAN SMITH
Animals behaving oddly, people falling suddenly ill –
what’s creeping around down at the farm? Crooked
Oak’s mystery-solving team return with another spinetingling adventure.

DAN SMITH
6th January 2022
Illustrated by Chris King
9781800900837
£6.99 | PB | B format | IA: 8+ | RA: 8

•

Builds on the success of previous titles in the
Crooked Oak series, with a highly commercial and
cohesive look and style

•

Fast-paced, creepy adventure offers an irresistible
hook for reluctant readers

•

The perfect “what to read next” trilogy for fans of
Doctor Who, Stranger Things and Jennifer Killick’s
Crater Lake

“Feels like a magnificent episode of the
Twilight Zone or Doctor Who — one that
stays with you for being so eerily strange it
gives you goosebumps”
CHRIS SOUL ON THE INVASION OF CROOKED OAK

9781781129876

9781781129203

PRAISE FOR THE CROOKED OAK SERIES

“A gripping, high-octane story that had me
turning page after page until I’d finished it”
THE LETTERPRESS PROJECT ON
THE BEAST OF HARWOOD FOREST

HORSES

FRIENDSHIP

WISHES

MEG AND MERLIN – MAKING FRIENDS
BY TANYA LANDMAN

DRAFT COVER ONLY

Award-winning author Tanya Landman brings a fresh
perspective to horse-riding stories with a heartwarming new series about friendship and dreaming big.

TANYA LANDMAN
6th January 2022
Illustrated by Sònia Albert
9781800900851
£6.99 | PB | B format | IA: 7+ | RA: 7

•

First book in a new series by Carnegie Medal winning
author Tanya Landman – author of the bestselling
Horse Boy

•

Celebration of riding perfect for young horse lovers

•

Centres a young working-class girl as its heroine,
challenging stereotypes in the genre and horse-riding
as a whole

•

Features gorgeous black and white illustrations from
top illustrator Sònia Albert

•

4u2read is the top selling series in schools

HORSES

JUDGEMENT

FRIENDSHIP

MEG AND MERLIN – SHOWING OFF
BY TANYA LANDMAN
A new friend helps Meg to realise that appearances aren’t
always what they seem in this exciting new addition to
Tanya Landman’s delightful horse-riding series.

TANYA LANDMAN
4th August 2022
Illustrated by Sònia Albert
9781800900936
£6.99 | PB | B format | IA: 7+ | RA: 7

•

Second book in Tanya’s Meg and Merlin series – first
already being well received by readers and reviewers

•

Meg is from a working-class background and
navigates stereotypes and challenges in the horseriding world – rarely explored in this genre

•

Strong commercial series look from top illustrator
Sònia Albert

•

4u2read is the top-selling series in schools

PRAISE FOR MEG AND MERLIN - MAKING FRIENDS

“This book may be short, but the impact it has is astounding” EMMA SUFFIELD, LIBRARIAN
“An absolute delight from start to finish” NETGALLEY REVIEW
“Perfect for horse lovers” KATE HEAP, SCOPE FOR THE IMAGINATION

FUNNY

RULES

POLITICS

TED RULES THE WORLD BY FRANK COTTRELL-BOYCE

FRANK COTTRELL-BOYCE
Cover art by Chris Riddell
Illustrated by Cate James
9781800901032
£6.99 | PB | B format | IA: 7+ | RA: 7

•

Brilliant comedic story from national treasure Frank
Cottrell-Boyce, Carnegie Medal winner for his debut
novel, Millions and award-winning Film/TV writer
extraordinaire

•

Brings a top-selling Little Gem to a new market,
offering the same popular text and illustrations in a
format more appealing to older readers

•

Featuring bold cover art by beloved illustrator Chris
Riddell alongside charismatic interior illustrations by
Cate James

9781781124246

DRAFT COVER ONLY

A hilarious comedy caper from Frank Cottrell-Boyce,
now in a standard paperback format for middle-grade
readers.

6th January 2022

REWILDING COMMUNITY FLOODING

SONG OF THE RIVER BY GILL LEWIS
A project to re-introduce beavers brings a town
together against a common threat, in this touching tale
from master storyteller Gill Lewis.

GILL LEWIS
3rd February 2022
Illustrated by Zanna Goldhawk
9781800900615
£6.99 | PB | B format | IA: 8+ | RA: 8

•

Engages with topical themes through focus on
rewilding

•

Capitalises on Gill’s enormous success with the UKLA
longlisted Eagle Warrior, Portsmouth Book Award
winner Run Wild and her most recent Barrington
Stoke novel, Swan Song

•

Gill is a multi-award-winning author with a huge
fanbase across the industry, known for her TV work

•

Campaign to include author events, with possible
links to be established with rewilding organisations

"Gill Lewis is contemporary children’s
literature’s nature writer par excellence,
telling moving stories of human encounters
with wild animals that powerfully connect
readers with the natural world”
LOVEREADING4KIDS ON SWAN SONG

9781781128282

9781781128749

9781781129548

PRAISE FOR GILL’S BARRINGTON STOKE NOVELS

"Gill Lewis’s use of language beautifully
evokes both the wild setting and a
passion for the wildlife within it”
BOOKTRUST ON EAGLE WARRIOR

PERIL

WAR

REFUGEE

BRUNO AND FRIDA BY TONY BRADMAN
Friendship forms in the midst of war between a young
German boy and a Russian bomber-dog, in this
poignant and gripping historical adventure from
acclaimed author Tony Bradman.
Focus on the 12m German citizens displaced from
their homes at the end of the war – a refreshing
perspective on overlooked wartime history

•

Parallels with refugee crisis make this a hugely
topical read in 2021

•

Reunites author-illustrator team behind Daisy and the
Unknown Warrior – complimentary package

“A beautiful and heartfelt
reflection on the terrible
sacrifices of a generation”
TONY BRADMAN
3rd February 2022
Illustrated by Tania Rex
9781800900509
£6.99 | PB | B format | IA: 8+ | RA: 8

THE LETTERPRESS PROJECT ON
DAISY AND THE UNKNOWN
WARRIOR

9781781129609

•

FOOTBALL ANXIETY RESILIENCE

SUPER SUB BY ALAN GIBBONS
Alan Gibbons returns with an action-packed football
story accompanied by fascinating facts and historical
detail about famous substitutes.

•

Explores themes of anxiety and self-esteem in an
accessible way

•

Eye-catching cover and illustrations help to grab
attention, while complimenting Alan’s other popular
football stories

9781781128565

Alan Gibbons is experienced in reaching reluctant
readers and engaging them through football stories

9781781129630

ALAN GIBBONS
3rd February 2022
Illustrated by David Shephard
9781800900622
£6.99 | PB | B format | IA: 8+ | RA: 8

•

LEGEND

PERIL

INTOLERANCE

THE TIDE SINGER BY ELOISE WILLIAMS

DRAFT COVER ONLY

Strangers, storms and whispers of legendary sea
people... Eloise Williams skillfully interweaves nature
and myth in her stunning Barrington Stoke debut.

ELOISE WILLIAMS
3rd March 2022
Illustrated by August Ro
9781800900110
£6.99 | PB | B format | IA: 8+ | RA: 8

•

Eloise Williams is Children’s Laureate Wales
2019-2021 and a wonderful new addition to the
Barrington Stoke list

•

Offers an original, Studio-Ghibli-esque take on
popular mythology

•

Enchanting illustrations from August Ro

•

Appeal to fans of authors like Lucy Strange, Kiran
Millwood-Hargrave and Emma Carroll

ELOISE WILLIAMS

“So atmospheric, and chilling, and gripping, but
with real warmth at its heart … Eloise
Williams’ writing is as shining and beautiful as
the book’s title” KIRAN MILLWOOD HARGRAVE
“A bubbling cauldron of mystical tension”
DAILY MAIL’S BEST SUMMER CHILDREN’S READS
2020

“A darkly delicious romp through the
backstreets of Victorian Cardiff. I loved it!”
EMMA CARROLL

Children’s Laureate Wales 2019-2021
Winner of the Ysgol Bae Baglan Book
Awards 2018
Shortlisted for the Wales Book of the Year
2020
Shortlisted for the Tir na n-Og Awards 2018
and 2019
Winner of the Wolverhampton Children’s
Book Award 2020

SIBLINGS

POVERTY

PERIL

FAGIN’S GIRL BY KAREN MCCOMBIE

KAREN MCCOMBIE
3rd March 2022
Illustrated by Anneli Bray
9781800900554
£6.99 | PB | B format | IA: 8+ | RA: 8

•

Karen McCombie is a strong brand in bookshops

•

Builds on Karen’s previous success in historical
fiction, including Carnegie-nominated Little Bird Flies

•

Fun new take on a familiar story and characters

•

Gripping story with a hopeful, family-orientated
message
“McCombie beautifully captures
Dolly’s excitement about all of her
adventures ... a wonderful
message for young readers about
living our dreams and defying the
expectations of those around us”
FRANCES DURKIN ON THE GIRL WITH
HER HEAD IN THE CLOUDS

9781781129456

DRAFT COVER ONLY

Fagin’s infamous gang comes to life once again in this
exciting Oliver Twist-inspired adventure from
bestselling author Karen McCombie.

TECHNOLOGY TEAMWORK PREJUDICE

THE RAVEN RIDDLE BY VASHTI HARDY
Grace and Tom are excited to begin their first mission
together, but what at first seems a quiet village quickly
becomes their most challenging investigation so far...
Bestseller Vashti Hardy returns with another heartfelt and
action-filled steampunk story in her Griffin Gate series.

VASHTI HARDY
3rd March 2022
Illustrated by Natalie Smillie
9781800900486
£6.99 | PB | B format | IA: 8+ | RA: 8

•

Vashti Hardy is a huge name and brand, with critical
acclaim for her Brightstorm series, Wildspark and
Harley Hitch

•

Appeals both as a standalone story and an exciting
addition to the Griffin Gate universe

•

Appeals to a younger audience

PRAISE FOR THE GRIFFIN GATE SERIES
"An action-packed tale which readers will race
through” SCOTSMAN
“An exhilarating, fantasy-fuelled steampunk
series … A reading treat for all fantasy-loving
middle graders” LANCASHIRE EVENING POST
“With monsters, mystery and a plucky young
heroine, The Griffin Gate offers perfect
fireside escapism”

9781781129814

9781781129432

BIG ISSUE NORTH

SIBLINGS

ILLNESS

LOVE

ALL ABOUT ELLA BY SALLY NICHOLLS
Sam is sick, and Ella is sick of Sam ... A touching exploration
of family love and the challenges of being a younger sibling,
from multi-award-winning author Sally Nicholls.
•

Adapted from a top-selling Little Gem, bringing the
much-loved story to an older audience

•

Sally Nicholls is a highly acclaimed writer and won
the Waterstones Children’s Book Prize for her debut
novel, Ways to Live Forever

•

Featuring beautiful illustrations from Hannah
Coulson, who has illustrated a number of bestselling
Barrington Stoke titles
“Wonderfully demonstrates the scope and depth which
good children’s fiction can realise”
INIS MAGAZINE REVIEW OF ALL ABOUT ELLA

SALLY NICHOLLS
3rd March 2022
Illustrated by Hannah Coulson
9781800901056
£6.99 | PB | B format | IA: 7+ | RA: 7

RESILIENCE FOOTBALL AMBITION

ALL TO PLAY FOR BY EVE AINSWORTH

DRAFT COVER ONLY

Lewis Cooper loves football more than anything else in
the world, but his mum doesn't want him to play – and
even if she did, he can't afford the kit anyway ... A
touching story of family, community and beating the
odds from bestselling author Eve Ainsworth

EVE AINSWORTH
7th April 2022
Illustrated by Kirsti Beautyman
9781800900929
£6.99 | PB | B format | IA: 8+ | RA: 8

•

Eve Ainsworth is a passionate working-class
advocate – known for exploring contemporary
social issues

•

Hugely relevant subject – UK children from lowincome households are three times more likely to
be unable to participate in football

•

Eve has a passionate football focused fanbase
thanks to the acclaimed Dick, Kerr Girls series

DILEMMA FRIENDSHIP BETRAYAL

TEAMWORK (FOOTBALL MAD #4) BY PAUL STEWART
Teamwork can help the dream work, but what will
happen when Scott has to play for the other side ... the
girls’ team! Paul Stewart wraps up the action for the
Dale Juniors in the climactic final instalment of
the Football Mad series.

Football-based stories always in demand; this series
is perfectly pitched for the 8-12 age range

•

Vibrant, eye-catching packaging – the four-books
series has collectable and commercial appeal

9781781129357

•

9781781129340

Tackles themes of loyalty, sexism and defying
expectations

9781781129302

PAUL STEWART
7th April 2022
Illustrated by Michael Broad
9781781129364
£6.99 | PB | B format | IA: 8+ | RA: 8

•

HURLY BURLY: MACBETH MAYHEM
BY ROSS MONTGOMERY

SCHOOL COMEDY SHAKESPEARE

Fair is foul and foul is fair … bestseller Ross
Montgomery returns with a laugh-out-loud, perfectly
pitched introduction to Shakespeare’s Macbeth.

•

Ross Montgomery is a much-loved writer, with
bestselling titles including The Midnight Guardians –
shortlisted for the Costa Children's Book Award

•

Quentin Blake-esque illustrations from Mark Beech
make this a perfect commercial package

9781781129210

Allows a younger readership to engage with and
enjoy Macbeth

9781781129616

ROSS MONTGOMERY
5th May 2022
Illustrated by Mark Beech
9781800900820
£6.99 | PB | B format | IA: 8+ | RA: 8

•

FASCISM POVERTY PREJUDICE

THE BATTLE OF CABLE STREET BY TANYA LANDMAN
Elsie witnesses the rise of antisemitic fascism in 1930s
London in this gripping new story from award-winning
author Tanya Landman.

• Explores a key period of British inter-war
history that has received little attention in
fiction
• Political focus that remains hugely relevant for
modern readers
• Carnegie Medal winning author Tanya
Landman is renowned for her award-winning
fiction and won the Scottish Teenage Book
Prize for her historical Barrington Stoke novel
One Shot
TANYA LANDMAN

2nd June 2022

9781800901087
£7.99 | PB | B format | IA: 10+ | RA: 8

TANYA LANDMAN - BACKLIST
REVIEWS FOR ONE SHOT

“Landman is known for her ferocious, affecting
historical fiction … this is one of her best. Grim yet
uplifting, this slim, tough book will grip its reader
from first page to last” THE GUARDIAN
“Landman writes with pace, passion and expertise”
THE TIMES

“Brilliantly told … grabs you from the very outset
with a pacey opening and just never lets you go”
THE LETTERPRESS PROJECT

GARMENT-TRADE EXPLOITATION VIETNAM

STITCHED UP BY STEVE COLE
The horrific real-life cost of fast fashion is exposed in
this gripping tale of survival from bestselling author
Steve Cole.

STEVE COLE
2nd June 2022
Illustrated by Oriol Vidal
9781800901230
£6.99 | PB | B format | IA: 8+ | RA: 8

•

A topical, real-world tale with global interest –
explores the horrifying treatment of child factory
workers and the links between their lives and fastfashion trends in the west

•

Steve Cole is a hugely popular and prolific writer –
prominent name across bookshops, schools and
libraries and an internationally bestselling backlist

•

Follows the great success of Steve’s previous
environmental fiction for Barrington Stoke, with
Oriol Vidal once again providing stunning cover art
and illustrations

PRAISE FOR STEVE’S
ENVIRONMENTAL FICTION

”Will have readers on the edge of their seats
and racing through the pages“
BLOGGER REVIEW OF WELCOME TO TRASHLAND

"Powerful and absolutely gripping … a wake-up
call for young readers about the urgent need to
protect our world”
LOVEREADING4KIDS REVIEW OF WORLD BURN DOWN

"I can absolutely guarentee that you'll sit and
read this book from cover to cover and be
completely gripped as well as outraged. It's a
great read at every level”
THE LETTERPRESS PROJECT OF WORLD BURN DOWN

"Cole's prose is vivid and visceral, with nuanced
characterisation and evocative descriptions that
make a global issue feel deeply personal“
CBI RECOMMENDED READS REVIEW OF TIN BOY

"A brilliant, diverse, and truly original book"
ASKEWS/HOLTS LIBRARY SERVICE REVIEW OF TIN BOY

CHESS PERIL RUSSIA

THE CLOCKWORK QUEEN BY PETER BUNZL
Sophie must play the role of the Clockwork Queen in
order to free her father in this page-turning historical
adventure from Cogheart author Peter Bunzl.
Inspired by a true story

•

Chess is consistently popular among children and
across schools, while further buzz has been brought
by Netflix’s hit show The Queen’s Gambit

•

Peter Bunzl is famed for his stunning historical fiction
for children, especially his bestselling Cogheart series
– the first of which was nominated for the Carnegie
Medal

•

Peter’s first Barrington Stoke
novel, Featherlight, sold 3k
copies in its first month and
has established a keen
audience for his shorter fiction

9781781129180

PETER BUNZL
2nd June 2022
Illustrated by Lia Visirin
9781800900806
£6.99 | PB | B format | IA: 8+ | RA: 8

•

MUSIC

HEALING

NATURE

BIRDSONG BY KATYA BALEN
Following a traumatic accident, a special friendship
helps talented musician Annie heal and rediscover her
love of music in this stunning novella from rising-star
author Katya Balen.

DRAFT COVER ONLY

LEAD
TITLE

• Moving, sensitively written story exploring
anxiety and complex family relationships
• Katya Balen is one of the most exciting voices
in children’s fiction – shortlisted for the
Branford Boase Award and longlisted for the
2022 CLIP Carnegie Medal
• Stunning artwork from Richard Johnson will
provide a gorgeous commercial look that sits
perfectly next to Katya’s other titles

KATYA BALEN
7th July 2022
Illustrated by Richard Johnson
9781800900981
£6.99 | PB | B format | IA: 8+ | RA: 8

• Beautiful proofs available

PRAISE FOR OCTOBER, OCTOBER

“Deserves classic status”
THE TIMES, CHILDREN’S BOOK OF THE
WEEK

“Quite simply one of the most
beautiful books I’ve ever read”
KIRAN MILLWOOD HARGRAVE

“The most wonderful, original
treasure of a story”
EMMA CARROLL

“A modern classic … relevant,
comforting and life-affirming”
THE SCOTSMAN

“An unforgettable story, an
unforgettable heroine”
LOVEREADING4KIDS

INTERIORS FROM BIRDSONG

LIBRARIES CAMPAIGN FRIENDSHIP

HETTY AND THE BATTLE OF THE BOOKS BY ANNA JAMES

A passionate campaign brings four best friends back
together in a fight to save their school library in this
heartwarming tale from bestselling author Anna
James.

• Heartwarming story from the bestselling
author of Pages & Co.
• Anna previously worked as a school librarian,
bringing knowledge and passion to the
story, and she is very well connected as former
News Editor for The Bookseller
• Love letter to libraries, books and the joy of
reading
ANNA JAMES
7th July 2022
Illustrated by Jez Tuyah
9781800900998
£6.99 | PB | B format | IA: 8+ | RA: 8

• Publication supported by digital proof, display
packs and library-focused events and socialmedia campaign

PRAISE FOR PAGES & CO.

“Full of warmth, it is as comforting as hot
chocolate with whipped cream”
THE SUNDAY TIMES

“Delightful! A joy of a book”
KIRAN MILLWOOD HARGRAVE

“A thrilling, inventive book-lover’s delight,
where fiction really does come to life. It’s a
treat for readers of every age”
MATT HAIG

“A true delight for book-lovers”
KATHERINE WOODFINE

DIGITAL-DETOX CAMPING FAMILY

PICTURE PERFECT BY SERENA PATEL
A quest for screen-free family time leads to camping
chaos in this hilarious and heartwarming comedy.

• Hilarious family tale from bestselling author of
Anisha, Accidental Detective (winner of the
Sainsbury’s Children’s Book Award)
• Focus on life in a modern British Indian family,
told with real warmth and humour
• Gently funny look at family life and our
addiction to screens and social media

SERENA PATEL
7th July 2022
Illustrated by Louise Forshaw
9781800900905
£6.99 | PB | B format | IA: 8+ | RA: 8

PRAISE FOR ANISHA, ACCIDENTAL DETECTIVE

Shortlisted for the British Book
Awards Children’s Fiction Book of
the Year 2021

“The story surfs along on a wave
of excitable prose, while offering
insights into Hindu culture that,
for the uninitiated, are
intriguing” FINANCIAL TIMES
“The chaotic warmth of an
eccentric extended family
underpins this exhilarating romp”
DAILY MAIL

“Astute characterization and
irresistible humour”
THE GUARDIAN, CHILDREN’S BOOKS
OF THE YEAR

FAMILY ADVENTURE SURVIVAL SKILLS

THE DAY MY FAMILY DISAPPEARED BY JO SIMMONS
Adrian Mole meets Home Alone in this hilarious madcap
adventure from bestselling author Jo Simmons.

• Jo Simmons has been hugely successful with
funny fiction – her hit title I Swapped My
Brother on the Internet was shortlisted for 2020
Lollies Award and was picked for Tom
Fletcher’s WHSmith Book Club
• Humour is hugely popular with this age group
• Brilliant, characterful illustrations to engage
reluctant readers
1st September 2022
JO SIMMONS
Illustrated by Lee Cosgrove
9781800901070
£6.99 | PB | B format | IA: 8+ | RA: 8

PRAISE FOR JO SIMMONS

Shortlisted for the Lollies 2020
and included in Tom Fletcher’s
2018 WHSmith Book Club

“Laugh-aloud fun”
THE METRO

“Readers will be hooked from
page one. A great story with
a likeable lead character and
some important lessons”
BOOK TRUST

“Oodles of child appeal”
THE BOOKSELLER

“A lively writer who knows
how to crank up the fun”
YOUNG POST

SPORTS DAY DOGS FUNNY

NOODLE THE DOODLE WINS THE DAY
BY JONATHAN MERES
Noodle causes mayhem as Sports Day arrives at Wigley
Primary – and a new friend adds even more mischief in
this adorable canine caper from Jonathan Meres.

• Accessible, fun comedy with relatable school
setting
• Expands on popular series – collectively over 9k
copies sold since publication
• Strong series look with brilliant author-illustrator
team
• POS and activity sheets to be made available for
the full Noodle series
JONATHAN MERES
7th July 2022
Illustrated by Katy Halford
9781800901094
£6.99 | PB | B format | IA: 8+ | RA: 8

9781800901094

9781800900189

9781781129531

“Jonathan Meres clearly understands children as well as he understands dogs …
young readers will very much enjoy sharing Noodle's adventures”
LOVEREADING4KIDS REVIEW OF NOODLE THE DOODLE

“Noodle will always be a very special book to us as it was the first ‘proper book’ T
would even try to read independently. He then realised he could. His love of
Noodle’s antics made him read with a confidence I had never heard in him. He has
perhaps read it 12 times or more” JEN O’BRIEN, TEACHER/PARENT

POLAND GRANDPARENT CHRISTMAS

THE FISH IN THE BATHTUB BY EOIN COLFER

DRAFT COVER ONLY

Eoin Colfer’s heartwarming tale of an unlikely friendship and
the bond between a girl and her grandfather.

EOIN COLFER
6th October 2022
Illustrated by Peter Bailey
9781800901049
£6.99 | PB | B format | IA: 7+ | RA: 7

•

Inspired by festive Polish tradition

•

Written by the New York Times bestselling author of
Artemis Fowl

•

Early reader for 7+

•

Beautiful illustrations from legendary illustrator
Peter Bailey

•

4u2read is the top-selling series in schools

BABYSITTING SIBLINGS MAGIC

MY FRIEND’S A GRIS-KWOK BY MALORIE BLACKMAN

DRAFT COVER ONLY

Malorie Blackman’s hilarious tale of shape-shifting and
babysitting antics.

MALORIE BLACKMAN
6th October 2022
Illustrated by Andy Rowland
9781800901629
£6.99 | PB | B format | IA: 7+ | RA: 7

•

Malorie Blackman is the internationally bestselling
author of Noughts and Crosses and former Children’s
Laureate 2013–15

•

Early reader for 7+

•

Over 12k copies sold of original edition

•

Hilarious madcap plot will delight young readers

•

Fantastical illustrations bursting with fun and energy

Teen Titles

ROMANCE REPUTATION RETELLING

PRIDE AND PREJUDICE – A RETELLING BY
LAURA WOOD
Elizabeth Bennet and Mr Darcy’s romance comes to life
once more in a stunning and truly accessible retelling
of Austen’s beloved classic from bestseller Laura Wood.

LAURA WOOD

6th January 2022

9781800900240
£7.99 | PB | B format | IA: 13+ | RA: 9

•

Laura Wood is known for her enchanting period
romances, including YA Book Prize shortlisted A
Snowfall of Silver and A Sky Painted Gold – the perfect
author to bring Austen’s characters to life

•

Brings a timeless classic to more readers,
accentuating key themes and scenes from the
original text in a more concise format

•

Fantastic early feedback from readers: “It was great
… I was struggling with the language of the original.
It will give me the confidence to read the original in
future”

9781781129371

9781781129128

PRAISE FOR OUR CLASSIC RETELLINGS

“Brontë’s voice can still be heard ...
Faced with the task of turning a
complex classic into an easy read,
Landman has excelled”

"Not just the perfect gateway drug to
what I think is the greatest English
novel, but a brilliant book in its own
right" ANTHONY MCGOWAN ON WUTHERING

THE TELEGRAPH ON JANE EYRE – A RETELLING

HEIGHTS – A RETELLING

EARTH

ANGST

QUEST

WRATH BY MARCUS SEDGWICK
Marcus Sedgwick crafts a characteristically unsettling
mystery exploring teen relationships and our
connection to the world around us in his gripping
Barrington Stoke debut.

MARCUS SEDGWICK

3rd March 2022

9781800900899
£7.99 | PB | B format | IA: TEEN | RA: 8

•

Marcus Sedgwick a highly exciting addition to the
Barrington Stoke list – immensely popular and wellrespected across the industry

•

Wrath is a masterclass in building suspense and
atmosphere, with a thought-provoking plot that
will entrance readers right until the final page

•

Themes tap into topical concerns for young people
– the earth, the environment and our place in it

•

Author lives in France

MARCUS SEDGWICK

Five-time nominee for the
Astrid Lindgren Memorial
Award
Winner of the Branford Boase
Award
Shortlisted eight times for the
CILIP Carnegie Medal
Winner of the Blue Peter Book
Award – Best Book with Pictures

“So thrilling even the most reluctant readers might find it hard to
put down. I certainly couldn’t” THE SUNDAY TIMES BOOK OF THE
WEEK - DARK PEAK

“Writing like [this] speaks for itself. I admire it both as a reader
and as a writer” EOIN COLFER, THE NEW YORK TIMES SUNDAY BOOK
REVIEW OF MIDWINTERBLOOD

“Sedgwick writes like a dream, albeit one that you wake from
heart beating fast, drenched in sweat” ALEX O’CONNELL, THE
TIMES REVIEW OF SAINT DEATH

Winner of the BookTrust
Teenage Book Award
Nominated for the Hans
Christian Andersen Award
Shortlisted for the Guardian
Children’s Fiction Award
Shortlisted for the Edgar Allan
Poe Award

WEDDINGS TRADITION BODY-POSITIVE

SAY NO TO THE DRESS BY KEREN DAVID
Join Mira on her excruciating but hilarious journey to four
different altars in a story about family, friendship and finding
your true self, no matter what you’re forced to wear. A pitchperfect teen read from bestselling author Keren David.
•

Funny, feisty body-positive drama

•

Keren David is a hugely accomplished author well-known
for her pitch-perfect teen voices and for spotlighting key
social topics like body image, social media and identity

•

Approaches topics of Jewish identity and what Jewish
traditions look like for modern families

“An astute, thought-provoking
look at the highs and lows of
social media”
KEREN DAVID

7th April 2022

9781800900875
£7.99 | PB | B format | IA: TEEN | RA: 8

THE BOOKSELLER

“Short, snappy and entertaining”
BOOKTRUST

9781781128558

Praise for The Disconnect

Praise for KEREN DAVID
▪ ‘From the opening line, “My name is River and I am a liar”, to
the last page, this novel will have the most reluctant reader
hooked. A story full of intrigue, mystery, lies and cover-ups is
woven in The Liar’s Handbook.’ INIS
▪ ‘With strong characters and a page-turning plot, it’s totally
un-put-downable’ THE BOOKBAG
▪ ‘River the born storyteller is an irresistible narrator and
readers will be completely caught up in his story from first
page to last. There are twists, shocks and surprises
throughout’ ANDREA REECE, LOVEREADING4KIDS
▪ ‘The Liar’s Handbook is filled with tension from the very
beginning and good luck with working out the truth from
deceit!’ IN NEED OF A READ

REMORSE FOSTER CARE JUSTICE

NEEDLE BY PATRICE LAWRENCE
Award-winning author Patrice Lawrence explores the
harsh reality of the criminal justice system for young
people in this riveting teen drama.

PATRICE LAWRENCE

5th May 2022

9781800901018
£7.99 | PB | B format | IA: TEEN | RA: 8

•

Patrice Lawrence is an award-winning writer for
teens and won both the Bookseller YA Prize and
Waterstones Prize for Older Fiction with Orangeboy

•

Needle explores the flaws within our criminal justice
system and how it treats young offenders, shedding
a crucial light on an important but often neglected
issue

•

Patrice is a passionate advocate for equality and
social justice and has spent over 20 years working
with charities supporting these causes

PATRICE LAWRENCE

“Fresh and important... Patrice Lawrence is
a hot name in publishing” THE TIMES
“This compelling thriller from an award-

Winner of the Bookseller YA Prize
Winner of the Jhalak Children’s and Young
Adult Prize 2021

winning writer is distinguished by brilliant
nuanced characterisation” THE GUARDIAN

Winner of the Waterstones Prize for Older
Children’s Fiction

“What a book! Such a gripping, gritty

Shortlisted for the Costa Children’s Book
Award

storyline, with such wonderful, believable
characters. Loved it” TANYA LANDMAN

Shortlisted for the YA Book Prize 2021

TOM PALMER

TOTAL BARRINGTON STOKE SALES OF OVER 350,000
Two-time winner of the FCBG Book Award
Longlisted for the Carnegie Medal
Winner of the 2021 Young Quills Award (10–13 category)

“The best children’s book I’ve yet read about the Holocaust” TIM ROBERTSON, CEO
ANNE FRANK TRUST ON AFTER THE WAR

“Historical fiction doesn’t get much better than this” LOVEREADING4KIDS
“Tom Palmer is, to my mind, the best author writing accessible history inspired
children’s fiction today” NORTH OF SCOTLAND NEWSPAPERS

WW2 RESISTANCE COURAGE

RESIST BY TOM PALMER
Multi-award-winning author Tom Palmer shines a
light on life under wartime occupation, in a
beautifully told story inspired by the childhood of
Hollywood legend Audrey Hepburn.

LEAD
TITLE

4th August 2022
TOM PALMER
Cover art by Tom Clohosy Cole
9781800901063
£6.99 | PB | B format | IA: 8+ | RA: 8

•

Fascinating story with instant hook for readers

•

Based on a powerful but little-known aspect of
Dutch WW2 history and the teenage years of one
of Hollywood’s most beloved actresses

•

Builds on sensational success of Tom’s previous
award-winning war fiction

•

Stunning cover artwork from Tom Clohosy Cole
provides great commercial appeal and strong links
to Tom’s backlist

WW2 RESISTANCE COURAGE

4th August 2022
TOM PALMER
Cover artwork by Tom Clohosy Cole
9781800901063
£6.99 | PB | B format | IA: 8+ | RA: 8

YEAR-LONG LEAD-TITLE MARKETING CAMPAIGN
•

Acquisition announcement for MARCH 22

•

Beautiful proofs launch at LBF 2022

•

Engaging video content from the author, CLPE teaching
resources, international charity partnerships and more

•

Pitching for all key festivals as well as large online school
events

•

Display material

•

Social-media assets

•

Bookshop signings

•

Online events

Non Fiction

HISTORICAL TRUE STORY SLAVERY

JOURNEY BACK TO FREEDOM
BY CATHERINE JOHNSON
From the horrors of the slave trade to a book that changed
the world, Catherine Johnson celebrates the incredible life
of Olaudah Equiano in this gripping true story.

LEAD
TITLE

• Retells an astounding life story in an accessible
format, giving young readers insight into an
internationally influential figure and the
shocking injustice and prejudice he faced
• Follows on from phenomenal success of Race to
the Frozen North – nearly 40k copies sold since
publication and shortlisted for the 2020 UKLA
Book Awards

CATHERINE JOHNSON 1st September 2022
Black and white vignettes by Katie Hickey
9781781129227
£7.99 | PB | B format | IA: 8+ | RA: 8

• Award-winning author Catherine Johnson is a
hugely respected novelist and screenwriter
• Publishing for Black History Month

PRAISE FOR CATHERINE JOHNSON
RACE TO THE FROZEN NORTH
Nominated for the Carnegie Medal
Shortlisted for the UKLA Award
Shortlisted for the Young Quills Award
“Catherine Johnson is the grand
master of historical fiction for
children; her prose is warm and wise
and utterly gripping”
KATHERINE RUNDELL, GUARDIAN

“If it doesn’t make you angry, you
haven’t read it properly”
FLEUR HITCHCOCK

9781781128404

“Wonderful … Uncovering the
forgotten and hidden histories of
those who have been marginalised is a
serious and necessary undertaking
and this book is a great addition to
that genre”
THE LETTERPRESS PROJECT

HISTORICAL TRUE STORY SLAVERY

EGYPT TREASURE

DISCOVERY

TUTANKHAMUN’S TREASURE BY DAVID LONG
Uncover the incredible true story of Howard Carter’s
world-changing discovery in this fun and informative
retelling of the secrets of Tutankhamun’s tomb.

•

Engaging, accessible reading across key topical
history modules

•

Free activities and learning resources available on
publication

9781781129661

David Long won the 2017 Blue Peter Book Award
and is highly acclaimed for his informative,
engaging non-fiction

9781781129388

DAVID LONG
7th April 2022
Illustrated by Stefano Tambellini
9781800900073
£6.99 | PB | B format | IA: 8+ | RA: 8 l Non-Fiction

•

PRAISE FOR DAVID LONG’S ACCESSIBLE NON-FICTION

“David Long excels at telling intriguing stories from
the past” THE INDEPENDENT
“Filled with fascinating facts about the history of space
travel, it offers pent-up imaginations the chance to leave
Earth on a nail-biting adventure”
9781781129388

GUARDIAN

“A riveting retelling”
“This brilliantly accessible retelling of this unforgettable
tragedy is a perfect and engaging read for history fanatics
and reluctant readers alike”
LOVEREADING4KIDS

9781781129661

THE BOOKSELLER

SPREAD FROM TRAGEDY AT SEA
ILLUSTRATED BY STEFANO TAMBELLINI

SPREAD FROM SURVIVAL IN SPACE
ILLUSTRATED BY STEFANO TAMBELLINI

ENVIRONMENT ENDURANCE EXPEDITION

EVEREST: REACHING THE ROOF OF THE WORLD
BY DAVID LONG
Join the treacherous mission to conquer Earth’s highest
peak in David Long’s enthralling account of the first
expeditions to climb Everest.

DRAFT COVER ONLY

LEAD
TITLE

David Long
1st September 2022
Illustrated by Stefano Tambellini
9781800900943
£6.99 | PB | B format | IA: 8+ | RA: 8

• Taps into an international fascination with
Everest and the endless attempts to conquer it
• Follows on from numerous films,
documentaries and more in a fact-filled,
beautifully illustrated package perfect for
middle-grade readers
• Non-fiction perfect for reluctant readers
• Top non-fiction author and winner of the Blue
Peter Book Award
• Free activities available on publication

9781800900073

9781781129661

9781781129388

“Long excels at telling intriguing stories from the past ... and this book is
no exception” THE INDEPENDENT, BEST KIDS NON-FICTION
"Overflowing with astounding facts and fascinating illustrations and
diagrams … a perfect and engaging read for history fanatics and reluctant
readers alike“
LOVEREADING4KIDS

