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PICTURE BOOK PICTURE BOOK

Little Nic’s Big World is a heartwarming 
celebration of the diversity within our 
communities.

It is the day of the big school fête – a day for 
Nic and his friends to share and celebrate their 
heritage and their culture! Little Nic and his 
mum have baked a cassava cake. Others share 
music, sports, art and culture. But uh oh! Nic 
has his lost school bag with the cake in it. Will 
he find it in time for the big feast? 

A standalone title, or lovely follow-up to Little 
Nic’s Big Day, these titles champion difference 
and inclusion.  

AGES 3–6

October 2021 • 260x275mm • HB • Full Colour Throughout • 32pp • WORLD RIGHTS 

LITTLE NIC’S BIG WORLD  
Nic Naitanui, illustrated by Fátima Anaya

Nic Naitanui was born in Sydney to Fijian parents and raised by his mother, who he 
credits with fostering his strong values and success. He is a widely respected and 
much-loved Australian Football League player and advocates strongly and vocally 
against racism and discrimination both on and off the field.

Fátima Anaya is a graphic designer and children’s illustrator who loves stories 
about magic, love, friendship, family and animals. She lives in El Salvador.                    
www.fatimaanaya.com

1 2

AGES 3–6

A darkly comic and zany picture book 
featuring Ted, Ned, Fred, Jed, and Fred’s 
fish, Zed, who is in peril due to his food 
intolerances. Told entirely in mono-rhyme, 
this funny, engaging story, complete with 
plot twists and surprises, is a joy to read 
aloud – on repeat. 

Zed the fish is white and red. 
His poo hangs down in one long thread. 
The main thing, though, is what Fred said, 
‘NEVER, EVER FEED ZED BREAD.’

 
Who Fed Zed? pays homage to classic picture books such as Fish Out of Water and One Fish, 
Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish and comes from an exciting creative team working together for 
the first time. 

July 2021 • 230x290mm • HB • Full Colour Throughout • 32pp • WORLD RIGHTS 

WHO FED ZED?  
Amelia McInerney, illustrated by Adam Nickel

Amelia McInerney is a humorous picture book author with titles including Bad Crab, illustrated by Philip 
Bunting, My Bird, Bertie illustrated by Shane McG and The Book Chook illustrated by Connah Brecon.  
www.ameliamcinerney.com

Adam Nickel is the illustrator of the bestseller No One Likes a Fart by Zoë Foster Blake. His work is very 
much influenced by mid-century-era design and illustration and he has a background in graphic design and 
animation. His client list includes The Wall Street Journal, Penguin Random House, GQ and New Scientist. 
www.adamnickel.com 



PICTURE BOOKPICTURE BOOK

43

AGES 3–6

A stunning and moving picture book about 
separation, connection and reunion from the team 
behind the glorious Iceberg.

This is the whisper in Ren’s dream.
This is the wind that carries the whisper from        
Ren’s dream. 
These are the waves that dance in the breeze that 
carries the whisper from Ren’s dream.

With its lyrical, cumulative text and whimsical, richly 
imagined artwork, Whisper on the Wind celebrates 
the wonders of the ocean and the power of love to 
find us – wherever we are.

April 2022 • 280x230mm • HB • Full Colour Throughout • 24pp  • WORLD RIGHTS 

WHISPER ON THE WIND  
Claire Saxby, illustrated by Jess Racklyeft

Claire Saxby writes fiction, non-fiction and poetry for children, and has over forty books 
in print. Her work has won several awards including CBCA Honour Book, a NSW Premier’s 
Literary Award, a SCBWI Crystal Kite Award, an Environment Award for Children’s 
Literature, an Educational Publishing Award and the Whitley Award multiple times. Claire 
lives in Melbourne, Australia. www.clairesaxby.wordpress.com

                                                                                                                      Jess Racklyeft is an 
illustrator and author 
based in Melbourne. 
Her work can be 
found in picture 
books, greeting cards, 
printers and other 
papery projects 
and often combines 
collage – either on 
paper or digitally 
assembled – and lots 
of ink. Several of her 
books and illustrations 
have won awards 
including two CBCA 
Notable Picture Book 
of the Year Awards.                   
www.jessesmess.com

WHEN YOU’RE OLDER
Sofie Laguna, illustrated by Judy Watson

By two highly acclaimed, award-winning creators, 
When You’re Older celebrates the joys of childhood 
adventures and imaginings, the creative spirit and the 
powerful bond between brothers.

When you’re older, we’ll ride together 
on our bikes through the jungle.                                                                                
We’ll see snakes on branches of trees.

Beautiful, warm and evocative, Sofie Laguna’s poetic 
text and Judy Watson’s richly imagined and detailed 
illustrations invite the reader to share the brothers’ 
palpable sense of joy and togetherness, curiosity and 
courage, as they explore the far reaches of this wild and 
amazing world. 

Sofie Laguna’s many books, including books for adults, have been published throughout the world. She has 
been shortlisted for the Queensland Premier’s Awards and twice awarded Honour Book by the Children’s Book 
Council of Australia (CBCA). Sofie and her husband, illustrator Marc McBride, recently created The Song of 
Lewis Carmichael together. They live in Melbourne, Australia. www.sofielaguna.com 

Judy Watson works with a combination of digital and traditional methods to make art that explores colour, 
light and our connection with nature. She has won the Prime Minister’s Literary Awards, been selected for the 
International Youth Library’s White Ravens catalogue, and been shortlisted for the CBCA Eve Pownall Award. 
Judy lives near Melbourne. www.judywatson.net

AGES 4–8

March 2022 • 285x220mm • HB • Full Colour Throughout • 32pp • WORLD RIGHTS 

‘This beautiful book gives us the 
life we’d all love our children to 
have, out in the natural world, 
revelling in its beauty and truly 
being part of it. The exquisite 
illustrations are bursting with 

energy and colour, the language 
is rich yet simple and the brothers 
look after each other as brothers 

should. It really hits the spot, 
right in your heart.’ 

ALISON LESTER

Unfinished internal image. Cover forthcoming.
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PICTURE BOOK NON-FICTION  PICTURE BOOK

5

HORRIBLE HARRIET AND THE TERRIBLE TANTRUM
Leigh Hobbs

From the incredible imagination of Leigh Hobbs comes our 
old friend, Horrible Harriet … and an original character! 
What’s green, has three eyes, and lives in a cage by 
Horrible Harriet’s bed? It’s the Terrible Tantrum!

Horrible Harriet was bored with being a bad girl. She wanted 
to be a good girl for a change.

Horrible Harriet wants to be accepted and to have some 
friends. She tries out some ‘good-girl’ smiles and some 
‘good-girl’ behaviours – like thoughtful gift-giving and being 
polite. She tries hard to fit in with life at school, and to keep 
her ‘terrible tantrum’ locked away. But as with all strong 
emotions, the Terrible Tantrum won’t be tamed! It escapes, 
with surprising – and hilarious – results! 

Conveyed with Leigh’s trademark wry and intuitive humour, 
Horrible Harriet and the Terrible Tantrum explores managing 
anger and jealousy, and learning to live with them rather 
than shutting them off.

Horrible Harriet and the Terrible Tantrum can be read as a 
stand-alone, or as part of the set. 

Leigh Hobbs is a star in Australian 
children’s publishing. He has won 
every major Australian children’s 
choice award there is, was the 
Australian Children’s Laureate 
for two years, and in 2019 was 
one of five Australian Legends 
of Children’s Literature featured 
by Australia Post on a stamp. He 
is best-known for his children’s 
books featuring Old Tom, Horrible 
Harriet, Mr Badger, Fiona the Pig, 
the Freaks of 4F and Mr Chicken, 
many of which have been adapted 
for screen or stage. Meet Leigh 
and his favourite characters 
here: vimeo.com/leighhobbs          
www.leighhobbs.com.au

AGES 5–8

October 2021 • 295x230mm • HB • Full Colour Throughout • 32pp • WORLD RIGHTS 

Up up up it went. 

AGES 1–4

October 2021 • 185x245mm • HB • Full Colour Throughout • 24pp 
WORLD RIGHTS • RIGHTS SOLD: Nth Am English (Beach Lane/S&S)

NONI THE PONY COUNTS TO A MILLION 
Alison Lester

Noni the Pony has a lot of fun counting 
everything she sees on a happy summer’s day! 

Noni the Pony stands under ONE tree …                 
and watches her TWO friends dance by the sea.  
She gives THREE speckled hens a ride up the hill. 
Then races FOUR laughing cows down to the mill.

Noni is the friendliest pony any little child 
could ever hope to meet. She lives on a farm 
overlooking the sea and loves to play with her 
best friends Dave Dog and Coco the Cat. Together 

they entertain the cows, play with the hens and the ducks, and in this delightful fourth story, 
they count all day and into the night.

Perhaps you’ve already met Noni in Noni the Pony, Noni the Pony Goes to the Beach or Noni 
the Pony Rescues a Joey? Each of these stand-alone titles has won or been shortlisted in the 
Book of the Year CBCA and/or ABIA awards, and across formats, we’ve now sold over 120,000 
copies of the three!
Alison Lester’s books are favourites both in Australia and internationally. They include Magic Beach, Imagine, 
My Farm and Noni the Pony. This year, A&U sales of Alison’s titles surpassed 1.5 million copies! In 2012, Alison 
became Australia’s first Children’s Book Laureate, a position she shared with Boori Monty Pryor. In 2016, she 
was awarded the Dromkeen Medal for her outstanding achievement in Australian children’s and young adult 
literature, and in 2018 she became the first children’s book creator to win the Melbourne Prize for Literature 
for her contribution to Australian literature and cultural and intellectual life. In 2019, Alison was awarded an 
Australia Post Legends Award and featured on a stamp, and received a Member of the Order of Australia (AM) 
in the Australia Day Honours List. www.alisonlester.com



PICTURE BOOKPICTURE BOOK PICTURE BOOK NON-FICTION  AGES 3–7

Going to hospital might seem scary, but 
don’t be worried! Hospitals are amazing 
places filled with clever people all doing 
incredible things including making you    
feel better. 

Follow three children on three very different 
adventures inside a busy children’s hospital.

With child-centred storytelling, told mainly 
in pictures, A Trip to the Hospital introduces 
readers to a friendly team of hospital 
staff and their roles, and deconstructs the 
hospital visit, from arrival to discharge. It’s 
sure to allay fears and quench curiosity. 

A TRIP TO THE HOSPITAL
Freda Chiu

September 2021 • 290x235mm • HB • Full Colour Throughout • 32pp             
WORLD RIGHTS

Freda Chiu is a Sydney-based freelance illustrator and educator at the University of Technology, Sydney.  
Her work can be found in books and magazines, in festival graphics, public spaces and in retail.  
A Trip to the Hospital is her first picture book. www.fredachiu.com

‘A friendly introduction to the idea of hospitals and 
what might happen in them ... A good book for parents 

to use as a starting point for talking to kids about 
hospital admissions.’ Books+Publishing

87

PICTURE BOOK NON-FICTION  AGES 3–6

July 2021 • 250x250mm • HB • Full Colour Throughout • 32pp • WORLD RIGHTS 

THE ABC OF CUDDLES 
Sophy Williams, illustrated by Gavin Scott 

This warm-hearted alphabet book, featuring 
all kinds of cuddles, is filled with super cute 
illustrations and highly relatable moments. 

A is for airport cuddle, when it’s time to go away. 
B is for bear hug, when teddy goes astray. 
C is for crying cuddle, a scary ghost went boo! 
D is for daddy cuddle, when only Dad will do.

A glorious celebration of family love, life          
and laughter.

Sophy Williams is a Melbourne-based writer and publisher. This is her first picture book.

Gavin Scott is a UK-based illustrator who spent much of his childhood drawing and painting animals and birds. 
www.gavin-scott.co.uk 

‘A perfect bedtime story with easy-to-read rhyming text 
and very sweet illustrations.’ The Chronicle
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PICTURE BOOK NON-FICTION  

10

AGES 4–8

WORLD RIGHTSNovember 2021 • 260x260mm • HB • Full Colour Throughout • 24pp 

SOMEBODY’S LAND: WELCOME TO OUR COUNTRY
Adam Goodes and Ellie Laing, illustrated by David Hardy

The first of five titles within our 
Welcome to Country series, 
Somebody’s Land is an accessible 
picture book for young children that 
introduces them to First Nations 
history in Australia and the term 
‘terra nullius’. 

For thousands and thousands of years, 
Aboriginal people lived in the land we 
now call Australia. 

The land was where people built their 
homes, played in the sun, and sat 
together to tell stories.

When the white people came, they 
called the land Terra Nullius. They 
said it was nobody’s land. But it was 
somebody’s land.

Adam Goodes is an Adnyamathanha and Narungga man and community leader. He is a former Australian 
Rules footballer and was named Australian of the Year in 2014 for his public work in the fight against racism 
and his advocacy in First Nations affairs. Together with his cousin Michael O’Loughlin, Adam founded the 
GO Foundation, which supports and inspires the next generation of First Nations leaders. With a diploma in 
Aboriginal Studies and his own daughter approaching preschool age, Adam was motivated to publish a series 
of books for young children and families about Australia’s First Nations history. 

Ellie Laing (nee Southwood) is a political adviser and former journalist who lives on the lands of the 
Gammeraygal people on the northern beaches of Sydney. When Ellie’s eldest son came home from preschool 
reciting Acknowledgements of Country and singing Aboriginal lullabies, she was inspired to collaborate with 
Adam Goodes on a series of books aimed at helping families talk about Australia’s First Nations history.

David Hardy is 
a Barkindji man, 
author and artist 
with more than eight 
years of animation 
experience with Walt 
Disney Animation 
Studios. Married 
with two children, he 
is currently a Senior 
Gaming Illustrator/
Animation Manager 
for Lightning Box 
Games.

The series comes from Australian of the Year, community leader and anti-racism advocate 
Adam Goodes and political adviser and former journalist Ellie Laing, with artwork by Barkindji 
illustrator David Hardy. With its powerful words and lively illustrations, Somebody’s Land 
invites children and their families to imagine themselves into Australia’s past  – to feel the 
richness of our First Nations history, to acknowledge that our country was never terra nullius, 
and to understand what ‘welcome to our country’ really means. It invites us to connect 
with First Nations culture, to acknowledge the hurt of the past, and to join together as one 
community with a precious shared history as old as time. 

Welcome to Country introductions and ceremonies, in which we acknowledge the Traditional 
Custodians of the land and pay our respects to their Elders past and present, are an accepted 
part of all public events in Australia and in many schools. But the pain of facing up to the 
negative consequences of colonisation and the devastating and ongoing effects on First 
Nations people makes it hard for many families to talk to their children about Australia’s 
history beyond white settlement. This series intends to start those conversations using 
simple, straightforward language and warm, inviting illustrations to introduce First Nations 
culture and history, cultural practices, dispossession, and key Aboriginal words and concepts. 
Each title will be published roughly six months apart.  
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PICTURE BOOK NON-FICTION  PICTURE BOOK NON-FICTION  PICTURE BOOK NON-FICTION  AGES 6–8

A funny book about gravity suitable for 
readers who love We Go Way Back and Do Not 
Lick this Book.  

Isaac Newton was sitting under an apple tree 
when he got hit on the head by an apple.

People might tell you this is the moment gravity 
was first discovered, but the truth is people had 
been discovering gravity long before Isaac.

You might have even discovered                            
it yourself ... Ouch! 

An entertaining, humorous look at the idea 
that what goes up must come down – and why.
And for the more curious minds, the back of 

the book explores gravity in greater detail and includes an easy science activity suitable for 
children to do at home or school. 

OUCH: TALES OF GRAVITY
Kate Simpson, illustrated by Andy Hardiman

February 2022 • 250x250mm • HB • Full Colour Throughout • 32pp • WORLD RIGHTS

Kate Simpson is the picture book author of Dear Grandpa (illustrated by Ronojoy Ghosh) and Anzac Girl: The 
War Diary of Alice Ross-King (illustrated by Jess Racklyeft), a podcast host and bookworm who loves facts and 
fiction in equal measure. She is also a chemical engineer who believes that curiosity can change the world. 
www.katesimpsonbooks.com

Andy Hardiman is an English-born creative living in Sydney, Australia. He has used his creative skills to design 
wallpaper, create gift cards, work in multiple advertising agencies and now to illustrate his first picture book.  

PICTURE BOOK NON-FICTION  AGES 6–10

Idan Ben-Barak holds a BSc in medical science, an MSc in microbiology, and a PhD in the history and 
philosophy of science. Idan’s non-fiction picture book, Do Not Lick This Book, which he created with Julian 
Frost, sold into 19 languages, and won the CBCA Eve Pownall Award amongst others. www.idanbb.com

Philip Bunting’s books 
have sold into over 30 
countries. Philip’s work 
has received multiple 
accolades, including 
Honours from the 
Children’s Book Council 
of Australia, and selection 
for the Kate Greenaway 
Medal in 2018.                                                 
www.philipbunting.com

An entertaining yet scientifically accurate exploration 
of the origin of life on Earth, from the award-winning 
author of Do Not Lick This Book and the bestselling 
author and illustrator of Who Am I?

What is life?

How did it start?

Long, long ago, no one knows exactly where or when, a 
tiny bubble formed that was a Little Bit Different. It was 
the first living cell. Everyone’s ancestor.

And so the story of life on Earth begins …

In this visually stunning picture book, Idan Ben-Barak 
and Philip Bunting provide a very accessible account of 
a topic that everyone wonders about – the origin of life. 
Together they tackle big questions fearlessly and simply 
but not simplistically – perfect for growing minds and 
provoking curiosity. What is life? How did it arise on this 
planet? How do we each fit into this concept?

WE GO WAY BACK
Idan Ben-Barak, illustrated by Philip Bunting

August 2021 • 258x247mm • HB • Full Colour Throughout • 36pp incl. gatefold
WORLD RIGHTS •• RIGHTS SOLD: Nth Am English (Roaring Brook/Macmillan);              
Korean (EUM) Chinese Comp. (Grimm Press); Chinese Simp. (Trustbridge); Turkish (Tudem) 
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PICTURE BOOK NON-FICTION  PICTURE BOOK NON-FICTION  AGES 6–12 PICTURE BOOK NON-FICTION  AGES 7–12

An empowering story acknowledging Australia’s true 
history, embracing inclusivity, and celebrating the 
healing powers of nature and culture. 

This is a book for everybody. Welcome! Take a 
seat! And listen carefully, because this story has a 
heartbeat. Can you feel it, there in your chest? 

From the very first stories and art, to dance, language, 
and connection with the land, Boori Monty Prior 
offers a powerful, beautiful, and deeply rich account 
of Australia’s true history, drawing on a lifetime 
of wisdom, and on his generous instinct to teach         
and heal. 

Story Doctors is an exquisitely illustrated celebration 
of the power of storytelling to unite us, how nature 
connects us, and the wonderful truth that the 
medicine needed for healing lies within us all. 

STORY DOCTORS
Boori Monty Pryor, illustrated by Rita Sinclair

July 2021 • 275x260mm • HB • Full Colour Throughout • 32pp • WORLD RIGHTS

Boori Monty Pryor was born in Townsville, North Queensland. His father is from the Juru people of Cape 
Upstart from the Bowen region. His mother is a descendant of the Gurubana Moiety group from the 
Kunggandji Nation near Cairns. Boori has written several award-winning children’s books, including Prime 
Minister’s Literary Award winner Shake a Leg, and was Australia’s inaugural Children’s Laureate, a position 

he shared with Alison 
Lester, in 2012.

Rita Sinclair grew up 
in Townsville. As a 
child, she spent a lot 
of time daydreaming, 
drawing and reading, 
often in a tree or under 
its branches. When 
her son was born, Rita 
was excited to have a 
reason to buy more 
books and although 
he’s now an adult, she 
buys picture books for 
herself, just because.

‘Story Doctors is a poem, a prescription for 
healing. The illustrations and images are 
soulful and meditative. A book perfect for 
reading aloud or as a prayer. Dive in and 

explore.’  The West Australian

April 2022 • 310x251mm • HB • Full Colour Throughout • 64pp • WORLD RIGHTS 

WILD AUSTRALIAN LIFE
Leonard Cronin, illustrated by Chris Nixon

Come on a journey of discovery, where tracks, traces and 
curiosities will lead you to discover Australia’s natural world.

More than one million different animal species live in Australia. 
They make their homes in every possible habitat, from           
the depths of the ocean to the tops of mountains and the 
harshest deserts.

Meet some of these wonderful creatures and their fascinating 
and unique adaptations that allow them to live in perfect 
harmony with their environment. Visually alluring and 
packed with stimulating digestible pieces of information,                  
Wild Australian Life is sure to capture hungry young minds. 

This fresh new reference book comes from the creator of the bestselling 
Australian Animal Atlas, an entertaining and educational illustrated guide to 
Australia’s wildlife and its habitats for readers aged 6 to 12 years.  

Leonard Cronin is one of Australia’s foremost natural history authors. Trained as a 
biologist, he is a prolific writer of books and articles about the Australian flora, fauna and 
environment, bringing his own fascination with the natural world to the general reader. His 
books include the bestselling Cronin’s Key Guide series of field guides, Australian Flora and A 
Journey Through Ancient Kingdoms and Natural Wonders.

Chris Nixon is a 
multidisciplinary 
artist creating across 
illustration, graphic 
design, creative 
direction and public 
art. Based in Perth, 
Chris’s work is inspired 
by the West Coast and 
classic surf culture 
with an emphasis 
on the handmade 
and crafted, using 
colour, texture and 
pattern across a 
wide range of media.                   
www.chrisnixon.net



   

BATS WHAT FRIENDS ARE FOR 
(March 2022) 

SOMEBUNNY is missing! HOO could         
it Bea?

Ollie makes a BATASTIC new friend, but 
Bea’s not very HOPPY about it. Can Ollie 
show Bea that there’s OWLWAYS room 
for one more friend?

WISE QUACKERS 
(March 2022) 
Ollie has a mystery to solve, and Bea 
suspects FOWL play!

Ollie is OWL grown up and doesn’t play 
with stuffed toys – but where did Bea’s 
toy go? It might take a DUCKTECTIVE to 
help QUACK this case!

‘There’s a warmth to these 
stories where friendship and 
resilience triumph alongside 
many laughs. The books may 
be light on text, but they are 

absolutely packed to the brim 
with jokes and puns, making 

them ideal for fans of the 
Elephant and Piggie series who 

are ready to add a few more 
words to their reading. As Ollie 
and Bea would say, these books 

are a ‘hoot!’
 Readings.com.au

SQUEALS ON WHEELS 
(August 2021)

Ollie is having all kinds of fun 
on his rollerskates, but Bea 
is full of excuses for why she 
can't join in. Will she realise 
that sometimes it's okay 
to look silly, and that real 
friends don't care at all? 

ILLUSTRATED JUNIOR FICTION 

IT’S OWL GOOD  
(August 2021)

All owls have excellent 
eyesight; well, all of them 
except Ollie. He wears 
glasses. And Bea is a  
bunny with exceptionally 
large feet (and an even 
bigger heart). Bea helps 
Ollie find his confidence, but 
it takes a little more work 
to convince Bea that she’s 
special too.

THE SUPER ADVENTURES OF OLLIE AND BEA SERIES
Renée Treml

Renée Treml is the author and illustrator of 
several successful picture books for very young 
readers and the internationally successful 
junior fiction graphic novels Sherlock Bones 
and the Natural History Mystery and the 
sequel Sherlock Bones and the Sea-Creature 
Feature. Renée has a degree in environmental 
science and a passionate love of natural history.                                                          
www.reneesartwork.com

AGES 4–7

BATS WHAT FRIENDS ARE FOR 
(March 2022) 
Somebunny is missing! HOO could it 
Bea? 

Ollie makes a batastic new friend, but 
Bea's not very HOPPY about it. Can Ollie 
show Bea that there's OWLWAYS room 
for one more friend?

Best friends Ollie & Bea will delight young readers in this super-sweet and funny full-colour 
graphic novel series that celebrates the differences that make us special.

Come with Ollie and Bea on four HARE-raising adventures with a HOPPY endings!

15 16

229x152mm • PB • Full Colour Throughout • 64pp  WORLD TRANSLATION RIGHTS



Book 4 coming May 2022

ILLUSTRATED JUNIOR FICTION 

MERTALES SERIES
Rebecca Timmis

THE BEST FRIEND PROMISE (July 2021)

Today is Pearl’s birthday, and she is planning a        
sea-sational day. But when Pearl takes a shortcut on 
the way to merschool and sees a shooting star fall 
into the ocean, things begin to drift off course ...

Suddenly, her mermaid tail begins to shimmer 
and sparkle. What could it mean? Well for a start, 
Pearl discovers she can now talk to animals, which     
comes in very handy when one of her friends is 
cornered by a hungry reef dragon!

AGES 4–7

A sea-sational new series, packed with mermagic and flipperific adventure. 

Each of the four (and possibly more!) titles feature the same aspirational-yet-relatable 
enchanting mermaids for readers to know and love. Filled with kid-friendly humour and 
themes of friendship, cooperation, kindness, self-confidence, growth and courage, this is one 
adventure series that’s sure to delight. 

Rebecca Timmis is an author and illustrator. Her titles include Super Nova, written by Krys Saclier, which 
was shortlisted for an Aurealis Award, and Reggie Red, written by Josie Layton. Rebecca’s writing has been 
shortlisted for the Text Prize and the Amazon Breakthrough Novel Contest. www.rjtimmis.net 

THE DARING REEF RESCUE (October 2021)

Tomorrow is the Fancy-Fins Dress-up Party, and the 
MerTales crew are very excited!

Pearl, Sandy and Coral are extra thrilled to be testing 
out their mer-mazing new magic powers. But what 
about Shell? She doesn’t seem to have any powers, 
and is feeling a bit left out. Then a giant turtle 
blunders into Cockleshell Cove, and Shell is worried 
that she is too much of a scaredyfish to help. 
Together the girls must find a way to save the turtle, 
rescue Cockleshell Cove and have the best dress-up 
party ever!  

THE GREAT TREASURE HUNT 
(February 2022)

It’s the day of the Great Treasure Hunt 
and everyone is joining in!

Coral is excited to lead her team of best 
friends to the treasure first. But soon 
they discover that there is a bigger 
mystery to solve ...

Who is the mer-sterious Count 
Frumplesquid, and what does he really 
want in Cockleshell Cove?

Can Coral and her crew work together to 
uncover the truth and keep the precious 
treasure safe?

17 18
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‘Lyrical, mesmerising and full of heart... 
full of delight and problems that are 

surmountable through determination and 
creativity. A beautiful and compassionate 
story that will resonate with any child who 

has a strong sense of wonder.’
Books+Publishing

‘Anna Ciddor has vividly brought 
the Roman era to life with authentic 
historical flourishes. The Boy Who 
Stepped Through Time is a sweet, 

funny romp perfect for history buffs 
ages 8+.’
Readings

MIDDLE GRADE FICTION MIDDLE GRADE ILLUSTRATED FICTION AGES 8–12  

THE BOY WHO STEPPED THROUGH TIME  
Anna Ciddor

Anna Ciddor has always been fascinated by the past. It would be 
her dream come true to step through time! Instead, she immerses 
herself in research and hunts out the tiniest details so she can 
bring the past to life in her imagination – and in her books. 
Anna’s meticulous work has been recognised by a grant from the 
Literature Board of the Australia Council, three of her novels have 
been selected as Notable Books by the Children’s Book Council of 
Australia, and several have been translated into other languages to 
be enjoyed around the world, including the Viking Magic series and 
The Family with Two Front Doors. www.annaciddor.com

June 2021 • 198x128mm • PB • 336pp • WORLD RIGHTS 

An accidental trip back to the Roman Empire   
sets off a race against time to save a friendship – 
and a life. A thrilling time-slip adventure from a  
much-loved Australian author. 

When Perry steps into a crumbling ruin while 
on holiday in France, he is not expecting to be 
transported back 1700 years to Roman times. 
While he hunts desperately for a way home, he 
must blend in as a slave in a grand villa – even if it 
means eating mice for dinner!

Gradually, Perry is caught up in the fascinating 
world of Villa Rubia and a life he could never have 
imagined. But when he makes a new friend, he has 
a startling realisation. He has seen her name in his 
own time … engraved on a child’s stone coffin. This 
couldn’t really be the same girl, could it?

The question burns in Perry’s head as he       
dodges the perils of Roman life. And all the time 
there is the danger that he will be trapped in the 
past forever …

The Boy Who Stepped Through Time is perfect for the classroom or home alike.  
It’s compelling, fun and impeccably researched by Tamara Lewit from the School of Historical 
and Philosophical Studies at the University of Melbourne. It includes a glossary and 
researcher’s notes – to heighten readers’ understanding and pique their curiosity.

19 20

A beautiful, illustrated adventure story with a classic 
feel, about a quiet boy and a talking crow on an 
extraordinary hot-air balloon ride to the Arctic.

Matthew stood on the snowy peak and looked out 
at the world spread before him. Every picture in 
his books had been limited by the size of the page, 
contained within frames. Here there was no frame. 
Here the picture didn’t end. 

Matthew has dreamed and read and thought about 
the North Pole for as long as he can remember.      
And he has done it secretly. It is a place that cannot 
be tarnished by the world in which he lives – a world 
in which he struggles to find answers and make 
friends, while everything seems to come easily to 
other children.

But one day, a crow called Lewis Carmichael lands at 
Michael’s window – a crow who believes in Michael 
in the most simple and ordinary ways. Soon, the 
unexpected adventure of a lifetime begins – and it 
will change everything …

A gentle allegorical novel about friendship, resilience, 
imaginative freedom and fostering independence. 
This compelling story is sure to resonate with young 
readers and their parents alike.

THE SONG OF LEWIS CARMICHAEL 
Sofie Laguna, illustrated by Marc McBride

Sofie Laguna’s many books, including books for adults, have been published throughout the world. She has 
been shortlisted for the Queensland Premier’s Awards and twice awarded Honour Book by the Children’s 
Book Council of Australia (CBCA). Sofie and her husband, illustrator Marc McBride, created The Song of Lewis 
Carmichael together. They live in Melbourne, Australia. www.sofielaguna.com 

Marc McBride has illustrated more than 200 book covers and 10 picture books, including Emily Rodda’s 
bestselling Deltora Quest series, and his own World of Monsters. Marc has exhibited with the NY Society of 
Illustrators, been shortlisted for the CBCA Awards and Aurealis Awards, and has won the Aurealis Awards twice.          
www.marcmcbride.com

September 2021 • 198x128mm • PB • 192pp • Black & White Illustrations 
Throughout • WORLD RIGHTS

AGES 8–12



MIDDLE GRADE FICTION MIDDLE GRADE FICTION AGES 9–13  
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After discovering the joys of forest bathing, 
becoming attuned to the songs of the forest 
and setting up a successful social media nature 
channel, Alberta Bracken and Mikki Watanabe 
are determined to save their local grove of 
trees from being chopped down.  

Eleven-year-old Alberta is having a terrible 
summer. After a bike-riding accident, caused by 
the local bully, her arm’s in a cast so she can’t do 
her most favourite holiday activity: swimming at 
the local beach. And her little sister Clementine 
is EXTREMELY ANNOYING. 

To make matters worse, her mum (bestselling 
author of, Tammy Bracken’s Guide to Modern 
Manners) has asked her dad to leave – after 
discovering his behaviour has been far from …
well-mannered. 

MIKKI AND ME AND THE OUT-OF-TUNE TREE 
Marion Roberts

Marion Roberts studied Professional Writing and Editing at the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology and 
completed a Master of Creative Writing from the University of Melbourne. Her earlier titles include Mostly 
Sunny with a chance of storms and Sunny Side Up. Marion has also studied science, alternative medicine and 
psychotherapy and worked as a naturopath and chef. She lives in Melbourne, Australia. 

April 2022 • 198x128mm • PB • 288pp • WORLD RIGHTS

TYENNA: THROUGH MY EYES 
Julie Hunt and Terry Whitebeach

An engaging and suspenseful story about one girl 
surviving the Tasmanian bushfires in 2019. 

They huddle low, their clothes clammy with lake 
water, nostrils burning from the smoke. A wave 
of despair flows over Tye. Nothing will survive 
this firestorm. The bush and everything she loves       
will be lost.

It’s the summer of 2018–2019, and Tye is 
holidaying at her grandparents’ lodge at Chancy’s 
Point in Tasmania’s Central Highlands. But her 
plans for fun with best friend Lily and working on 
her pencil pine conservation project are thwarted 
as fire threatens the community and the bush she 
loves – and when Tye discovers Bailey, a runaway 
boy hiding out, she is torn between helping Bailey 
and her loyalty to her grandparents.

As the fire comes closer and evacuation warnings 
abound, Tye is caught up in the battle of her life. 
Will she and Bailey survive? What will happen 
to her beloved pencil pines and the hundreds             
of wildlife at risk? Can she follow her dreams      
and make a difference in a world threatened by 
climate change?

Julie Hunt’s stories combine other-worldly elements with down-to-earth humour. She loves travel and is 
fascinated by landscapes and the tales they inspire. This interest has taken her from the rugged west coast of 
Ireland to the ice caves of Romania where she collected ideas for her graphic novel, KidGlovz, illustrated by 
Dale Newman. KidGlovz won the 2016 Queensland Literary Award and her latest novel, Shine Mountain, was 
shortlisted for the 2019 NSW Premier’s Award. She has received many awards and commendations for earlier 
books, including winning Readings’ inaugural Children’s Book Prize for Song for a Scarlet Runner in 2014 and 
the Children’s Book Council of Australia Picture Book of the Year Award for The Coat, illustrated by Ron Brooks, 
in 2013.

Dr Terry Whitebeach is a Tasmanian writer, historian and community artist who has performed, presented 
conference papers and taught creative writing in community, workplace and educational settings. Her 
publications include poetry, radio plays, novels for young adults and biographies, and novels for young adults 
including Trouble Tomorrow.

March 2022 • 198x128mm • PB • 208pp • WORLD RIGHTS

So when Mikki Watanabe, budding filmmaker, suggests they start a YouTube channel about 
the secret life of trees – Alberta is ALL IN. And when they discover their trees are earmarked 
for land clearing by the local government – it’s suddenly a race against time to save them. 

Funny, warm and a little offbeat, Mikki and Me and the Out-of-Tune Tree hits all the right 
notes. It’s themes of environmental concern and complex family relationships are navigated 
with humour and tenderness, whilst its lively characters and joyful narrative ensure an 
uplifting and entertaining read. 

AGES 11–14



Chinese Simplified/English 
Bilingual, Japanese, Korean 
Russian, North American 
English

Catalan, Chinese Complex, 
Chinese Simplified, Chinese 
Simplified/English Bilingual, 
Dutch, French, German, 
Hebrew, Italian, Japanese, 
Korean, North American 
English, Polish, Slovenian, 
Spanish, Swedish, Turkish, 
Vietnamese

French, North American 
English & FrenchChinese Simplified, 

German, Hebrew, North 
American English, Polish, 
Slovenian, Swedish, 
Turkish, Korean

ICEBERG (2021)

Claire Saxby                                 
illustrated by Jess Racklyeft

Italian, North American 
English, Turkish

North American English

THE KATHA CHEST (2021)

Radhiah Chowdhury              
illustrated by Lavanya Naidu

ARGH! THERE'S A 
SKELETON INSIDE YOU!
(2019)

Idan Ben-Barak & Julian Frost

DO NOT LICK THIS BOOK
(2017)

Idan Ben-Barak & Julian Frost

FOX
(2010)

Margaret Wild & Ron Brooks

PICTURE BOOKS: FICTION & NON–FICTION

YOUNG ADULT FICTION  PICTURE BOOKAGES 14–18 OTHER RECENT RIGHTS SALES

HELLO, BABY! (2021)

Shelley Unwin                       
illustrated by Jedda Robaard
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IT’S NOT YOU, IT’S ME 
Gabrielle Williams

Gabrielle Williams is the author of a number of 
critically acclaimed YA novels, including Beatle 
Meets Destiny, The Reluctant Hallelujah, The Guy, 
the Girl, the Artist and His Ex and My Life as a 
Hashtag, all of which have been shortlisted for a 
number of prestigious awards.

A literally life-changing novel about time 
travel, soulmates and serial killers that 
asks a very big question: Can you ever 
change your fate? This is award-winning YA 
author Gabrielle Williams’ most surprising, 
ambitious and dexterous book yet.

Holly Fitzgerald has inexplicably woken          
up inside the body of an LA teenager called 
Trinity Byrne in 1980 – trapping Trinity             
in Holly’s forty-year-old body back in 
Melbourne, 2020.

Mind. Officially. Blown.

Holly finds herself navigating a brand-new 
body, family and cute boy next door – not 
to mention rock band that might just make 
it, and potential kidnapper. Meanwhile, 
lies intersect with truth, hurtling both               
Holly and Trinity towards a dangerous fate     
as the connections between them grow 
deeper and stranger than either could have 
ever imagined.

Freaky Friday meets Pretty Little Liars – if 
the Liars were an all-girl punk band from 
the 1980s – in this highly original soul-swap 
story from the critically acclaimed author of          
My Life as a Hashtag.‘I loved it so much. It’s such a special book, full 

of intrigue and joy and angst at a breakneck 
pace. I devoured it. The characters leapt off 
the page and into my heart and I’ve been 

thinking about them for days. The ending was 
so perfect, I was in floods of (happy) tears. It’s 
perfect for teenagers or anyone who was once 
a teenager, for mums and for anyone who has 

ever had a mum.’
 FRANCES CHAPMAN, Stars Like Us



Complex Chinese,   
North American English

SHERLOCK BONES & 
THE SEA-CREATURE           
FEATURE (2020)

Renée Treml

Complex Chinese,    
North American English, 
Swedish, Turkish

SHERLOCK BONES & 
THE NATURAL HISTORY 
MYSTERY (2019)

Renée Treml

Spanish

HAUNTED WARRIOR: 
THE ROGUES 3 (2019)

Lian Tanner

Persian, Russian

MR BADGER SERIES 
(2010)

Leigh Hobbs

PICTURE BOOKS: FICTION & NON-FICTION

JUNIOR & MIDDLE GRADE FICTION

Slovenian

THE JANUARY STARS
(2020)

Kate Constable

UK English

UNTWISTED: THE 
STORY OF MY LIFE 
(2020)

Paul Jennings

German, North American 
English, Slovenian

CATCH ME IF I FALL 
(2020)

Barry Jonsberg

Italian, North American 
English, UK English

MICE (2010)

Gordon Reece

Spanish

PINK (2009)

Lili Wilkinson

 MIDDLE GRADE & YOUNG ADULT: FICTION & NON–FICTION

Complex Chinese

SHERLOCK BONES & 
THE ART AND SCIENCE 
ALLIANCE (2022)

Renée Treml

COVER STILL 

TO COME

PICTURE BOOKPICTURE BOOKOTHER RECENT RIGHTS SALES

North American English

CUCKOO'S FLIGHT 
(2021)

Wendy Orr

OTHER RECENT RIGHTS SALES

French, North American 
English

THE BOY FROM        
THE MISH (2021)

Gary Lonesborough
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