Children's Character
Development - Spring 2021
Rights Guide
3/18/2021

dropcap.com | Allison@dropcap.com |
Monica@dropcap.com

contact: allison@dropcap.com

Don't Be Afraid to Drop
This book is for anyone who is at a transitional point in their life.
Boy Raindrop is afraid to let go of his cloud and drop to the
ground. He doesn’t want to take a risk, he doesn’t like change,
and he is happy with his comfortable life. His father encourages
him to jump out of his comfort zone and see what he is missing.
This book provides all who read it with a positive perspective on
change, taking risks, and giving back.
National Center for Youth Issues
Publication Date: 1/7/2021
Trim Size: 8in x 9in (203mm x 229mm)
Page Count: 32
Retail Price (USD): 9.95
Age: 4 - 10
ISBN: 9781931636605

Current Licenses: None
BISAC Codes
JUVENILE NONFICTION / Social Issues / Self-Esteem & Self-Reliance
JUVENILE NONFICTION / Social Issues / Values & Virtues
FAMILY & RELATIONSHIPS / Life Stages / General

contact: allison@dropcap.com

Hugga Loula
By Nancy Dearborn, Illustrated By Huang
Junyan
If you're grumpy or sad, frustrated or mad, just give a shout, and
hug it out.Loula learns that what we want isn't always what we
need, and although a hug won't make negative feelings
disappear, it's a great start! With trendy illustrations and a
charming refrain that begs to be repeated, your family is sure to
read Hugga Loula again and again.

Familius
Publication Date: 3/1/2021
Trim Size: 10in x 8.5in (254mm x
216mm)
Page Count: 32
Age: 4 - 8
ISBN: 9781641702713

Current Licenses: , English Worldwide (Audio)
BISAC Codes
JUVENILE FICTION / Social Issues / Emotions & Feelings
JUVENILE FICTION / Family / General (see also headings under Social
Issues)

contact: allison@dropcap.com

I Can Say No
By Jenny Simmons, Illustrated By Kristin Sorra

National Center for Youth Issues
Publication Date: 3/4/2021
Trim Size: 8in x 9in (203mm x 229mm)
Page Count: 32
Retail Price (USD): 9.95
Age: 6 - 10
ISBN: 9781937870775

In I Can Say No, Jenny Simmons teaches children the power of
the word “no.” Whether it’s saying no to bullying or someone
invading their personal space or simply to playing with a friend
when they need some alone time, children learn that they can
use their voice to stand up for what is good in the world, and
good for themselves. I learned a little word, And even though it’s
small, When I use it with authority, I’m the strongest of them all!
NO That’s right. I can say NO. I can say no to a movie I don’t like.
I can say no if I’m not into riding bikes. I can say no if I want to
be alone, Or I’m feeling kind of tired and would rather stay at
home. As parents and educators, we often teach children to use
the word “no” when they are in danger or when someone is
trying to harm them. But “no” is powerful in other areas of life, as
well. Learning to say “no” without feeling guilty or needing to
explain themselves gives children the power to protect their
boundaries, energy, convictions, and time. Saying “no” also
allows them to create space for saying “yes” to the things that
matter most. By teaching children how to use this small but
mighty word, they will be able to face life with confidence,
independence, and a positive sense of self-worth!
About The Author
Jenny Simmons is a dynamic storyteller who champions selftransformation in students and adults. She is an accomplished
singer/songwriter, the author of two books on personal growth
and grief, and serves as a Chaplain working alongside students
every day. Jenny has been traveling the country for two decades
performing and teaching students and adults how to cultivate a
life of hope, resiliency and creativity. A former people-pleaser
and mom of two daughters, Jenny is passionate about equipping
and empowering children to use their voices in ways that
establish honest, compassionate boundaries. She lives with her
family in Nashville, Tennessee.
Current Licenses: None
BISAC Codes
JUVENILE FICTION / Social Issues / Self-Esteem & Self-Reliance
JUVENILE FICTION / Social Issues / Values & Virtues
JUVENILE FICTION / Social Issues / General (see also headings under
Family)

contact: allison@dropcap.com

I Lost My BFF

Navigating Friendships

By Jennifer Licate, Illustrated By Suzanne Beaky

Boys Town Press
Publication Date: 1/26/2021
Trim Size: 10in x 7in (254mm x 178mm)
Page Count: 40
Retail Price (USD): 12.95
Age: 9 - 13
ISBN: 9781944882679

Sophia and Aaliyah have been the best of friends for a long time
now – since first grade! They do EVERYTHING together. They like
the same things, and they always have fun! So imagine Sophia’s
surprise when Aaliyah starts spending more time with Christabel,
and it’s interfering with Sophia and Aaliyah’s time together. All of
this change is hard, and Sophia finds herself wondering why.
Does this mean Sophia did something wrong? Does it mean
Aaliyah likes Christabel better? Sophia finds herself thinking… I
Lost My BFF. Through honest conversations and openmindedness, Sophia, Aaliyah, Christabel and Asha soon learn that
it’s okay for friends to have other good friends, and not everyone
needs to like to do the same things all of the time. If they are
kind and respectful toward one another, their friendships can
grow and change.
Current Licenses: None
BISAC Codes
JUVENILE FICTION / Social Issues / Friendship
JUVENILE FICTION / Social Issues / Self-Esteem & Self-Reliance
EDUCATION / Counseling / Crisis Management

contact: allison@dropcap.com

Let's Move
By Larissa Honsek
Adorable clay characters invite children to learn about their
bodies through movement. Wave your arms! Lift your legs! Open
your hands and cover your eyes! You won't be able to stay in
your seat for this engaging movement primer. From the creator
of Opposites comes another colorful board book for children
learning what their bodies can do!

Familius
Publication Date: 5/1/2021
Trim Size: 7in x 7in (178mm x 178mm)
Page Count: 16
Retail Price (USD): 8.99

About The Author
Larissa Honsek is a Berlin-based graphic designer, photographer,
and illustrator who loves to explore the intersections of these
fields. Her tribe of bright and colorful characters is born out of
experiments with a multitude of mixed-media elements: clay
sculpting, photography, digital and analogue collaging, painting,
drawing, printing, and scanning.

ISBN: 9781641704540

Current Licenses: , English Worldwide (Audio)
BISAC Codes
JUVENILE NONFICTION / Health & Daily Living / Fitness & Exercise
JUVENILE NONFICTION / Concepts / Body
JUVENILE NONFICTION / Health & Daily Living / General

contact: allison@dropcap.com

Marvin's Monster Diary 4:
Neighborhood Bully
Monster Diaries

By Raun Melmed, Caroline Bliss Larsen,
Illustrated By Arief Kriembonga

Familius
Publication Date: 7/1/2021
Trim Size: 5in x 8in (127mm x 203mm)
Page Count: 116
Retail Price (USD): 12.99
Age: 7 - 9
ISBN: 9781641704632

It's the clawsomest time of year: summer vacation! All Marvin
and his friends want is to enjoy their turf—the park across the
street—and play superheroes to their hearts' content. But when
bullies arise, so does conflict. Suddenly a power struggle erupts
over playground dibs. It's Marvin and his band of Super Scarers
versus Drake the Dreadful and his too-cool-for-school
henchmen! But the monsters discover that bullying isn't always
black and white, good guys and bad guys. By using tools such as
ST4 and a circular role-playing game, Marvin and his friends
discover that defeating bullying doesn't always mean defeating
bullies. In fact, with a little help from your friends, anyone can
rise to the occasion. Marvin's hilarious doodles and diary entries
chronicle his delightful adventures, misadventures, and eventual
triumph in a funny, relatable way. It's the one series on ADHD
and associated issues that kids will actually want to read!
About The Author
Raun D. Melmed, MD, FAAP, a developmental and behavioral
pediatrician, is the director of the Melmed Center in Scottsdale,
Arizona, and co-founder and medical director of the Southwest
Autism Research and Resource Center. He is the author of
Autism: Early Intervention; Autism and the Extended Family; and
a series of books on mindfulness for children: Marvin's Monster
Diary: ADHD Attacks, Timmy's Monster Diary: Screen Time Stress,
Harriet's Monster Diary: Awfully Anxious, Marvin's Monster Diary
2 (+Lyssa): ADHD Emotion Explosion, Marvin's Monster Diary 3:
Trouble with Friends (But I Get By, Big Time!), and the next in the
series, and Marvin's Monster Diary 4: Bullying.Caroline Bliss
Larsen edits BYU Independent Study courses by day and writes
and edits novels by night. She is also the coauthor of Marvin's
Monster Diary 2 (+Lyssa!): ADHD Emotion Explosion and Marvin's
Monster Diary 3: Trouble with Friends.
Current Licenses: , English Worldwide (Audio)
BISAC Codes
JUVENILE FICTION / Social Issues / Bullying

contact: allison@dropcap.com

Opal Octopus is Overwhelmed
By Ashley Barkley, Illustrated By Brian Martin

Boys Town Press
Publication Date: 4/13/2021
Trim Size: 9in x 9in (229mm x 229mm)
Page Count: 31
Retail Price (USD): 10.95
Age: 4 - 11
ISBN: 9781944882730

With eight tentacles and loads of energy, Opal is the first to
volunteer for any project or opportunity. And when she doesn’t
volunteer, her friends are sure to ask! Opal soon finds herself
spending all her daytime hours scheduled, and those hours start
to creep into night, too. Her energy drains, and she starts
forgetting important responsibilities. Even worse, with her time
fully accounted for, the fun things Opal used to enjoy start to
feel like chores. What can she do? With help from her mom, Opal
learns about a self-care acronym: RESET! Will the RESET
reminders, covering everything from rest, to saying no, to taking
charge of your own time, help Opal get back on track so she can
prioritize the important things, and find joy in her day again?
Find out in this very funny story for K-5 students.
Current Licenses: None
BISAC Codes
JUVENILE FICTION / Social Issues / Self-Esteem & Self-Reliance
JUVENILE NONFICTION / Social Issues / Self-Esteem & Self-Reliance
EDUCATION / Counseling / General

contact: allison@dropcap.com

Practicing Patience
By Jennifer Law, Illustrated By Brian Martin

Boys Town Press
Publication Date: 2/23/2021
Trim Size: 9in x 9in (229mm x 229mm)
Page Count: 31
Retail Price (USD): 10.95
Age: 3 - 11
ISBN: 9781944882709

There’s hardly ANYTHING worse in Gabe’s eyes than having to
wait. Whether it’s waiting for classmates to get quiet enough to
go to PE, or waiting for his turn in the lunch line, Gabe is just
plain TIRED of waiting! But imagine Gabe’s surprise when his left
shoe, Lefty, notices Gabe’s restlessness and in a small voice gives
him tips on how to be patient. What was even more surprising
was when his right shoe, Lacey, pipes in to explain why it’s
important to practice patience – even when it’s hard. PreK – 5
students are sure to relate to Gabe’s struggles and find ways to
use the tips to practice patience at school and at home.
Current Licenses: None
BISAC Codes
JUVENILE FICTION / Social Issues / Self-Esteem & Self-Reliance
JUVENILE FICTION / Social Issues / Manners & Etiquette
EDUCATION / Counseling / General

contact: allison@dropcap.com

The Boy Who Illustrated
Happiness
By Victor Dias de Oliveira Santos, Illustrated By
Eszter Miklós
Ben loves to draw. Drawing makes him happy, and he uses his
drawing talent to also make others around him happy. One day,
he has an idea: what if he started a Happiness Club? To become a
member of the club, all a child has to do is use their own unique
talents to make another member of the club happy. In this
uplifting, diverse, and beautifully illustrated book, children will
learn how the exponential power of love, respect, and friendship
can be harnessed to make the world a happier place for all.
Linguacious, LLC
Publication Date: 3/22/2021
Trim Size: 11in x 8.5in (279mm x
216mm)
Page Count: 32
Word Count: 970
Retail Price (USD): 13.99
Age: 5 - 9
ISBN: 978-1-64962-300-3

About The Author
Victor D.O. Santos, PhD is an award-winning children's author, a
language-learning expert, and a father to two multilingual and
trilingual children. He is best known as the author of the multiaward-winning children’s series Little Polyglot Adventures, which
was inspired by his own family history. All of Victor’s fun and
beautifully illustrated children’s books serve to show children the
importance of being kind towards one another and of
appreciating different cultures, languages, races, and ways of
thinking Just as with his own kids, he wants all children to grow
up to be caring and respectful people, who care about who they
are while also respecting those who are different from them.
Victor is also a member of the Society of Children’s Book Writers
and Illustrators (SCBWI) and of the Independent Book Publishers
Association (IBPA).
Reviews
"The Boy Who Illustrated Happiness has a lovely message to kids
about creative positivity and helps young people understand
how they can use their personal talents to change the world.
Lovely illustrations add pizzazz and interest to a story which
holds a powerful message." --- Midwest Books Reviews
“Reflective and captivating from the get-go. This is a wow book,
just right for parents and children to share.” --- Prairies Book
Review
Current Licenses: None
BISAC Codes
JUVENILE FICTION / Diversity & Multicultural *
JUVENILE FICTION / Social Issues / Friendship
JUVENILE FICTION / Social Issues / Emotions & Feelings

contact: allison@dropcap.com

The Good, the Bad, and the
Backstory
By Melissa Minery, Illustrated By Stephanie
Hider

Boys Town Press
Publication Date: 3/9/2021
Trim Size: 10in x 7in (254mm x 178mm)
Page Count: 50
Retail Price (USD): 9.95
Age: 11 - 14
ISBN: 9781944882716

Welcome to a day in the life of five middle school students –
Ashley, Kenishia, Taara, Ryan and Andrew. Their day begins in the
early morning hours when each of them is roused from slumber.
Some awaken to the sound of an annoying alarm. Others are
scared out of bed by Mom or Dad. Then there’s Ryan, who
oversleeps – again. He forgot to set his alarm clock and no one’s
ever at home to wake him. Ryan gets to school late. Melanie
arrives excited and energetic. Tara comes anxious and distracted.
Andrew shows up ready to bully someone, and Ashley enters sad
and sulking because of unkind gossip she heard on the bus. As
they walk the hallways, attend class and navigate the dreaded
lunchroom, they experience all of the messiness of middle school
– the fragile friendships, the peer pressure, the fickle social
hierarchy and the relationship drama. Issues at home and
interactions at school influence how they relate to one another,
their classmates and their teachers throughout the day. Author
Melissa Minery gives the reader a birds-eye view of a middle
school day as it unfolds for each character, offering an
unflinching look at how a child’s backstory – family life, values,
beliefs, triumphs and tragedies – influences his or her actions.
Written for middle schoolers, it’s a true-to-life story with a
valuable message about courage, forgiveness, empathy and
understanding.
About The Author
Melissa Minery is a Certified School Counselor in New
Hampshire. She has worked at the elementary-to-high school
levels and as a career Counselor with young adult's. She's always
doing something to "grow her brain" and loves going on
adventures with her family and hiking in the white mountains.
This is her first published work.
Current Licenses: None
BISAC Codes
JUVENILE FICTION / Social Issues / Self-Esteem & Self-Reliance
JUVENILE FICTION / Social Issues / Dating & Sex
EDUCATION / Counseling / Crisis Management

contact: allison@dropcap.com

The Proudest Color
By Sheila Modir and Jeffrey Kashou, Monica
Mikai
Zhara sees the world in vivid color. When she's happy, she feels a
razzle-dazzle pink in her hands. When she's sad, she feels a deep
blue behind her eyes. But she isn't quite sure how to feel about
the color of her skin. Kids at school tell her she is different, but
her mother tells her to be proud! From a diverse team and based
on extensive research, The Proudest Color is a timely, sensitive
introduction to race, racism, and racial pride.

Familius
Publication Date: 9/1/2021
Trim Size: 10in x 10in (254mm x 254mm)
Page Count: 32
Retail Price (USD): 17.99
Age: 5 - 8
ISBN: 9781641705783

About The Author
Sheila Modir is a pediatric psychologist, and Jeffrey Kashou is a
marriage and family therapist. As Middle Eastern Americans
(Iranian and Palestinian) and as clinicians, they advocate for
diversity, equality, and inclusion and work toward promoting
resilience in children.
Current Licenses: None
BISAC Codes
JUVENILE FICTION / Diversity & Multicultural *
JUVENILE FICTION / Social Issues / Emotions & Feelings
JUVENILE FICTION / People & Places / United States / African
American

