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LIV CONSTANTINE
HarperCollins Worldwide

Simultaneous publication in these languages:
English, Spanish, Portuguese, Polish, Swedish, Finnish, Norwegian, Danish, Dutch, German, Hungarian, Italian, and
French

THE LAST MRS. PARRISH Amber Patterson is fed up with feeling like a nobody: a plain, invisible
woman who blends into the background. She deserves more—a life of money and power like
the one blond-haired, blue-eyed goddess Daphne Parrish takes for granted. To everyone in the
exclusive town of Bishop’s Harbor, Connecticut, Daphne and her husband, Jackson—the beautiful
philanthropist and the confident real estate mogul—are a golden couple straight out of a fairytale,
blessed with two lovely young daughters.
Amber’s envy could eat her alive...if she didn’t have a plan. Determined to become the next Mrs.
Parrish, Amber uses Daphne’s compassion and caring to insinuate herself into the family’s life—
the first step in a meticulous scheme to undermine her.

Target Club Pick | Reese’s Book Club Pick | Skimm Reads Pick
A National Bestseller

“...some of the best psychological suspense you’ll read this year.”

—Lee Child, #1 internationally bestselling author of the Jack Reacher thrillers

“The Last Mrs. Parrish is an addictive and twisty debut.”

—Karin Slaughter, New York Times and international bestseller

THE LAST TIME I SAW YOU Dr. Kate English has it all. Not only is she the heiress to a large
fortune; she has a gorgeous husband and daughter, a high-flying career, and a beautiful home
anyone would envy. But all that changes the night Kate’s mother, Lily, is found dead, brutally
murdered in her own home. Heartbroken and distraught, Kate reaches out to her estranged best
friend, Blaire Barrington, who rushes to her side for the funeral, where the years of distance
between them are forgotten in a moment.
That evening, Kate’s grief turns to horror when she receives an anonymous text: You think you’re
sad now, just wait. By the time I’m finished with you, you’ll wish you had been buried today. More
than ever, Kate needs her old friend’s help.

“A thrilling murder mystery rife with lies, scandal, obsession, and revenge.”

—Mary Kubica, New York Times and USA Today bestselling author

THE WIFE STALKER Breezing into the tony seaside paradise of Westport, Connecticut, gorgeous
thirtysomething Piper Reynard sets down roots, opening a rehab and wellness space and joining
a local yacht club. When she meets Leo Drakos, a handsome, successful lawyer, the wedding ring
on his finger is the only thing she doesn’t like about him. Yet as Piper well knows, no marriage is
permanent. Meanwhile, Joanna has been waiting patiently for Leo, the charismatic man she fell
in love with all those years ago, to re-emerge from the severe depression that has engulfed him.
Though she’s thankful when Leo returns to his charming, energetic self, paying attention again to
Evie and Stelli, the children they both love beyond measure, Joanna is shocked to discover that
it’s not her loving support that’s sparked his renewed happiness—it’s something else.

“Wickedly entertaining. With The Wife Stalker, Liv Constantine proves
once again to be a master of domestic malice.”

— Riley Sager, New York Times bestselling author of Lock Every Door

“A twisty, engrossing house of mirrors...smart, propulsive, and tricky-in-allthe-best-ways psychological suspense.”

Lisa Unger, New York Times bestselling author of The Stranger Inside
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Praise for

LIV CONSTANTINE

• THE BEST NEW BOOKS TO READ IN OCTOBER
—REAL SIMPLE MAGAZINE
• 5 NEW BOOKS NOT TO MISS THIS WEEK—USA TODAY
• A 2017 OCTOBER LIBRARY READS PICK
• AN IBOOKS FAVORITE

“A wonderfully clever story, filled with suspense and
a shocking twist, that kept me turning
the pages.”

—Jane Green, New York Times bestselling author of
The Sunshine Sisters

“The Last Mrs. Parrish is a beautifully constructed
set piece, an intricate narrative that doubles back
and folds in on itself like a Mobius strip, revealing
secret upon secret, and layer upon layer, with a
seductive ‘just one more chapter’ urgency that will
keep readers up all night.”

—Karen Dionne, author of The Marsh King’s Daughter

“Readers would have to go back to the likes of Ira
Levin’s A Kiss Before Dying or Patricia Highsmith’s
The Talented Mr. Ripley to find as entertaining a
depiction of a sociopathic monster.”

—Publishers Weekly (starred review)

“With a plot equally as twisty, spellbinding, and
addictive as Gillian Flynn’s Gone Girl or Paula
Hawkins’s The Girl on the Train, this is sure to be a
hit with suspense fans.”

—Mary Todd Chesnut, Library Journal (starred review)

“The Last Mrs. Parrish will keep you up. In a ‘can’t
put it down’ way. It’s The Talented Mr. Ripley with
XX chromosomes.”

—theSkimm

“Constantine’s debut novel is the work of two sisters
in collaboration, and these ladies definitely know
the formula. A Gone Girl-esque confection with
villainy and melodrama galore.”

“Part psychological thriller, part suspense, all of it
impossible to put down. Be prepared to keep reading
non-stop ‘til the end.”

—Huffington Post

“A read reminiscent of the great Bette Davis/Joan
Crawford thrillers. I couldn’t put it down.”

—Joseph Finder, New York Times bestselling author

“An absorbing tale...fans of Gone Girl and its
successors will appreciate an ending that puts
a pricey shoe on one foot and then changes it
again...and again.”

—Booklist

“Compelling and surprising, The Wife Stalker is a
fast-paced page-turner, full of unexpected twists
and an ending I did not see coming. Impossible to
put down!”

—Megan Miranda, New York Times bestselling author of
The Last House Guest

“Tense and deliciously twisty, The Wife Stalker is
a hall of mirrors in which Liv Constantine delivers
sinister surprises with characteristic sleight of
hand.”

—Gilly Macmillan, New York Times bestselling author of
The Nanny

“Liv Constantine has done it again. Suspenseful
and mesmerizing,.. If you’re looking for an
addictive, up-all-night read, The Wife Stalker is
as good as it gets.”

—Jennifer Hillier, award-winning author of Jar of Hearts
and Little Secrets

“What happens will surprise you—and you’ll relish
every diabolical turn.”

—People Magazine

—Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

LIV CONSTANTINE is the pen name of sisters Lynne Constantine and Valerie Constantine.
Separated by three states, they spend hours plotting via Skype and burning up each other’s
emails. They attribute their ability to concoct dark storylines to the hours they spent listening
to tales handed down by their Greek grandmother. They live in Connecticut and Maryland,
respectively.
Victoria Sanders and Associates LLC
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KJ HOWE

Znanje, Croatia • Burda, Poland • Piper, Germany

THE FREEDOM BROKER There are twenty-five elite kidnap and ransom (K&R) specialists in the
world. Only one is a woman: Thea Paris. And she’s the best in the business.
Twenty years ago, a terrified young boy was abducted in the middle of the night by masked intruders
while his sister watched, paralyzed with fear. Returned after a harrowing nine months with his captors,
Thea’s brother has never been the same. This life-shattering experience drove Thea to become what
she is today: a world-class freedom broker. Most hostage-recovery work is done at the negotiation
table, but when diplomacy fails, Thea leads Quantum Security International’s black-ops team on highly
sensitive rescue missions to political hot spots around the globe.
Her childhood nightmare resurfaces when her oil magnate father, Christos Paris, is snatched from
his yacht off Santorini on his sixtieth birthday, days away from the biggest deal of his career. The
brutal kidnappers left the entire crew slaughtered in their wake, but strangely, there are no ransom
demands, no political appeals, no prisoner release requests-just obscure and foreboding texts
written in Latin sent from burner phones.
Knowing the survival window for kidnap victims is small, Thea throws herself into the most urgent
and challenging rescue mission of her life-but will she be able to prevent this kidnapping from
destroying her family for good?
WINNER OF INTERNATIONAL THRILLER WRITERS 2018 BEST FIRST NOVEL AWARD
A TIME MAGAZINE THRILLER TO READ THIS SPRING
A LIBRARY JOURNAL TOP FIVE THRILLER OF 2017
SKYJACK International kidnap expert Thea Paris is escorting two former child soldiers on a plane
flying between Africa and London when the Boeing Business Jet is highjacked.
The pilot has locked himself into the cockpit and diverts the plane to a deserted airstrip in Libya.
Forced to leave the jet to investigate, Thea comes face-to-face with a former nemesis, an Italian
who is part of Gladios, a secret stay-behind army created after the Second World War to fight
communism. Her old foe imprisons her in the hangar, and the plane takes off with the boys, the
passengers, and the kidnapper aboard.
The kidnapper makes a strange demand for the return of the hostages: Thea must deliver a truckload
of weapons and other material to a destination in Europe. Despite Thea’s efforts to read the tea leaves,
the motives of the kidnapper remain a mystery. While negotiating for the release of the passengers,
Thea, Rif, and the Quantum team travel to Budapest to secure the supply truck. But the situation
soon escalates, and the true stakes are revealed: her old nemesis is battling another private army for
control of a genetically targeted bioweapon. When the bioweapon is stolen from under the noses of the
competing shadow armies, Thea and Rif race to find the thieves first.
Revealing a conspiracy that connects the CIA, the Vatican, and the dark legacy of World War II,
this case will bring all parties to an explosive conclusion at the Hagia Sophia in Istanbul.

“With this nail-biter, Howe seals her place as a first-class purveyor of adventure stories.”
—Publishers Weekly (starred review)
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THE FREEDOM BROKER
“The Freedom Broker combines terrific thriller
writing and fascinating research about hostage
rescues. This is fact and fiction at its best.”

—James Patterson, #1 New York Times Bestseller

“Razor sharp and full of you-are-there
authenticity—a superb thriller.”

— Lee Child, #1 New York Times Bestseller

“Move over Jason Bourne, action has a new
name as international kidnapping expert Thea
Paris pulls out all the stops to rescue her own
father in this clever and gritty debut.”

—Lisa Gardner, author of The Killing Hour
and The Next Accident

“A high-octane debut thriller from K.J. Howe.
Kidnap negotiator Thea Paris is a heroine with
brains, martial skills, and true character, whose
own dark and deep family history drives her
on as she travels the world bringing kidnapped
victims home to their loved ones. Here’s hoping
Paris returns soon for another outing!”

—Mark Greaney, #1 New York Times bestselling author of
TOM CLANCY True Faith and Allegiance

“A masterful thriller that you won’t soon forget
after turning the last exciting page—and
one that will leave you wondering how fast
you can get your hands on Thea Paris’s next
extraordinary adventure.”

—W.E.B. Griffin & William E. Butterworth IV,
No. 1 New York Times bestselling authors

“K.J. Howe tells a spellbinding tale, her
descriptions so vivid you can smell every heart
pounding second of her action, and she writes
with a deeply human voice.”

—Peter James, author of the Detective
Superintendent Roy Grace crime series

Victoria Sanders and Associates LLC

“I absolutely loved this read and its supersmart and able protagonist, Thea Paris! KJ
Howe’s clever and action-packed storytelling
is an exciting and groundbreaking addition to
the genre.”

—Sara Blaedel, #1 International Bestseller
of the Louise Rick series

“Unparalleled storytelling by K.J. Howe filled
with excitement that never stops. The Freedom
Broker is a plot loaded with surprises and
intrigue. Her characters are memorable
and realistic. She has a great talent for the
description of landscapes, action, and an
unerring detail for stealth from the beginning to
the climatic end. I wish I could write as well.”

—Clive Cussler, author of The Gangster

“K.J. Howe’s debut novel is a high stakes geopolitical thriller that is truly a page turner.
The Freedom Broker explores and illuminates
the exotic world of elite Delta Force-type
professionals who make a dangerous and
deadly living rescuing kidnap victims all over
the world. And we are along for the ride of our
lives. Incredibly well-researched and expertly
written, this is a behind-the-scenes story of
how some hostage victims come home safely
and why some do not.”

—Nelson DeMille, New York Times
bestselling author of Radiant Angel

“This debut novel by Howe...generates nonstop
suspense, commanding attention from the
start and never letting go. Intended as the start
of a series, this is a must for thriller fans.”

—Booklist (starred review)

“K.J. Howe is a master at weaving together
action and suspense. Her debut The Freedom
Broker is an engaging, fast-moving, spellbinding
international intrigue that will leave you breathless.
In Thea Paris, Howe has created a smart, complex
yet kick-ass character that you’ll want to follow and
root for.”

—Simon Gervais, former RCMP counterterrorism agent
and bestselling author of The Thin Black Line

“The Freedom Broker has great ‘BONES’: engaging
characters, nimble pacing, and crackling action.”

—Kathy Reichs, New York Times bestselling author of
Déjà Dead

“A spectacular start for what promises to be a great
Thea Paris series.”

—Kirkus (starred review)

“What a crackling debut! International kidnap
rescue specialist Thea Paris is a beguiling hero
caught in the case of her life, and KJ Howe
writes about her with knowledge and precision.
The Freedom Broker explodes with high-level
excitement!”

—Scott Turow, author of Innocent and Presumed
Innocent

“The pulse-pounding excitement never ends in this
remarkable debut novel, The Freedom Broker, by
KJ Howe. From Africa’s violent backcountry to
cosmopolitan Athens and the corridors of power
in Washington D.C., Howe takes the reader on the
thriller ride of a lifetime. All of kidnap negotiator
Thea Paris’s skills are tested when she has to
save a billionaire who is also someone she loves.
Memorable characters, muscular prose, and a
world atlas of fascinating insider details make this
a can’t-put-down read. I loved it!”

—Gayle Lynds, New York Times bestelling author of
The Assassins

“The Freedom Broker delivers big time with a
compelling herone, cracker jack action, and plot
that grabs and holds to the last page.”

—John Lescroart, New York Times bestselling author of
the Dismas Hardy series

“The Freedom Broker is a blisteringly original,
superbly crafted thriller that promises to be
one of the major debuts of 2017. K.J. Howe’s
gut-wrenching foray into the world of hostage
negotiation turned upside down propels her
straight into the league of Linda Fairstein, Tess
Gerritsen, Lisa Scottoline, and Karin Slaughter,
thanks to a tale framed by an emotional complexity
and structural elegance both rare for the
genre. As riveting as it is bracing, this is reading
entertainment at its absolute best.”

—Jon Land, USA Today bestselling author

“The Freedom Broker is an adrenaline-fueled,
non-stop thrill ride. From the pulse pounding first
pages, through the shocking conclusion, Howe never
lets up on the suspense, the twists, and the action.
Hostage negotiator Thea Paris is my favorite kind of
heroine—fierce, whip-smart, and very human. We’ll
all be waiting anxiously for the next riveting chapter
in her story.”

—Lisa Unger, New York Times bestselling author

“An impressive debut that delivers a dazzling thrill
ride, leaving the reader breathless and smarter.
Rich with exotic locales and insights into the
high-stakes world of international kidnapping,
The Freedom Broker soars with high adventure
as Thea Paris does it all in this outstanding series
starter.”

—Lissa Price, international bestselling author

“Smart, fast, and vivid, The Freedom Broker
pitches brother against sister in a global power play
that turns to war. Unique settings and expertly
told, K.J. Howe knows her stuff.”

—Taylor Steves, New York Times bestselling author

“Howe uses fascinating details regarding real-world
teams that specialize in kidnapping with gripping
action and thrills to make this an amazing pageturner. It’s hard to believe that this is her first novel
because the story, characters and pacing feel like
the work of a much more experienced storyteller.
This is the first in a series, and further adventures
featuring Thea Paris and her company will be
eagerly anticipated.”
—Associated Press
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SKYJACK
“K.J. Howe’s Skyjack upends the thriller world
with Thea Paris... I don ’t know what impresses
me more—the accuracy of the action details
(the result of thorough, intensive research),
the global sweep of the story, or the underlying
theme, which is the hazards, rewards, and
complexity of family. As a private pilot, I was
particularly taken by the airplane sequences,
which are extremely accurate. This is all the
more remarkable because K. J. Howe is not a
pilot.”

“The Freedom Broker was no fluke. With
Skyjack, Howe shows she is the real deal. An
honest-to-God, first class thriller writer who
will have your knuckles turning white as you
flip the pages.”

“Kimberley Howe is the ‘real deal’. From a US
Air Force B-47 in the 1950’s, to a gunfight in
the Hagia Sophia, Howe writes with authority
and detail that is intensely satisfying to any
reader.”

“Hang on tight: Thea Paris is back in a new
nailbiting, high-stakes adventure. Skyjack is
exciting, assured, and a hell of a great ride.
Buckle up.”

— David Morrell, New York Times bestselling
author of Murder as a Fine Art

— Lt. Col. Dave Grossman, author of On Killing,
On Combat and Assassination Generation

“Thea Paris kicks some serious ass in this actionpacked thrill ride that grabs the reader from the
first exciting page and doesn’t let go until the last.
KJ Howe it at the top of the K&R game.”

—Karin Slaughter, internationally bestselling
author of Pieces of Her

“Scarcely a page passes without some new piece
of breathtaking action.”

—The Times

—Linwood Barclay, #1 internationally bestselling author

“Thea Paris has returned in Skyjack, a pulsepounding treat, sharp as a piece of Damascus
steel. If you’re not reading K.J. Howe, you’re
missing out.”

—Steve Berry, New York Times and #1 Internationally
bestselling author of The 14th Colony

—Meg Gardiner, author of Into the Black Nowhere

“Howe...is a master storyteller, and even though
this is her second novel, it demonstrates the
talent of someone who has been crafting
thrillers for decades. This works on several
levels and will fuel interest in our heroine’s
further exploits.”

—Library Journal (starred review)

“For action-hungry readers, this one’s a must.”

—Booklist

“A fast-paced thriller that will keep you
engrossed.”

—People’s Friend

K.J. HOWE is the executive director of ThrillerFest, the annual conference of International
Thriller Writers. A three-time Daphne du Maurier Award winner, she completed her MA in Writing
Popular Fiction at Seton Hill University. She is an avid traveler who has raced camels in Jordan,
surfed in Hawaii, and dove with the great whites in South Africa. She became fascinated by the
kidnap and ransom (K&R) world after meeting Peter Moore, a British computer consultant who
became the longest-held hostage in Iraq and the only person to survive of the five men who were
taken that day.
Victoria Sanders and Associates LLC

THE NETWORK
by L.C. Shaw

HarperCollins
Late one night, investigative journalist Jack Logan receives a surprise visit from
U.S. Senator Malcolm Phillips at his New York apartment. Disheveled and in a
panic, the senator swears that he’s about to be murdered and pleads with Jack
to protect his wife Taylor, who happens to be the only woman Jack has ever truly
loved.
Days later, Phillips is found dead in a hotel room in Micronesia, the apparent
victim of an allergy attack. While the nation mourns, Jack and Taylor race to find
the one man who knows the truth. As they’re pursued by unknown assailants,
their desperate hunt leads them to the Institute, an immense facility shrouded
in mystery that has indoctrinated a generation of America’s political and media
power players. Led by the enigmatic Damon Crosse, the Institute has its tentacles
everywhere—but Taylor unknowingly holds the secret to the one thing that Crosse
needs to carry out his plan.
Taking readers on a thrill ride from the back halls of Congress to the highrise offices of Madison Avenue and a remote Greek island, The Network is a
provocative, pulse-pounding novel that dares to ask the question: who’s really in
charge?

“This is mandatory reading for any thriller aficionado.”

—Steve Berry, New York Times bestselling author

“A twisty, nonstop conspiracy thriller that only has one gear: high!
The Network delivers.”

—Andrew Gross, #1 New York Times bestselling author of
The One Man

L.C. SHAW is the pen name of internationally bestselling author Lynne Constantine
who also writes psychological thrillers with her sister as Liv Constantine. Her
husband wonders if she is actually a spy, and never knows which name to call
her. She loves to procrastinate by spending time on social media, and when
stuck on a plot twist has been known to run ideas by her Silver Labrador and
Golden Retriever who wish she would stop typing and play ball with them. Lynne
has a Master’s Degree from Johns Hopkins University and her work has been
translated into 27 foreign languages.
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THE NETWORK

“The merciless Crosse makes a timely villain
in this thriller from Lynne Constantine,
who with her sister Valerie writes under the
name Liv Constantine.”

—BBC, “Ten Books to Read in December”

“Revel in L.C. Shaw’s thriller, The Network.
. . . Part Dan Brown, part Ira Levin, part
Ian Fleming, part Steve Berry—and wholly
terrifying—The Network displays Shaw’s
talents, skills that enable her to produce
nearly unbearable tension and multiple
shocks as she seizes the reader and never
lets go, not even on the final page.”

—The Free-Lance Star

“Exhilarating . . . . From the opening pages
to the thrilling conclusion, The Network
is an intense and action-packed rollercoaster ride of emotions. . . . The suspense
and intrigue is relentless from beginning
to end. It has it all: political corruption,
religious under tones, immorality, hidden
treasures, historical artifacts, conspiracy,
heart-pounding action, along with a cast
of characters you’ll love and hate. The
conclusion leaves the reader with a bit of a
cliff-hanger and certainly wanting more.”

—New York Journal of Books

“Readers with a taste for action thrillers will
best appreciate this one.”

—Publishers Weekly

“A staccato-paced series opener that will
appeal to readers seeking conspiracy-laced
thrillers.”

—Booklist

“Once you start reading, you’ll be hooked.”

—Suspense Magazine

“Washington power plays, Supreme Court
intrigue, religious relics, and a chase for the
ages. Fans of Brad Meltzer and James Rollins
will love L.C. Shaw’s The Network”

—Anthony Franze, author of The Outsider

“There are books that keep you up at
night, and there are books that keep you
up all night ― L.C. Shaw’s The Network
is the latter. Sophisticated, suspenseful,
and unpredictable, Shaw’s deft plotting
and breakneck pacing set the standard
for the modern political thriller. Once I
started reading, I couldn’t stop. Absolutely
electrifying.”

—Jennifer Hillier, USA Today bestselling author
of Jar of Hearts

“Shaw’s blistering pacing, compelling drama,
and tight prose mesh together to create
an unputdownable read. Journalist Jack
Logan rips down the curtain masking one of
mankind’s oldest secrets in an all-out battle
for the human soul. Tune into The Network
for the gritty news of today—and yesterday.
Breathtaking.”

—K.J. Howe, international bestselling author of
Skyjack
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VANESSA LILLIE
Thomas & Mercer
LITTLE VOICES On the very night that Devon Burges lies in a hospital bed, nearly dying
in childbirth, her friend, Belina, is brutally killed. In the days and weeks following, the
grief-stricken Devon struggles with postpartum psychosis, manifesting as a vicious,
godlike voice that preys upon her new-mom insecurities. After another friend, Alec, is
accused of the murder, Devon awakens from her funk and gets proactive. Employing
her lawyerly skills and instincts, she tirelessly investigates, delving deeply into Belina’s
life, while seeking to identify those who benefitted from her death. Nothing will stop
Devon from finding Belina’s killer, neither the baby in her arms nor the unrelenting
cruel voice in her head. But staying on the right side of the law proves difficult as she
becomes entrenched in the crime. While she wants to believe Alec is innocent, Devon
uncovers extremely worrisome evidence: his involvement in a money-laundering
scheme, his ties to a corrupt government official, and a botched FBI investigation
connected to him. Attaining justice becomes an obsessive compulsion which leads
Devon, her baby in-hand, down Belina’s dangerous path and directly to the assassin.
ONE OF COSMOPOLITAN’S “10 NEW GOOD BOOKS TO READ”
ONE OF REFINERY29’S “FAVORITE BOOKS OF OCTOBER 2019”

“This superb psychological thriller is hard to put down.”
—Publishers Weekly (starred review)
FOR THE BEST When Jules Worthington-Smith’s wallet is found next to a dead man, she
becomes the prime suspect in his murder. After struggling for years to build the perfect
family and career, she’s dangerously close to losing everything.
Sure of her innocence, Jules is desperate to clear her name. But there’s one big problem:
she was blackout drunk when the murder took place and can’t remember what happened.
Unsatisfied with the police’s handling of the case, Jules embarks on her own gin-fueled
murder investigation. As she uncovers fresh clues, she starts a true-crime vlog that
becomes a viral sensation, pushing her into the public eye. It’s not long before the ordeal
forces Jules to confront her demons, including her turbulent childhood and excessive
drinking.
The deeper Jules digs, the more dirt she uncovers about the murder and herself.
Unexpected truths pile up until she’s buried so deep even finding the killer might not be
enough to set her free.

“For the Best is intelligent and wholly original. It is that rare book that makes
you race to the end but then stop in your tracks and just say WHOA!”
—Wendy Walker, internationally bestselling author of The Night Before
and All Is Not Forgotten
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VANESSA LILLIE

“Intricate, unpredictable, and deliciously addictive.”

—Minka Kent, bestselling author of The Memory Watcher
and The Thinnest Air

“An unsettling mystery with an unreliable narrator
who will keep you guessing the whole way through.
Little Voices is as haunting as it is gripping.”

—Liv Constantine, bestselling author of
The Last Mrs. Parrish

“With Little Voices as a debut, it is exciting to
think about what Vanessa Lillie is going to provide
readers with next. This is a career that is about to
take off.”

—BOLO Books

“For the Best is a dark and twisting tale that takes
you on a breathless ride from the first page to the
final jaw-dropping conclusion.”

—Amy Impellizzeri, award-winning author of The Truth
About Thea and Why We Lie

“It’s not easy to hit me with a twist I don’t see
coming, but Vanessa Lillie did just that in her
smashing debut...a murder mystery, political
thriller, and psychological suspense wrapped into
one sensational story...A clever and addictive read
from a bright new talent.”

“The story had me switching allegiances like it was
a tennis match, made me suspect everyone, and
the ending…pure perfection. A fast-paced read
thriller lovers won’t want to miss!”

“Vanessa Lillie’s wholly original debut is for people
who have already read every thriller on the
market.”

“A fascinating look at the power of restorative
justice, For the Best is Vanessa Lillie at her finest.
Mesmerizing and thought-provoking,”

“Little Voices grabs you from the first chapter
and doesn’t let go until one shocking final twist.
Vanessa Lillie is an author to watch.”

“Propulsive and crisp writing, I couldn’t put it
down!”

—Kimberly Belle, bestselling author of
The Marriage Lie and Dear Wife

—Refinery29

—Kellye Garrett, Anthony, Agatha, and Lefty awardwinning author of Hollywood

“Aficionados of mystery, thriller, and horror will
savor this intricately plotted page-turner that
builds to a stunning denouement.”

—Providence Journal

—Hannah Mary McKinnon, bestselling author of Her
Secret Son and The Neighbors

—Christina McDonald, USA Today bestselling author of
The Night Olivia Fell and Behind Every Lie

—Kaira Rouda, international and USA Today bestselling
author of Best Day Ever and The Favorite Daughter

“Lillie’s twisty, tense sophomore novel will keep you
guessing until the very end.”

—Halley Sutton, author of The Lady Upstairs

“This is a stunning debut with a gut punch of a twist.
You’ll be reading all night long.”

—Jennifer Hillier, author of Jar of Hearts

VANESSA LILLIE has fifteen years of marketing and communications experience and
enjoys organizing book events and literary happenings in the Providence, Rhode Island
area. Originally from Oklahoma, Vanessa calls Providence, Rhode Island home with her
husband and sloth obsessed son.
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ASHA BANDELE
Scribner
DAUGHTER On a winter night in Brooklyn, Aya Rivers, a vibrant nineteen-year-old black college
student is shot by a white police officer in a case of mistaken identity. Her mother, Miriam, a rigid
and guarded woman, rushes to the hospital. Keeping vigil by her daughter’s hospital bed, Miriam
remembers her own youth: a series of tragic moments as she struggled for independence and the
violent dissolution of her relationship with Aya’s father. But as Miriam confronts her past—a lifetime
of emotional imprisonment, of her losses and regrets—she finds her wounds to slowly heal, and
discovers a tentative hopefulness.
The gifted author of the acclaimed memoir, The Prisoner’s Wife, bandele delivers a deeply penetrating
work—an emotionally shattering first novel that explores the perils of silence and illuminates the
fragile complexity of the mother-daughter bond. With the lyrical economy of poetry, bandele tells
a powerful story that boldly confronts timely and troubling issues. Daughter is an unforgettable
portrait of one extraordinary woman and her journey—from secrecy to openness, from the silence
of isolation to the beauty of connection. NEW CONVERSATION/HEALING GUIDE INCLUDED.

“A wonderful first novel about the very complex ties that
bind mothers and daughters in pain, the inevitable
sacrifices that redefine love, passion, and commitment...
Daughter will move and transform you.”

—Edwidge Danticat

THE PRISONER’S WIFE As a favor for a friend, a bright and talented young woman volunteered to
read her poetry to a group of prisoners during a Black History Month program. It was an encounter
that would alter her life forever, because it was there, in the prison, that she would meet Rashid,
the man who was to become her friend, her confidant, her husband, her lover, her soul mate. At the
time, Rashid was serving a sentence of twenty years to life for his part in a murder. The Prisoner’s
Wife is a testimony, for wives and mothers, friends and families. It’s a tribute to anyone who has
ever chosen, against the odds, to love.
A NATIONAL BOOK FOUNDATION LITERATURE FOR JUSTICE SELECTED TITLE

“asha bandele’s writing soars with emotion. And the
reader’s emotions soar as well, not because of a shared
experience but because her highly polished and skillful
writing makes one feel her pain and joy.”

—Booklist (starred review)
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Praise for

ASHA BANDELE
“My oldest daughter and I…had the same
reaction; we think it’s the best book we’ve read
in a long time…The story is compelling and
powerful and keeps you thinking.”

—Kimberly Elise, O, The Oprah Magazine

“A provocative meditation…bandele’s imagery
is spare and effective…the kind of storytelling
that resurrects lost family history.”

—The Washington Post

“bandele’s low-key take on a grim aspect of the
urban black experience stands in refreshing
contrast to more sensationalistic renditions.”

—Publishers Weekly

“This lyrical writer gives us another penetrating
look at the endurance of love under harsh
circumstances.”

—Essence

“A powerful and provocative book—everyone
should read it.”

—Angela Davis

“It is not easy to trust your heart, but here is
a love story. The Prisoner’s Wife takes us
through not the dungeon of emotions, but
the sunshine of hope. If we can continue to
find a reason to care, we can all be saved.
This book needs to be read by anyone who
has...paid a price for love.”
—Nikki Giovanni

“The silences that injustice feeds are so
intricate and mutable that the mere possibility
of expressing them is risky. Gloriously, in
DAUGHTER, asha bandele speaks from this
impossible place. Let her take you there.”

—Adrian Nicole Leblanc, author of Random Family

“If silence is the cancer that kills our dreams,
then asha bandele’s Daughter is surely the
cure for what ails us.”

—Pearl Cleage, author of What Looks Like
Crazy on an Ordinary Day

“bandele writes about family grief and
bitterness with searing immediacy…
This powerful story does what the author asks
for: it breaks the silence.”

—Booklist

ASHA BANDELE is a New York Times bestselling and award-winning author, poet, and journalist. A
former features editor for Essence magazine, as well as a Revson Fellow at Columbia University, and
performance poet featured on HBO’S “Def Poetry Jam,” asha is the author of two collections of poems,
the award-winning memoir, The Prisoner’s Wife, and its follow-up Something Like Beautiful, and the
novel, Daughter. She is co-author of the New York Times bestseller, When They Call You a Terrorist:
a #Black Lives Matter memoir, with Patrisse Khan-Cullors. She lives in Brooklyn with her daughter.
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BARBARA BOURLAND
Grand Central
Publishing, US/
Quercus, UK

I’LL EAT WHEN I’M DEAD When stylish Hillary Whitney dies alone in a locked, windowless
conference room at the offices of high-concept magazine RAGE Fashion Book, her death is initially
ruled an unfortunate side effect of the unrelenting pressure to be thin.
But two months later, a cryptic note in her handwriting ends up in the office of the NYPD and the
case is reopened, leading Det. Mark Hutton straight into the glamorous life of hardworking RAGE
editor Catherine Ono, who insists on joining the investigation. Surrounded by a support-ing cast
of party girls, Type A narcissists and half-dead socialites, Cat and her colleague Bess Bonner
are determined to solve the case and achieve sartorial perfection. But their amateur detective
work has disastrous results, and the two ingenues are caught in a web of drugs, sex, lies and
moisturizer that changes their lives forever.
Viciously funny, this sharp and satirical take on the politics of women’s bodies and women’s work
is an addictive debut novel.
FAKE LIKE ME What really happened to Carey Logan?
After a fire decimates her studio, including the seven billboard-size paintings for her next show,
a young, no-name painter is left with an impossible task: recreate her art in three months—or
ruin her fledgling career. Homeless and desperate, she flees to an exclusive retreat in upstate
New York famous for its outrageous revelries and glamorous artists. And notorious as the place
where brilliant young artist Carey Logan—one of her idols—drowned in the lake.
At once a twisted psychological portrait of a woman crumbling under unimaginable pressure
and a razor-sharp satire of the contemporary art scene, Fake Like Me is a dark, glamorous, and
addictive story of good intentions gone awry.

PUBLISHERS WEEKLY BEST BOOK FOR SUMMER 2019
A 2020 EDGAR AWARD NOMINEE FOR BEST NOVEL

“A haunting, dizzying meditation on identity and the blurred lines between life
and art.”
—Kirkus (starred review)
“Bourland expertly shines a light on the nature of female ambition and desire
and the often dark heart of inspiration.”
—Publishers Weekly (starred review)
“A must for those with an artistic bent, a sheer reading pleasure for all.”
—Library Journal (starred review)
“Bourland has an uncanny knack for spatial description...with pristinely
observed color and feeling. She also nails the creep factor...”
—Booklist (starred review)
BARBARA BOURLAND lives in Baltimore, MD. Formerly, she worked as a freelance writer and
web producer for titles at Condé Nast and Hearst, among others. I’ll Eat When I’m Dead is her
first novel. Her second novel, Fake Like Me, is also forthcoming from Grand Central Publishing.
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BARBARA BOURLAND

FAKE LIKE ME

A 2019 Best of Baltimore Editors’ Pick
A HelloGiggles Best Book of June 2019
A CrimeReads Best Crime Books of the Year
A Toronto Star Hot Summer Thriller Pick
A Refinery29 Best Book of June 2019
A Cosmopolitan June 2019 Must-Have
A Fortune Summer 2019 Travel Pick

“From Finnish toast-only restaurants to kobebeef hide bikinis and grandiose faux feminism,
Barbara Bourland makes you laugh out loud and
keep turning the pages. A deft, smart, and hilarious
debut.”
—Wednesday Martin, Ph.D., New York Times
bestselling author of Primates of Park Avenue

“Barbara Bourland deftly marries body image
issues with wit in her mystery.”—US Magazine
“I’ll Eat When I’m Dead is a reckless adventure in
the world of starry-eyed models, dubiously sourced
drugs, anorexia, and Instagram. But don’t let the
frills and flashbulbs fool you. Barbara Bourland is
here to show you that fashion is a deadly serious
business.”
—Mikita Brottman, author of
The Maximum Security Book Club

“A compulsively readable, satirical romp with a
sharp and vicious twist, I’ll Eat When I’m Dead is a
timley, smart, and perceptive mystery.”

—K.J. Howe, author of Skyjack

“One part deliciously satirical send-up, one part
murder mystery, I’ll Eat When I’m Dead kept me
reading and had me laughing out loud.”

“Biting, funny, and brilliantly subversive; Bourland’s
debut is like The Devil Wears Prada meets American
Psycho.”

“Barbara Bourland’s high fashion/murder mystery/
genre-smashing mash-up I’ll Eat When I’m Dead
satirizes the stylish with a brilliant, biting wit. A
feminist tome with clothes to die for that’s so twisty
it will slay you.”

“You will not see the art world—or a woman’s place
in it—the same way again.”

“Gloriously mordant, and just the right amount of
rococo, you have to start your summer with this
glittering new read.”

—Lisa Gabriele, author of The Winters

—Sara Blaedel, #1 international bestselling author of
The Forgotten Girls

—Marisa Acocella, author of the New York Times
bestselling graphic novels Ann Tenna,
Cancer Vixen, and
Just Who the Hell Is She Anyway?

—Courtney Maum, author of Touch and
I Am Having So Much Fun Here Without You

“A smart feminist fashion manifesto packed with
pulpy, sexy, murderous intrigue.”
—Elizabeth L. Cline, author of Overdressed

“Delectable.”—People Magazine, May Picks
“...an excellent read...”—Medium
Victoria Sanders and Associates LLC

—Louise O’Neill, author of Only Ever Yours and
Asking For It

—Maria Hummel, author of Still Lives,
a Reese Witherspoon Book Club Pick

“Barbara Bourland has written a ‘du Maurieresque’ literary thriller about sexual journey and
artistic legacy, a gorgeously scathing critique of
the New York art scene, and a warning about the
deadly consequences of stifling female expression.”
“This gripping tale throws back the curtain on a
world of secrets and intrigue.”
—Liv Constantine, international bestselling author of
The Last Mrs. Parrish and
The Last Time I Saw You

“[A] page-turning story about art imitating life.”

—The Palm Beach Post

“Bourland’s terrific new novel engages with the
quandary of what makes a work of art authentic.”
—Crime Reads

CAROLINA DE ROBERTIS
Knopf

Krueger/Fischer, Germany • Albatros, Poland • JP/Politikens, Denmark • Šahinpašic, Bosnia
& Herzegovina • Garzanti Libri, Italy • Matar, Israel • De Bezige Bij, The Netherlands • Diaplasi
Editions, Greece • Vigmostad & Bjørke, Norway • Le cherche midi, France • Nemira, Romania
CANTORAS In 1977 Uruguay, a military government has crushed political dissent with ruthless
force. In an environment where citizens are kidnapped, raped, and tortured, homosexuality is a
dangerous transgression. And yet, despite such societal realities, Romina, Flaca, Anita “La Venus,”
Paz, and Malena—five cantoras, women who “sing”—somehow, miraculously, find each other.

WINNER OF THE STONEWALL BOOK AWARDS – BARBARA GITTINGS
LITERATURE AWARD

ONE OF THE MILLIONS’ MOST ANTICIPATED BOOKS FOR THE SECOND HALF OF 2019
A 2019 KIRKUS PRIZE FINALIST IN THE FICTION CATEGORY

“Carolina De Robertis is a force: prepare to be astonished.”

—R.O. Kwon, author of The Incendiaries

“...prob[es] the harsh realities of what it takes to carve out a life of
freedom under an oppressive government.”

—Publishers Weekly

“...a revolutionary fable, ideal for this moment...”

—The New York Times

THE GODS OF TANGO February 1913: seventeen-year-old Leda, carrying only a small trunk and
her father’s cherished violin, leaves her Italian village for a new home, and a new husband, in
Argentina. Arriving in Buenos Aires, she discovers that he has been killed, but she remains, living
in a tenement, without friends or family, on the brink of destitution. Still, she is seduced by the
music that underscores life in the city: tango, born from lower-class immigrant voices, now the
illicit, scandalous dance of brothels and cabarets. Leda eventually acts on a long-held desire to
master the violin, knowing that she can never play in public as a woman. She cuts off her hair,
binds her breasts, and becomes “Dante,” a young man who joins a troupe of tango musicians bent
on conquering the salons of high society. Now, gradually, the lines between Leda and Dante begin
to blur, and feelings that she has long kept suppressed reveal themselves, jeopardizing not only
her musical career, but her life.
WINNER OF THE STONEWALL BOOK AWARDS – BARBARA GITTINGS LITERATURE AWARD
NBC NEWS BEST LATINA BOOK 2015
AMAZON BEST BOOK JULY 2015
WINNER OF THE 2016 STONEWALL BOOK AWARDS

“This beautifully realized work is as evocative and textured as the
tango itself.”

—Library Journal (starred review)

“Sensuous, thoughtful, and beautifully rendered.”
LEAD AGENT:
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—The Huffington Post
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PERLA A coming-of-age story based on a recent shocking chapter of Argentine history, about a
young woman who makes a devastating discovery about her origins with the help of an enigmatic
houseguest. Perla Correa grew up a privileged only child in Buenos Aires, with a cold, polished
mother and a straitlaced naval officer father, whose profession she learned early on not to
disclose in a country still reeling from the abuses of military dictatorship. Perla understands that
her parents were on the wrong side of the conflict, but her love for her papá is unconditional. But
when Perla is startled by an uninvited visitor, she begins a journey that will force her to confront
the unease she has suppressed all her life, and to make a wrenching decision about who she is,
and who she will become.

“Mesmerizing…a moving, poetic novel.”

—O, The Oprah Magazine

“Lyrically combining into reality both the fantastic and the horrific,
De Robertis weaves a beautiful tale about birth, rebirth, and the
responsibility of inheritance from complex, startling history.”

—Booklist (starred review)

THE INVISIBLE MOUNTAIN On the first day of the year 1900, the residents of a small town deep in
the Uruguayan countryside gather to witness a miracle—the mysterious reappearance of Pajarita,
a lost infant who will grow up to begin a lineage of fiercely independent women. Her daughter,
Eva, a stubborn beauty intent on becoming a poet, overcomes a shattering betrayal to embark
on a most unconventional path. And Eva’s daughter, Salomé, awakens to both her sensuality and
political convictions amid the violent turmoil of the late 1960s. A poignant celebration of the fierce
connection between mothers and daughters.
TOP 10 READS OF 2009 BY O, THE OPRAH MAGAZINE
TOP 10 FIRST NOVELS OF 2009 BY BOOKLIST
TOP 100 BOOKS OF 2009 BY THE SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE

“A lyrical, haunting story about three generations of an
extraordinary family, and an evocative tribute to the endurance of
women and the spirit of poetry.”

—Diana Gabaldon, author of The Outlander series

“De Robertis is a skilled storyteller, but it is her use of language—
from the precision of poetry to the sensuality of sex—that makes
this literary debut so exceptional.”

—Booklist (starred review)

“This novel is beautifully written yet deliberate in its storytelling…
An extraordinary first effort whose epic scope and deft handling
reverberate with the deep pull of ancestry, the powerful influence of
one’s country and the sacrifices of reinvention.“

—Publishers Weekly (starred review)

“Beautiful…Wrenching…De Robertis is an extraordinarily courageous writer
who only gets better with every book.”
—Junot Díaz
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Praise for

CAROLINA DE ROBERTIS
“De Robertis is an extraordinarily courageous
writer who only gets better with every book.”

—Junot Díaz

“De Robertis is a skilled storyteller, but it is her use
of language—from the precision of poetry to the
sensuality of sex—that makes this literary debut so
exceptional.” —Booklist (starred review)
“Carolina De Robertis is a writer of uncanny
wisdom and an alchemist of words.”

—Alex Espinoza, author of Still Water Saints

“Haunting…a sensitive exploration of love, loyalty,
and hope in the wake of atrocity.” —The New Yorker
“De Robertis brings the best of two cultures to bear
in her work, melding the Latin literary tradition
of magical realism with a thoroughly modern,
politically charged North American sensibility…”

—Chicago Tribune

“De Robertis holds the reader’s attention with her
entrancingly rhythmic and pulsating prose.”

—The Wall Street Journal

[A] sweeping and lushly lyrical saga that spans
three generations of women…Boldly poetic.” —Elle
“A galloping saga…The kind of novel you stay up
late to finish.” —The San Francisco Chronicle
“Enchanting, funny, and heartbreaking.”

—Publishers Weekly (starred review)

“The brainiest dynastic novel in years. A high-end
story full of sex, politics and family.”

—Sara Nelson, The Daily Beast

“...a stunning lullaby to revolution.”

—Jacqueline Woodson, National Book Award-winning
author of Another Brooklyn

“...expansive in scope and daring in content.”

—Woodbury Magazine

“A plea to embrace ‘the bright jagged thing you
really are,’ and De Robertis captures the enormity
of that struggle.” —Kirkus Reviews
“... a majestic work of song and imagination, a
handbook to survival for us all.”

—Cristina Garcia, author of Dreaming in Cuba

“I rooted for these remarkable women during every
step of their journey and found myself weeping in
gratitude and happiness in the final pages.”

—Lisa See, author of Snow Flower and the Secret Fan and
The Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane

“In this toxic era, [Carolina’s] voice is what we need
to bring us back to wholeness. Aside from that, it’s
a damn good read!”

—Luis Alberto Urrea, Pulitzer finalist and author of
The House of Broken Angels

“A powerful paean to freedom.”

—Karen Joy Fowler, author of the Booker finalist
We Are All Completely Beside Ourselves

“Tender, subversive, astonishing...”

—Francisco Goldman, author of Say Her Name and
The Interior Circuit

“...[Cantoras] is touted as the author’s masterpiece.”

—Library Journal

“Reading Cantoras was like finding a light switch
after years of learning how to walk in the dark.”

—Alex Neff, bookseller at A Room of One’s Own

“A stunning novel about queer love, womanhood,
and personal and political revolution.”

—Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

“It’s impossible not to fall in love with these fierce
‘girlwomen’...”

—Angie Cruz, author of Dominicana, in Vanity Fair

“...organic and deeply human...”

—BookPage (starred review)

CAROLINA DE ROBERTIS, a writer of Uruguayan origin, is the author of the novels The Gods of Tango, Perla, and the international
bestseller The Invisible Mountain, all published by Knopf. Her books have been translated into seventeen languages, and have
been named Best Books of the Year in venues including the San Francisco Chronicle, O, The Oprah Magazine, BookList, and
NBC. She is the recipient of a Stonewall Book Award, Italy’s Rhegium Julii Prize, and a 2012 Fellowship from the National
Endowment for the Arts, among other honors. She is also an award-winning translator of Latin American literature. A longtime activist, De Robertis spent ten years in the non-profit sector before publishing her first book, and during that time she led
projects around issues including women’s rights, immigrant rights, and sexual violence. She teaches creative writing at San
Francisco State University, and lives in Oakland, California with her wife and two children.
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Holt

LAUREN FRANCIS-SHARMA
Frassinelli/Sperling & Kupfer, Italy

‘TIL THE WELL RUNS DRY A glorious and moving multigenerational, multicultural saga that begins
in the 1940s and sweeps through the 1960s in Trinidad and the United States. ’Til the Well Runs Dry
opens in a seaside village in the north of Trinidad where young Marcia Garcia, a gifted and smartmouthed sixteen-year-old seamstress, lives alone, raising two small boys and guarding a family
secret. When she meets Farouk Karam, an ambitious young policemen, the risks and rewards in
Marcia’s life amplify forever.
On an island rich with laughter, Calypso, Carnival, cricket, beaches and salty air, sweet fruits and
spicy stews, the novel follows Marcia and Farouk from their amusing and passionate courtship
through personal and historical events that threaten Marcia’s secret, entangle the couple and
their children in a scandal, and endanger the future for all of them.
’Til the Well Runs Dry tells the twinned stories of a spirited woman’s love for one man and her
bottomless devotion to her children. For readers who cherish the previously untold stories of
women’s lives, here is a story of grit and imperfection and love that has not been told before.
SHORTLISTED FOR THE WILLIAM SAROYAN INTERNATIONAL PRIZE

“Like the Obeah woman in her story, Lauren Francis-Sharma has cast a
spell that refuses to release me. I won’t forget this story or the voice of
this wonderful new writer any time soon.”
—Brunonia Barry, New York Times bestselling author of The Lace Reader
Grove Atlantic

BOOK OF THE LITTLE AXE In 1796 Trinidad, young Rosa Rendón quietly but purposefully rebels
against the life others expect her to lead. Bright, competitive, and opinionated, Rosa sees no reason
she should learn to cook and keep house, for it is obvious her talents lie in running the farm she, alone,
views as her birthright. But when her homeland changes from Spanish to British rule, it becomes
increasingly unclear whether its free black property owners—Rosa’s family among them—will be
allowed to keep their assets, their land, and ultimately, their freedom.
ONE OF THE MILLIONS MOST ANTICIPATED BOOKS IN THE FIRST HALF OF 2020
ONE OF ELECTRIC LIT’S “BOOKS BY WOMEN AND NONBINARY WRITERS OF COLORS TO READ
IN 2020”

“They say the past is a foreign country but forget to mention that it’s also
wild. Book of the Little Axe reminds us... Francis-Sharma has produced
a deeply moving novel about the ways in which all of us have always been
connected.”

—David Treuer, New York Times bestseeling author of
The Heartbeat of Wounded Knee

LAUREN FRANCIS-SHARMA has contributed fiction and film reviews to online magazines, and her essay on the poetry of
Sonia Sanchez was published in the first issue of BMa: The Sonia Sanchez Literary Review. Ms. Francis-Sharma holds a
Bachelor’s Degree in English Literature with a minor in African-American Studies from the University of Pennsylvania and
a JD from the University of Michigan. She resides in Washington, DC with her husband and two children, where she is a
member of the District of Columbia’s Novel Critiques Group at Maryland Writer’s Center.
LEAD AGENT:
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LAUREN FRANCIS-SHARMA
“’Til The Well Runs Dry is unforgettable. Like the
best poetry, it has all the high notes: a beautiful
girl, a spell that leads to love and death, and a
terrible secret—in language pierced with the
cries and colors of the West Indies. But this is
not just a story; it’s the author’s retelling of her
own origins. Sweet, brutal, and unsparing, this
is Lauren Francis-Sharma’s first book, yet she
commands the page.”
—Jacquelyn Mitchard, author of the #1 New York Times
bestseller, The Deep End of the Ocean

“Lauren Francis Sharma’s talent shines!”

—USA Today

“…a story that feels more like a song, with a
chorus of voices across generations revealing
a culture as vibrant and enriching as it is
overlooked by those on the mainland.”

—Henry Louis Gates, Jr.

“Book of the Little Axe shines a bright light
on the little-known connections between
the Caribbean and the United States.
Readers will find it almost impossible to
put this book down.”

—Elizabeth Nunez, author of Prospero’s Daughter and
Even in Paradise

“Experiences, imagery, and characters that
linger on the flesh. Eyes. In the heart. And as I
read the last paragraph and closed the book,
I knew that I had experienced an amazing
journey of light. Thank you, my dear sister, for
this wonderful book.”

—Sonia Sanchez, poet and writer

“[A] remarkably accomplished first time
novelist.”

—Booklist (starred review)
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“Lauren Francis-Sharma’s debut novel, ’Til
The Well Runs Dry, illuminates a complex and
beautiful Trinidad…In ’Til The Well Runs Dry,
Lauren Francis-Sharma has gone looking for
her own personal history and has written as
well an important narrative celebrating the
African and South Asian people who created
Caribbean culture.”

—Breena Clarke, Oprah Book Club and bestselling author
of River, Cross My Heart, and Stand with the Storm

“I was swept away by this thunderous, witty,
and deeply soulful novel about family,
Trinidad, secrets, porch sitters, dirt roads,
and passion. And so satisfying, like the first
time I read my aunt’s novel Their Eyes Were
Watching God.”

—Lucy Anne Hurston, cotrustee of the
Zora Neale Hurston Trust

“Lauren Francis-Sharma’s care for her
characters and skill with her subject shine
through every page.”
—Laila Lalami, author of The Other Americans

“We’re all the richer for Book of the Little
Axe.”

—Peter Ho Davies, author of The Fortunes

“The Book of the Little Axe is epic in ambition
and scope, a sweeping tale that illuminates
pivotal historical periods in Trinidad and
North America, and the links between them.

—Laura van den Berg

“As universally touching as it is original.”

—The New York Times

St. Martin’s Press

T. GREENWOOD
RUST & STARDUST Camden, NJ, 1948. When 11-year-old Sally Horner steals a notebook from the
local Woolworth’s, she has no way of knowing that 52-year-old Frank LaSalle, fresh out of prison, is
watching her, preparing to make his move. Accosting her outside the store, Frank convinces Sally
that he’s an FBI agent who can have her arrested in a minute unless she does as he says.
Based on the experiences of real-life kidnapping victim Sally Horner and her captor, whose story
shocked the nation and inspired Vladimir Nabokov to write his controversial and iconic Lolita, this
heart-pounding story by award-winning author T. Greenwood at last gives a voice to Sally herself.
AN AUGUST 2018 LIBRARYREADS PICK

		

		
“This is a beautifully written, unnerving tragedy woven from equal
measures of hope and menace.”

—Booklist (starred review)

KEEPING LUCY Ginny Richardson’s heart was torn open when her baby girl, Lucy, born with Down
Syndrome, was taken from her. Under pressure from his powerful family, her husband, Ab, sent
Lucy away to Willowridge, a special school for the “feeble-minded.” Ab tried to convince Ginny it
was for the best. That they should grieve for their daughter as though she were dead. That they
should try to move on.
But two years later, when Ginny’s best friend, Marsha, shows her a series of articles exposing
Willowridge as a hell-on-earth—its squalid hallways filled with neglected children—she knows she
can’t leave her daughter there. With Ginny’s six-year-old son in tow, Ginny and Marsha drive to the
school to see Lucy for themselves. What they find sets their course on a heart-racing journey across
state lines—turning Ginny into a fugitive.
For the first time, Ginny must test her own strength and face the world head-on as she fights Ab
and his domineering father for the right to keep Lucy. Racing from Massachusetts to the beaches of
Atlantic City, through the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia to a roadside mermaid show in Florida,
Keeping Lucy is a searing portrait of just how far a mother’s love can take her.

“Greenwood once again mines emotional depths that have become
the hallmark of her writing. Readers can’t help but be drawn into her
heartbreaking and uplifting journey.”

—Mandy Mikulencak, author of Forgiveness Road and The Last Suppers

“Greenwood delivers an unabashed heart-tugger...This is a moving
depiction of the primal power of a mother’s love.”—Publishers Weekly
T. GREENWOOD is the author of twelve novels. She has received grants from the Sherwood
Anderson Foundation, the Christopher Isherwood Foundation, the National Endowment for the
Arts, and the Maryland State Arts Council. Five of her novels have been BookSense76/IndieBound
picks. Her eighth novel, Bodies of Water, was a 2014 Lambda Literary Awards Finalist. Her novels
have been translated into five languages.
She teaches creative writing for San Diego Writer’s Ink, Grossmont College, and online for The
Writer’s Center. She and her husband, Patrick, live in San Diego, CA with their two daughters.
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Praise for

T. GREENWOOD

“T. Greenwood, in Rust & Stardust, has clearly
done her research.”

— The New York Review of Books

“Greenwood’s glowing dark ruby of a novel
brilliantly transforms the true crime story that
inspired Nabokov’s Lolita.”

— Caroline Leavitt, New York Times bestselling author of
Pictures of You

“Greenwood is unmatched in her innate ability
to weave lush, poetic language into a riveting
story that hooks the reader from page one.”

— Amy Hatvany, author of Best Kept Secret and It
Happens All the Time

“...Greenwood deftly unravels the devastating
layers of malice and carelessness that tore
Sally from her family, but also the love and
perseverance that eventually brought her home.”

— Bryn Greenwood, author of the New York Times
bestseller All the Ugly and Wonderful Things

“Greenwood’s story will spellbind readers as the
terror mounts.”— Publishers Weekly
“A riveting and thoughtful exploration of how
dark secrets of a terrible crime affect and hurt
so many—and how light and hope persist in the
face of such horrors.”

— Edan Lepucki, New York Times bestselling author of
California and Woman No. 17

“With Rust & Stardust, T. Greenwood delves
tragically and masterfully into a harrowing,
ripped-from-the-headlines story of lives
altered in the blink of an eye, once again
proving her eloquence and dexterity as an
author.”

—Mary Kubica, best-selling author of The Good Girl,
Pretty Baby, and Don’t You Cry

“[...] a chilling read that will change your
perspective on the classic novel [Lolita].”

— Bustle

“An absolute treasure for bookclubs and the
discussions it is sue to inspire.”

—Pamela Klinger-Horn, Excelsior Bay Books
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“Heartrending... Readers who relish novels
based on true events will be both riveted and
disturbed by this retelling of one of America’s
most famous abduction cases.”

—Library Journal (starred review)

“A lyrical and haunting meditation on family,
love, and survival, this novel—and Sally
Horner—stayed with me long after I turned
the last page.”

—Jillian Cantor, author of Margot,
The Hours Count, and The Lost Letter

“T. Greenwood’s sit-on-the-edge-of-your-seat
novel is a multi-layered story.”

—Nancy Simpson-Brice, Book Vault

“...an unflinching portrait of a vile criminal and
his helpless victim.” —Book Page
“Keeping Lucy is a wholly absorbing tale in which
the bonds of marriage, friendship, and family are
pushed to the ultimate limit.”

— Kristina McMorris, New York Times bestselling author
of Sold on a Monday and The Edge of Lost

“This story will have readers not only rooting for
Ginny and Lucy, but thinking about them long
after the last page is turned.”

— Lisa Wingate, New York Times bestselling author of
Before We Were Yours

“Readers without extensive knowledge of the
case, nor of Nabokov’s Lolita, will likely meet a
thoughtfully rendered...version of Sally.”

—Sarah Weinman, author of
The Real Lolita: The Kidnapping of Sally Horner
and the Novel That Scandalized the World

“Compassionate, clear-eyed, and often
wrenching, Keeping Lucy is the kind of story
that’s meant to be read with the heart...”

—Barbara Davis, bestselling author of When Never Comes

“A heartfelt tale of true friendship, a mother’s
unstoppable love, and the immeasurable
fortitute of women.” —Booklist
“..[a] beautiful, unwavering baseline of a
mother’s love...runs through this story.
Lovely!” —Powell’s

TELL ME EVERYTHING
by Amy Hatvany

TELL ME EVERYTHING A happily married couple. A dance with a stranger at a bar.
One night—one seemingly insignificant choice—can change everything.
Jessica and Jake Snyder love each other, and their life together. Successful in their chosen
careers, they reside in the picturesque, though at times stifling, Seattle suburb of Queens Ridge
as they parent teenagers Ella and Tucker.
As so often happens in marriage, their romantic life falls casualty to busy schedules and
repetitive routine, until one night, a stranger asks Jessica to dance. On a whim, Jake urges her to
say yes, saying that he wants to watch this other man touch her, something that surprises Jessica
by arousing her like never before. A door opens for them then, into a realm of exploration neither
of them knew existed.
They create rules to protect their marriage, and are thrilled when their relationship is
strengthened and enriched by deeper levels of communication and trust brought about by this
exciting, but taboo behavior. That is, until Jessica keeps a secret from Jake and embarks on a
tryst with an intriguing man from her past, who, when she tries to end things between them,
decides to seek revenge.
What happens after that will threaten to destroy their world—and them.
A juicy and insightful look into the shifting definition of modern marriage and the limits placed
upon female sexuality, Tell Me Everything will make you question everything you thought you
knew about what constitutes marital bliss, and keep you turning pages into the night.

“A sizzling, squirming, thought-provoking story of female growth.”
—Caroline Kepnes, bestselling author

“As intelligent as it is white hot sexy!”

—Stephanie Evanovich, bestselling author

“Boundaries will be pushed. Lines will be crossed. Things will get heated. And
one thing is for sure: you’ll never look at your neighbors the same way again.”
—Liz Fenton and Lisa Steinke, bestselling authors of The Good Widow

AMY HATVANY was born in Seattle, WA in 1972, the youngest of three children. She graduated from Western Washington
University in 1994 with a degree in Sociology only to discover most sociologists are unemployed. Soon followed a variety of
jobs—some of which she loved, like decorating wedding cakes; others which she merely tolerated, like receptionist. In 1998,
Amy finally decided to sell her car, quit her job, and take a chance on writing books.
Her background in sociology inspires and informs much of her work as she tackles timely and controversial issues
in her novels including mental illness, domestic abuse, and alcoholism. She has been published seven times by
Washington Square Press/Atria Books, and has been both a Target Book Club and Costco Pennie’s Pick.
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AMY HATVANY
Atria Books

Allen & Unwin, Australia • Verus, Brazil • Belfond, France • Blanvalet, Germany
Swiat Ksiazki, Poland • 20 | 20 Editora, Portugal • Eksmo, Russia

IT HAPPENS ALL THE TIME Amber Bryant and Tyler Hicks have been best friends since they were
teenagers—trusting and depending on each other through some of the darkest periods of their
young lives. And while Amber has always felt that their relationship is strictly platonic, Tyler has
long harbored the secret desire that they might one day become more than friends.
Returning home for the summer after her college graduation, Amber begins spending more time
with Tyler than she has in years. Despite the fact that Amber is engaged to her college sweetheart, a flirtation begins to grow between them. One night, fueled by alcohol and concerns about
whether she’s getting married too young, Amber kisses Tyler.
What happens next will change them forever.
In alternating points of view, It Happens All the Time examines the complexity of sexual dynamics
between men and women and offers an incisive exploration of gender roles, expectations, and the
ever-timely issue of consent.

AN INSTYLE MUST READ
A CULTURALIST “TOP 10 CAPTIVATING READS FOR
NATIONAL SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS MONTH”
“Bravely sheds light on sexual assault and consent.”

—US Weekly

SOMEWHERE OUT THERE What happens when two sisters who were torn apart after their
young mother abandoned them—and grew up in tragically different circumstances—reunite
thirty-five years later to find her? For readers who love Jodi Picoult, acclaimed author Amy
Hatvany fearlessly explores complex family issues in her gripping, provocative new novel.
Natalie Clark knew never to ask her sensitive adoptive mother questions about her past. She doesn’t
even know her birth mother’s name—only that the young woman signed parental rights over to the
state when Natalie was a baby. Now Natalie’s own daughter must complete a family tree project for
school, and Natalie is determined to unearth the truth about her roots. Brooke Walker doesn’t have
a family. At least, that’s what she tells herself after being separated from her mother and her little
sister at age four. Having grown up in a state facility and countless foster homes, Brooke survives the
only way she knows how, by relying on herself. So when she discovers she’s pregnant, Brooke faces
a heart-wrenching decision: give up her baby or raise the child completely on her own. Scared and
confused, she feels lost until a surprise encounter gives her hope for the future.
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SAFE WITH ME The screech of tires brought Hannah Scott’s world as she knew it to a devastating
end. Even a year after she signed the papers to donate her daughter’s organs, Hannah is still reeling
with grief when she unexpectedly stumbles into the life of the Bell family, whose child, Maddie,
survived only because hers had died. Mesmerized by this fragile connection to her own daughter,
and afraid to reveal who she actually is, Hannah develops a surprising friendship with Maddie’s
mother, Olivia. The Bells, however, have problems of their own. Maddie regularly escapes into the
one place where she can be anyone she wants: the Internet. But when she is finally healthy enough
to return to school, the real world proves to be just as complicated as the isolated bubble she had
been so eager to escape. A masterful narrative, shaped by nuanced characters whose fragile bonds
are on a collision course with the truth, Safe with Me is a triumph.

“A stirring portrait of two moms, linked by tragedy,
who rescue each other in more ways than one.”

—Good Housekeeping

HEART LIKE MINE Thirty-six-year-old Grace McAllister never longed for children. But when she
meets Victor Hansen, Grace decides that, for the right man, she could learn to be an excellent
part-time stepmom. After all, the kids live with their mother, Kelli. How hard could it be? But only
days after Victor and Grace get engaged, Kelli dies suddenly under mysterious circumstances—
and soon, Grace and her stepdaughter, Ava, discover that there was much more to Kelli’s life than
either ever knew. Narrated by Grace and Ava in the present, with flashbacks into Kelli’s troubled
past, Heart Like Mine is a poignant, hopeful portrait of womanhood, love, and the challenges and
joys of family life.

“A palpable love story, emotional search for and
acceptance of a lost parent, and a bittersweet ending
make for an enveloping, heartfelt read.”
—Publishers Weekly

THE LANGUAGE OF SISTERS Ten years ago, Nicole Hunter left her troubled home behind her,
unable to cope with the demands of a life with her disabled sister, Jenny. Though her search for
happiness—both in career and in love—has fallen short, Nicole pretends that all is well. Then a
shattering event turns her world upside down, and suddenly, she is back in her hometown, caring
for her pregnant sister and trying to heal her embattled relationship with her mother. When she
is faced with the most difficult choice of her life, Nicole rediscovers the beauty of sisterhood—and
receives a special gift that will change her life forever.

“Amy Hatvany’s writing is warm, witty, and
heartbreaking.
—Stefanie Wilder-Taylor, author of Sippy Cups Are Not for Chardonnay
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OUTSIDE THE LINES When Eden was ten-years-old, she found her father, David, bleeding on the
bathroom floor. The suicide attempt led to her parents’ divorce, and David vanished from Eden’s
life. Twenty years later, Eden decides it’s time to find her father; to forgive him at last. Her search
takes her to a downtown Seattle homeless shelter, and to Jack Baker. As their investigation
brings them closer to David, Eden must come to terms with her true emotions, the secrets her
mother has kept from her, and the painful question of whether her father, after all these years,
even wants to be found. The result is an emotionally rich and honest novel about making peace
with the past—and embracing the future.

A COSTCO “PENNIE’S PICK”
BEST KEPT SECRET Cadence knows that she is drinking too much, and every day begins with
renewed promises to herself that she will stop. But within a few hours, driven by something she
doesn’t understand, she is reaching for the bottle. And when, on one calamitous night, she leaves
her toddler alone to pick up more wine at the grocery store, her best kept secret is discovered.
Heartbreaking, haunting, and ultimately life-affirming, Best Kept Secret is more than just the
story of Cadence—it’s a story of how the secrets we hold closest are the ones that can most tear
us apart.

“A captivatingly honest book that you won’t soon forget.”

—Lisa Tucker, bestselling author of Once Upon a Day

Praise for

AMY HATVANY
“Bravely told and intoxicatingly honest, It Happens All the Time is a compulsory read for men
and women—it bravely and urgently explores the meaning of consent everyone desperately
needs to understand.”

—Redbook

“By turns gripping and revelatory, Heart Like Mine is a sympathetic exploration of blended
family dynamics. In her affecting new novel, Amy Hatvany pulls no punches; her characters
grapple with life’s big moments—marriage, parenthood, death—but she renders each of them
with compassion and understanding. Heart Like Mine tells an honest, hopeful story that
resonates in all the best ways.”
—Jillian Medoff, bestselling author of I Couldn’t Love You More

“This compelling, emotional novel reads like the complex truth behind the headlines.
It Happens All the Time is a full throttle story with heart.”

—Deb Caletti, National Book Award finalist
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Praise for

AMY HATVANY
“It Happens All the Time delves into the
issues of friendship, power dynamics, and
consent. With nuance and compassion for her
characters, Hatvany reveals the fallout of the
ultimate betrayal of trust.”

—Kirkus Reviews

“Amy Hatvany is a strong new voice in
contemporary women’s fiction. Safe with Me is
a compelling, thought-provoking novel about
three women learning from each other as they
navigate through a terrain filled with both
tragedy and opportunity.”

—Kristin Hannah, #1 New York Times bestselling author

“It’s no secret that Amy Hatvany is a master
of creating compelling, beautiful, flawed
characters. This time around, Hatvany has
reached new levels of aching honesty and
brilliant empathy. A daring, compas-sionate,
and deeply human story, Somewhere Out
There is Hatvany at her very best. The women
of this book will open your mind, break your
heart, and stay with you long after you’ve
turned the last page.”

—Taylor Jenkins Reid, author of Maybe in Another Life

“Gripping and emotionally honest.”

—Stephanie Evanovich, New York Times bestselling author
of Somewhere Out There

“Like a gorgeous dark jewel, Hatvany’s
exquisitely rendered novel explores the tragedy
of a mind gone awry, a tangled bond of father
and daughter, and the way hope and love
sustain us. This novel does what the best fiction
does: it makes us see and experience the world
differently.”

—Caroline Leavitt, New York Times bestselling author of
Pictures of You and Outside the Lines

Victoria Sanders and Associates LLC

“Amy Hatvany writes with depth
and compassion.”

—Luanne Rice, New York Times bestselling author
of The Silver Boat

“Readers of Amy Hatvany know that in her
books, they will encounter stories that are a cut
above most popular fiction...”

—The Seattle Times

“Beautiful and deeply moving, Amy Hatvany
writes about the tangled web of family in a way
that makes you laugh, cry, cheer, and ache.
This book has so much heart.”

—Sarah Jio, New York Times bestselling author of
Blackberry Winter

“Equally heartbreaking and heart pounding,
Amy Hatvany’s Safe with Me puts her in the
very fine company of Jodi Picoult as an author
who takes tender, real-life moments and
compels the reader to care until the very last
page. A book that will stick with you for days.”

—Allison Winn Scotch, New York Times bestselling author

“I’m telling everyone about Best Kept Secret.
It’s the realistic and ultimately hopeful story of
Cadence, whose glass of wine at the end of the
day becomes two…then…three…then a bottle.
I love that Cadence feels so familiar, she could
be my neighbor, my friend, or even my sister.”

—Jennifer Weiner, #1 New York Times bestselling author

Praise for

AMY HATVANY
“In Amy Hatvany’s capable hands, richly drawn
characters explore everything that is complex,
difficult, powerful, and poignant about being a
mother, a daughter, a friend. Safe With Me is an
extraordinary look behind the curtain into the
very private pains of women, and the hope that
endures when you survive the unthinkable. It will
remind you that the human spirit can triumph
over all, and you will wish you could reach
directly into these pages and hug the heroines.”

—Stacey Ballis, author of Off the Menu

“A deftly crafted story…Hatvany compels
readers to examine a diverse number of
issues—death, organ donation, single
parenthood, abuse, self-respect—and handles
each topic with sensitivity and compassion.”

—Kirkus Reviews

“Hatvany does a marvelous job of not letting
the plot get too maudlin or ‘ripped from the
headlines,’ and her characters have warmth and
depth. Readers will find themselves cheering for
these women. A good pick for women’s-fiction
fans, particularly those who enjoy the realistic
stories of Emily Giffin and Kristina Riggle.”

—Booklist

“Beautifully developed characterizations.”

—The Seattle Times

“A moving novel about love, friendship,
and sexual consent…Hatvany portrays the
complexity of relationships and the issue of
consent.”

—Real Simple

“Amy Hatvany grabs you from page one and
doesn’t let you go. I was transfixed by Cadence
and her heart-wrenching dilemma. The writing is
visceral, the problems are real, and there are no
clear solutions. You won’t want to put it down.”

—Emily Giffin, New York Times bestselling author

“An uplifting and heartwarming experience.”

—Kirkus Reviews

“[an] unflinchingly honest portrayal of the very
timely topic of sexual consent…Amy Hatvany
uses her novel to bring the raw wounds of
sexual assault to light. It Happens All the Time
will consume you, drawing you into the very real
plight of the main characters and leaving you
hoping for a better future for us all.”

—BuzzFeed

“A stirring portrait of two moms, linked by
tragedy, who rescue each other in more ways
than one.”

—Good Housekeeping

AMY HATVANY was born in Seattle, WA in 1972, the youngest of three children. She graduated from Western Washington
University in 1994 with a degree in Sociology only to discover most sociologists are unemployed. Soon followed a variety of
jobs—some of which she loved, like decorating wedding cakes; others which she merely tolerated, like receptionist. In 1998,
Amy finally decided to sell her car, quit her job, and take a chance on writing books.
The literary gods took kindly to her aspirations and The Kind of Love that Saves You was published in 2000 by Bantam
Doubleday. The Language of Sisters was picked up by NAL in 2002. (Both were published under her previous last
name, Yurk.)
Amy’s books are now published by Atria.
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BEEN THERE, MARRIED THAT
by Gigi Levangie

St. Martin’s Press
When he changes the locks, she changes the rules.
Agnes Murphy Nash is the perfect Hollywood wife—she has the right friends, the right clothes,
and even a side career of her own as a writer. Her husband Trevor is a bigshot producer, and
from the outside it looks like they’re living a picture-perfect celebrity life, complete with tennis
tournaments and lavish parties.
But the job description of a Hollywood wife doesn’t cover divorce, which is the way Agnes’ life
is headed after she comes home one day to find her credit cards cancelled and the security
passwords to get into her enormous LA home changed. Oh, and there’s a guy there whose job it is
to tase her if she tries to enter…which she does. Needless to say, Agnes’ husband is dead set on
making sure she loses big time, but Agnes isn’t the type to just lie down and take it. In a world of
fremenies and hot nannies, personal psychics and “skinny” jello shots, Agnes may be losing her
husband, but could that mean getting her own life back?
Been There, Married That is a drop-dead hilarious battle of wills that will make you laugh out loud,
cringe, and keep turning the pages to see what crazy disaster will happen to Agnes next…and how
she’ll rise from the ashes.

ONE OF POPSUGAR’S “22 OF THE BEST BOOKS WINTER
HAS TO OFFER”

“Levangie’s entertaining satire is sure to spice up any occasion.”
—Publishers Weekly
“Fans of Lolly Winston, Mary Kay Andrews, and Jennifer Weiner will
especially enjoy Levangie.”
—Booklist
“A Hollywood divorce with all the trimmings: luxury real estate, lawyers,
TMZ, plastic surgery, an Oscar, and a night in jail...the author, a former
Hollywood wife herself, knows whereof she speaks.”
—Kirkus
GIGI LEVANGIE is the author of several novels, including The Starter Wife, which was adapted for
an Emmy award-winning miniseries starring Debra Messing and Maneater, which was adapted
for a Lifetime miniseries starring Sarah Chalke. Levangie also wrote the screenplay for the movie
Stepmom, starring Julia Roberts and Susan Sarandon. Her articles have appeared in Vogue, Harper’s
Bazaar, and Glamour.
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R.L. MAIZES
Celadon Books
In WE LOVE ANDERSON COOPER, characters are treated as outsiders because of their
sexual orientation, racial or religious identity, or simply because they look different. A
young man courts the publicity that comes from outing himself at his bar mitzvah. When
a painter is shunned because of his appearance, he learns to ink tattoos that come to
life. A paranoid Jewish actuary suspects his cat of cheating on him with his Protestant
girlfriend.
In this debut collection, humor complements pathos. Readers will recognize themselves
in these stories and in these protagonists, whose backgrounds are vastly different from
their own we’ve all been outsiders at some point.

“Told with humor and wisdom, these charming stories burst with possibility: At
any moment, a character might risk all, or the world might tilt on its axis. Here
is a wildly entertaining new voice, one to revel in.”
—Rebecca Makkai, author of The Great Believers
“Maizes’ gently witty and vaguely weird collection is well worth reading.”
—Kirkus Reviews (starred review)
“Maizes’ admirable achievement in these charmingly offbeat stories is to balance
fascination with sympathy and gravitas with humor. The good news: Her debut
novel is due next year. But have fun with these first.” —NPR
OTHER PEOPLE’S PETS La La Fine relates to animals better than she does to other
people. Abandoned by a mother who never wanted a family, raised by a locksmithturned-thief father, La La looks to pets when it feels like the rest of the world conspires
against her. La La’s world stops being whole when her mother, who never wanted a
child, abandons her twice. First, when La La falls through thin ice on a skating trip, and
again when the accusations of “unfit mother” feel too close to true. Left alone with her
father—a locksmith by trade, and a thief in reality—La La is denied a regular life. She
becomes her father’s accomplice, calming the watch dog while he strips families of their
most precious belongings.

R.L. MAIZES was born and raised in Queens, New York, and now lives in Boulder, Colorado.
Maizes’s short stories have aired on National Public Radio and have appeared in the literary
magazines Electric Literature, Witness, Bellevue Literary Review, Slice, and Blackbird, among
others. Her essays have been published in The New York Times, The Washington Post, Lilith, and
elsewhere.
Maizes is an alumna of the Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference, the Sewanee Writers’ Conference,
and the Tin House Summer Writer’s Workshop. Her work has received Honorable Mention in
Glimmer Train’s Fiction Open contest, has been a finalist in numerous other national contests,
and has been nominated for a Pushcart Prize.
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Praise for

R.L. MAIZES

“Maizes turns her deeply compassionate eye on
what it means to be human and reminds us all that
our imperfections reflect our humanity, ‘and what
could be more beautiful than that?’”

“This debut collection sings with sincerity as R.L.
Maizes takes an honest, steadfast, and beautiful
look at what it means to live now. Everyone should
read this book.”

“The book succeeds at offering a fresh, nuanced
perspective of seriously important subjects (today
more than ever)—with sass, compassion, and
wisdom [...] I loved it.”

“These stories are funny, yes. But they are also
so big hearted and honest that I wanted to thrust
them into everyone’s hands and make them read
this book so we would all be grinning together as we
recognized that these oddball characters are really
exactly like us.”

—Karen Shepard, author of
Kiss Me Someone: Stories

—Laura Pritchett, winner of the PEN USA Award

“Funny, complicated, and always striving, it’s a
true pleasure to spend time in Maizes’s bright and
inventive world.”
—Natalie Serber, author of Shout Her Lovely Name,
a New York Times Notable Book,
and Community Chest

“R.L. Maizes is a writer I’ve been paying attention
to for quite a while now. Anyone who reads her
collection We Love Anderson Cooper is sure to
understand why. These are stylishly written stories
by a writer with a bold imagination, and nearly every
page delivers surprises. Highly recommended.”
—Steve Yarbrough, author of Realm of Last Chances,
winner of the Mississippi Institute of
Arts & Letters Award in Fiction

—Erika Krouse, author of Contenders and
Come Up and See Me Sometime

—Ann Hood, author of The Knitting Circle and
The Book That Matters Most

“In these and other stories, Maizes’s precise prose
crackles with humor, insight, and a big heart for her
cast of memorable characters. We Love Anderson
Cooper marks the arrival of a vibrant new voice in
American fiction.”
—Will Allison, Contributing Editor for One Story
magazine, and New York Times bestselling author of
Long Drive Home

“A unique angle of vision—devastating and funny.
In her stories, R.L. Maizes probes the fusion
of alienation and yearning, the persistence of
attachment to animals and to people.”
—Ursula Hegi, author of The Burgdorf Cycle

“These stories are heartbreakers. Maizes’s
characters lose what they love most, and long for
what they can’t have, and grasp, in moments of
exhilarating insight, their own limits. Such brutal,
beautiful directness is a high-wire act; Maizes
never puts a foot wrong.”

“I found myself dazzled, moved, and lost in
admiration for these unforgettable stories, each
one a gem. Where do I sign up for the R.L. Maizes
school of brilliantly depicting off-kilter love and
loss with unfailing wit and empathy?”

“R.L. Maizes has such a gift for taking us where
we’ve never been, yet reminding us of what we know
about love, grief, a place of belonging.”

“Maizes’s direct manner of storytelling and her
imperfect yet unmistakably human characters are
sure to win over readers.”

—Clare Beams, author of We Show What We Have
Learned

—Jill McCorkle, author of five New York Times
notable books

—Elinor Lipman, author of Good Riddance and
On Turpentine Lane

—Publishers Weekly

“With wit and insight, this story collection marks the
debut of a major literary talent.”

—Shelf Awareness
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MY MOTHER’S HOUSE
by Francesca Momplaisir

Knopf
A literary thriller about the complex underbelly of the immigrant American dream and
the dangerous ripple effect one person’s damages can have on the lives of others—told
unexpectedly by a house that has held unspeakable horrors.
When Lucien flees Haiti with his wife, Marie-Ange, and their three children to New York City’s South
Ozone Park, he does so hoping for reinvention, wealth, and comfort. He buys a rundown house in
a community that is quickly changing from an Italian enclave of mobsters to a haven for Haitian
immigrants, and begins life anew. Lucien and Marie-Ange call their home La Kay—”my mother’s
house”—and it becomes a place where their fellow immigrants can find peace, a good meal, and
legal help. But as a severely emotionally damaged man emigrating from a country whose evils he
knows to one whose evils he doesn’t, Lucien soon falls into his worst habits and impulses, with La
Kay as the backdrop for his lasciviousness. What he can’t even begin to fathom is that the house
is watching, passing judgment, and deciding to put an end to all the sins it has been made to hold.
But only after it has set itself aflame will frightened whispers reveal Lucien’s ultimate evil.
At once an uncompromising look at the immigrant experience and an electrifying page-turner,
My Mother’s House is a singular, unforgettable achievement.

ONE OF THE MOST ANTICIPATED NOVELS FROM PASTE MAGAZINE
A MOST ANTICIPATED NOVEL FROM THE MILLIONS
“A shockingly original exploration of class, race, and systemic violence... Like
[Toni] Morrison, Momplaisir uses the tropes of fantasy to try to assert truths
that ordinary language and realistic imagery cannot communicate.”
—Kirkus
“Momplaisir is a bold and powerful new voice, and My Mother’s House is poised
to blow the roof off.”
—Carolina De Robertis, author of Cantoras
“Francesca Momplaisir’s storytelling is lush, dynamic, and captivating, with
a sharp eye for details and an honest, uncompromising depiction of human
visciousness...an absolutely gripping read!”
—Sahar Delijani, author of Children of the Jacaranda Tree
FRANCESCA MOMPLAISIR is a Haitian-born multilingual literature scholar and writer of fiction
and poetry in both English and her native Haitian Kreyol. She holds undergraduate and graduate
degrees in English and Comparative Literature from Columbia University, the University of Oxford,
and New York University. She earned a Doctorate in African and African diaspora literature as an
NYU MacCracken fellow under her supervisor and mentor, Ngugi wa Thiong’o. She is a recipient
of a Fulbright fellowship to travel to Ghana to research the cultural retention and memory of the
transatlantic slave trade. She lives in the New York City metro area.
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AFTER THE FLOOD
by Kassandra Montag

WORLDWIDE RIGHTS SOLD AT AUCTION TO WILLIAM MORROW FOR 7 FIGURES.

HarperCollins

FILM & TV RIGHTS SOLD IN MAJOR AUCTION.
An inventive and riveting epic saga, After the Flood signals the arrival of an extraordinary
new talent.
A little more than a century from now, our world has been utterly transformed. After years of
slowly overtaking the continent, rising floodwaters have obliterated America’s great coastal cities,
and then its heartland; leaving nothing but an archipelago of mountaintop colonies surrounded by
a deep expanse of open water.
Stubbornly independent Myra and her precocious seven-year-old daughter, Pearl, fish from their
small boat, the Bird, visiting dry land only to trade for supplies and information in the few remaining
outposts of civilization. For seven years Myra has grieved the loss of her oldest daughter, Row,
who was stolen by her father after a monstrous deluge overtook their home in Nebraska. Then,
in a violent confrontation with a stranger, Myra suddenly discovers that Row was last seen in a
far-off encampment near the Artic Circle. Throwing aside her usual caution, she and Pearl embark
on a perilous voyage into the icy northern seas, hoping against hope that Row will still be there.
On their journey, Myra and Pearl join forces with a larger ship and Myra finds herself bonding
with her fellow seekers who hope to build a safe haven together in this dangerous new world. But
secrets, lust, and betrayals threaten their dream, and after their fortunes take a shocking—and
bloody—turn, Myra can no longer ignore the question of whether saving Row is worth endangering
Pearl and her fellow travelers.
A compulsively readable novel of dark despair and soaring hope, After the Flood is a magnificent,
action-packed, and sometimes frightening odyssey laced with wonder—an affecting and wholly
original saga both redemptive and astonishing.

“The searing, often brutal story of a mother’s terrifying quest to find her missing
daughter in a post-apocalyptic world. Haunting and shocking.”
—Liv Constantine, bestselling author of The Last Mrs. Parrish
“Montag’s thrilling debut takes place in a future climate-change-altered world
overrun by water...Anchored by a complicated, compelling heroine, this gripping,
speculative, high-seas adventure is impossible to put down.”
—Booklist (starred review)
“Beautiful, violent, and horrifying...a poignant tale...”
—Shelf Awareness (starred review)
KASSANDRA MONTAG grew up in rural Nebraska and now lives in Omaha with her husband and
two sons. She holds a master’s degree in English Literature and her award-winning poetry and short
fiction has appeared in journals and anthologies, including Midwestern Gothic, Nebraska Poetry,
Prairie Schooner, and Mystery Weekly Magazine. After the Flood is her first novel.
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AFTER THE FLOOD
“A promising debut…an intriguing and
innovative woman-centered swashbuckling
quest narrative, centers on the social
impact of climate change a little over a
century from now.”

—Publishers Weekly

“Spellbinding and aching at every turn,
After the Flood is an evocative tale of
despair and fierce hope existing within
a shattered future. Kassandra Montag
weaves together a watery, post-apocalyptic
world that will leave readers breathless.”

—Lydia Kang, author of A Beautiful Poison

“An undeniable, brilliantly written tale of
trauma and grief. In a world under water,
Myra not only learns how to survive—and
all the nitty-gritties that entails while
sailing over what used to be North America
amid raiders, scoundrels, predators, and
worse—but she must also learn to trust
herself and the others on her journey. We
do the same along with her. Myra is one of
the most memorable heroines we’ve met in
years, and After the Flood a story about the
pursuit of redemption you will want to come
back to again and again.”

—Theodore Wheeler, author of
Kings of Broken Things

“In Montag’s thrilling debut, a woman
reluctantly joins forces with the crew of a
ship large enough to ferry her toward the
one thing she wants. As in the very best
adventure novels, Myra and the crew of
the Sedna are beset by troubles, both those
they stumble across and more pressingly,
those of their own making. If the center of
this novel is one mother’s quest to recover
the daughter stolen from her, the heart of it
is the truth that, as unrecognizable as the
world may become, what is most human in
us—our loves, our fears, our strengths, and
our failings—can be neither drowned nor
outrun.”

—Liz Kay, author of Monsters: A Love Story

“A soaring, brilliantly imagined novel about
love and desperation, set in an astonishing
new world that still feels utterly gripping
and contemporary. Kassandra Montag is a
visionary new talent!”

—Karin Slaughter, internationally bestselling
author of The Last Widow

“Debut novelist Montag manages to marry
page-turning drama and emotional depth,
vividly imagining a world where society
rebuilds itself from scratch and history
repeats.”

—Kirkus
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THE WIND IS NOT A RIVER
by Brian Payton

ECCO/HarperCollins

Patrick Crean/HarperCollins, Canada • Mantle/Macmillan, UK
Globo, Brazil • Piemme, Italy • Ediciones Urano, Spain • Schibsted, Norway

Following the death of his younger brother in Europe, journalist John Easley is determined to find
meaning in his loss. Leaving behind his beloved wife, Helen, he heads north to investigate the
Japanese invasion of Alaska’s Aleutian Islands, a story censored by the U.S. government.
While John is accompanying a crew on a bombing run, his plane is shot down over the island of
Attu. He survives only to find himself exposed to a harsh and unforgiving wilderness, known as
“the birthplace of winds.” There, John must battle the elements, starvation, and his own remorse
while evading discovery by the Japanese.
Alone at home, Helen struggles with the burden of her husband’s disappearance. Caught in
extraordinary circumstances, in this new world of the missing, she is forced to reimagine who she
is—and what she is capable of doing. Somehow, she must find John and bring him home, a quest
that takes her into the farthest reaches of the war, beyond the safety of everything she knows.

BOOKPAGE BEST OF 2014 • COSTCO “PENNIE’S PICK” • INDIE NEXT SELECTION
AMAZON BEST BOOK, JANUARY 2014 • INDIE NEXT READING GROUP SELECTION

“Beautifully written, lyrical and elegiac, The Wind is a
novel you must read…because John Easley’s struggle to
survive and Helen’s struggle to find him form the most
triumphant and heartbreaking love story I’ve read in
years.”
—David Vann, author of Legend of a Suicide and Caribou Island

BRIAN PAYTON is the author of The Wind Is Not a River, which was chosen as an American Booksellers Association
IndieNext “Great Reads” Pick, an American Library Association “Library Reads” Pick, an Amazon Book of the Month,
BookPage’s Top Fiction Pick for January 2014, and a “Best Book of the Year” by both the Seattle Times and BookPage.
Payton is also the author of the novel Hail Mary Corner and two acclaimed works of nonfiction: Shadow of the Bear, which
was a Barnes & Noble Book Club Pick and a National Outdoor Book Awards Book of the Year; and The Ice Passage, which
was a finalist for the Hubert Evans Nonfiction Prize. Payton lives with his family in Vancouver.
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THE WIND IS NOT A RIVER
AMAZON.CA BEST FICTION OF THE YEAR
LIBRARY READS SELECTION
“Brian Payton’s remarkable novel is a tightly
wound double helix: the gripping tale of a man
struggling to save his own life entwined with
the heartrending tale of a woman struggling to
save her marriage. As both love story and war
story, it is a revelation.”

—Julia Glass, National Book Award-winning author of
Three Junes and The Widower’s Tale

“Not since Cold Mountain have I read such
a brilliantly sustained metaphor for our
collective guilt and grief, nor such a stirring
testament to the redemptive power of love. We
need this novel now.”

—Wayne Grady, author of Emancipation Day

“Payton knows how the brutality and horror of
war scar the human spirit and the power and
tenderness of love sustain it. In this lyrical and
deeply moving novel, he connects the two with
imagination and brio. The Wind Is Not a River
is a heart-stopping, heartrending read.”

—Ellen Feldman, Orange Prize shortlisted author of
Scottsboro and The Boy Who Loved Anne Frank

“What a great-hearted, beautifully written,
and utterly riveting novel. It has a power that
brings to mind the old Greek stories of war,
love, and journey.”

—Ron Rash, bestselling author of
Serena and Nothing Gold Can Stay

“In this gripping, meditative second novel, Brian
Payton explores this nearly forgotten chapter
of American history.”
—New York Times Book Review
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“This moving and powerfully written novel
explores themes of war, life and death,
morality, and love in a unique World War II
battleground that very few people outside of
Alaska know or remember. VERDICT: Payton,
known for his nonfiction works Shadow of
the Bear and The Ice Passage, has written a
suspenseful, beautifully researched title that
readers will want to devour in one sitting. As a
nearly lifelong inhabitant of Alaska and having
spent three years on Adak in the Aleutians,
this reviewer was particularly gratified by the
accuracy of the author’s portrayal of the land
and people of the ‘birthplace of winds.’ Bravo!”

—Library Journal (starred review)

“Part adventure tale, part love story, this
beautifully written novel offers a moving
portrait of a couple whose lives are forever
changed by the only battle of WWII to take
place on American soil…Payton, in the loveliest
of prose, illuminates a little-known aspect of
WWII while portraying a devoted couple who
bravely face down the isolation, pain, and
sacrifice of wartime.”

—Booklist

“Top-notch…Payton has delivered a richly
detailed, vividly resonant chronicle of war’s
effect on ordinary people’s lives.”

—Publishers Weekly

“A haunting love story wrapped in an engaging
and unsettling history lesson…Along the way,
readers will learn not just about a fascinating
and largely forgotten slice of American history,
but what it felt like to live through it.”

—Bob Minzesheimer, USA Today

GEORGE AND LIZZIE
Simon & Schuster

by Nancy Pearl

GEORGE AND LIZZIE have radically different understandings of what love and marriag should be.
George grew up in a warm and loving family in Tulsa, Oklahoma; his father an orthodontist, his
mother a stay-at-home mom. While Lizzie grew up as the only child of two famous psychologists
who related to Lizzie more as an in-house experiment, than a child to love. A gem of a novel, George
and Lizzie extends from their first meeting to more than a decade into their unlikely marriage. With
the measured pacing of Richard Yates, and the quiet but moving storytelling of Colm Toibin, Nancy
Pearl is both an exciting and welcome entry into American publishing.
A September LibraryReads Pick

“As sparkling as Prosecco, as jubilantly quirky and inventive a love
story as you could ever want, and a jigsaw puzzle you never want to
finish—as in what makes Lizzie and George who they are? And how
will they fit together? What can I say? If I could marry a novel, this
wise, witty and rapturously inventive book would be it.”
—Caroline Leavitt, author of Cruel Beautiful World and the
New York Times bestsellers Pictures of You and Is this Tomorrow

“Nancy Pearl became famous as the go-to person for book lovers asking:
What should I read next? With her first novel, Pearl makes the answer to
that question easy. Read George and Lizzie. This smart, sexy novel has
a smashing premise, an engaging cast of characters, and a voice that
propels you from first page to last with its wit, insight into secrets, families,
and football, and its unrelenting energy.”
—Stephen McCauley, author of The Object of My Affection and My Ex-Life

NANCY PEARL is known as “America’s Librarian.” She speaks about the pleasures of reading to
libraries, literacy organizations, and community groups throughout the world and comments on
books regularly on NPR’s Morning Edition. She co-hosts the podcast That Stack of Books, and
appears weekly on KUOW FM in Seattle. On her monthly television show, Book Lust with Nancy
Pearl, she has interviewed authors as diverse as E. L. Doctorow, Elizabeth Strout, Ann Patchett,
and Terry Pratchett.
She’s the author of the Book Lust series of nonfiction books on reading. Her most recent projects
—Book Lust Rediscoveries, and Book Crush Rediscoveries—involve re-launching favorite out of print
novels for adults, kids, and teens. Born and raised in Detroit, she received her library degree (MLS)
from the University of Michigan and an MA in history from Oklahoma State University. Among her
many honors and awards are the 2011 Librarian of the Year Award from Library Journal, and the 2011
Lifetime Achievement Award from the Pacific Northwest Booksellers Association.
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GEORGE AND LIZZIE
“Everybody who loves books loves librarian
Nancy Pearl, and now she has written a debut
novel that I adored. George & Lizzie is a fresh,
sweet, funny, and completely charming love
story between two people, two families, and
two unlikely paths in life, which somehow find
their way to each other, entwined and braided
as challah. To read this novel is to see family,
love, and life in a new light. Brava, Nancy,
George, and Lizzie!”

—Lisa Scottoline, New York Times bestselling author

“Overflows with humor and heart, with
quirks and eccentricities, with unforgettable
characters… The end result is an irresistible
debut by a born storyteller”

—Jim Lynch, author of Before the Wind

“An homage to true love, painful childhood
experiences and emotional scars that last a
lifetime. It’s a story of forgiveness, especially
for one’s self. Astonishingly, it even turns
into a testimony to the efficacy of Buddhist
meditation as a path toward tranquility —
what George describes as greeting ‘the next
moment of your life with no trace of the last.’”

—Washington Post

“Pearl skillfully explores love in its many facets
— true, unrequited, long-standing, parental,
platonic and love for oneself. In the end, George
& Lizzie is a tribute to love, warts and all.”

—USA Today

“An Anne Tyler–esque debut novel…with
eccentric characters, relationship drama,
and a vivid sense of place.”

—Library Journal
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“Prominent librarian and dynamic book
advocate Pearl has channeled her love for
smart, witty, and compassionate fiction into
her first novel, an astute, nimble, funny,
and affecting love story...Through knotty
predicaments both sorrowful and hilarious,
Pearl dramatizes a complicated and deeply
illuminating union of opposites and conducts
profound inquiries into the self, family,
empathy, and love. The result is a charming,
edgy, and many faceted novel of penetrating
humor and resonant insight.”

—Booklist (starred review)

“Nancy Pearl has long been a bright light in the
literary world - what a delight to bask in the
glow of her debut novel. George & Lizzie is a
richly absorbing portrait of a perfectly imperfect
marriage; a wryly observed story of family, love,
and absurdity; and a deft consideration of the
moments that shadow and shape our lives, and
just might take on lives of their own.”

—Amy Poeppel, author of Small Admissions

“George & Lizzie is an unusual story about
a marriage, except that really it’s a story
about growing up, except that really it’s a
story about a cast of uncommon, bewitching
characters I could have happily read about
for a month. It’s smart, funny, warmly
sketched, cleverly put together, engagingly
told, and sums to something wonderful
and unexpected. I will be recommending it
unrelentingly to everyone I know.”

—Laurie Frankel, author of This is How It Always Is

NONFICTION

Back to summary
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WHEN THEY CALL YOU A TERRORIST
by Patrisse Khan-Cullors and asha bandele
Canongate, UK • Kiepenhauer, Germany

St. Martin’s Press

With a foreword by Angela Davis
The emotional and powerful story of one of the co-founders of Black Lives Matter
and how the movement was born.
From one of the co-founders of the Black Lives Matter movement comes a poetic
memoir and reflection on humanity. Necessary and timely, Patrisse Cullors’
story asks us to remember that protest in the interest of the most vulnerable
comes from love. Leaders of the Black Lives Matter movement have been called
terrorists, a threat to America. But in truth, they are loving women whose life
experiences have led them to seek justice for those victimized by the powerful.
In this meaningful, empowering account of survival, strength, and resilience,
Patrisse Cullors and asha bandele seek to change the culture that declares
innocent black life expendable.

A New York Times Bestseller
NEW YORK TIMES EDITOR’S PICK
O, OPRAH’S MAGAZINE’S “10 TITLES TO PICK UP NOW”
VOGUE’S “THE MOST ANTICIPATED BOOKS OF JANUARY 2018”
LIBRARY JOURNAL BEST BOOKS OF 2019
TIME MAGAZINE’S “BEST MEMOIRS OF 2018 SO FAR”
POLITICS & CURRENT EVENTS 2018 O.W.L. BOOK AWARDS WINNER
THE ROOT BEST OF 2018
ELLE’S “19 OF THE BEST BOOKS TO READ THIS WINTER”
ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY’S “13 BOOKS TO READ IN JANUARY”
RECOMMENDED NONFICTION FOR 2019 IN THE MARGINS BOOK AWARD

“This remarkable book reveals what inspired Patrisse’s visionary and
courageous activism and forces us to face the consequence of the
choices our nation made when we criminalized a generation. This book
is a must-read for all of us.”
—Michelle Alexander, author of The New Jim Crow

“It was when I read [this] book—when Trump was elected—that I
realized that white supremacy is closer to the surface than I had
ever realized, and I thought, ‘Man, I better understand this more.’”

—Jane Fonda
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WHEN THEY CALL YOU A TERRORIST
“With great candor about her complex personal
life, Khan-Cullors has created a memoir as
compelling as a page-turning novel.”

—Booklist (starred review)

“This is an eye-opening and eloquent comingof-age story from one of the leaders in the new
generation of social activists.”

—Publishers Weekly (starred review)

“To call the founders of BLM terrorists is an
unconscionable lie. This strikingly beautiful
memoir puts the lie to the notion that Black
Lives Matter comes from anything other than a
place of love—love of self, community, people,
and, ultimately, the very soul of a democratic
nation. BLM seeks to acknowledge the truth,
and Patrisse Cullors’ story is a moral example
to the nation.”

—Michael Eric Dyson, New York Times bestselling author
of Tears We Cannot Stop: A Sermon to White America

“Patrisse Cullors is a leading visionary and
activist, feminist, civil rights leader who has
literally changed the trajectory of politics and
resistance in America. Not only did she
co-birth Black Lives Matter, but she did it from
the soil of sisterhood, passion, authenticity,
and life experience. Her new book, When
They Call You a Terrorist, is a critical and
beautifully rendered account of the making
of this movement; of the suffering, struggle,
courage, and brilliance that has led Black
Lives Matter to be one of the most powerful
movements in modern history. We could not
need her voice and vision more at this time.”

—Eve Ensler, Tony Award winning playwright

“I am over the moon about this book. Patrisse
Cullors is a visionary leader whose message of
racial justice has reverberated across the globe.”

—Carolina De Robertis, internationally
bestselling author of The Invisible Mountain

“In telling her own story with passion and
power, Patrisse Cullors evokes millions whose
lives are left untold, all too often taken away
prematurely without account. This book tells
us why we all share the responsibility to move
those three words from an aspiration into a
new reality.”

“For those who wish to understand what it takes
to change the world, this story matters.”

“This powerful book by Black Lives Matter
co-founder Patrisse Khan-Cullors reminds
us American racism is pervasive…the mission
of Khan-Cullors and her fellow activists has
never been more important – or more urgent.”

“This searing, timely look into a contemporary
movement from one of its crucial leading
voices belongs in all collections.”

—Jeff Chang, 2015 American Book Award Winner

—The Guardian

—Robin D. G. Kelley, Guggenheim Fellow,
author, and professor

“Masterfully told from Cullor’s own words, by
the deft hand of the incredible asha bandele.”

—Denene Millner, New York Times bestselling co-author
of Taraji P. Henson’s Around the Way Girl

—Library Journal (starred review)

“Impassioned, direct, inspiring, and unsparing.”

—Entertainment Weekly
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“Responsible, awakening, and powerful.”

—Nick Cannon

“Patrisse Khan Cullors is a force of nature.
But unlike tornadoes and tsunamis, Patrisse
doesn’t leave devastation in her wake.
Instead, she is our force for our nature,
our lives, our souls; her work informed by
a cavernous reservoir of love and empathy
that makes intersectionality an organic
inevitability, a personal and spiritual edict—
instead of merely a concept to be cognizant of.
She is the best of us.”

—Damon Young, co-founder of verysmartbrothas.com

“Cullors and bandele are a potent team,
advancing an important narrative about the
ways this country has not only failed Black
people but failed itself. When historians reflect
back on this moment, Cullors and her story
should occupy a central role in having forced
America and Americans to take a painful look
in the mirror.”

—Nick Chiles, Pulitzer Prize winning
journalist and author

“When They Call You a Terrorist deals with
the incarceration and disenfranchisement
of black men like her father, but it also
explores facets of Cullors’ personal identity—
black womanhood and sexuality, as well as
spirituality.”

“Terrorist plants new footprints in the wellworn path of black struggle, but it also
describes new challenges… This narrative
updates us practically to the moment yet
is bracingly old-fashioned in its guiding
philosophy that ‘No one is free until we are
all free.’”

—Mrs. Magazine

“Patrisse Khan-Cullors and asha bandele have
crafted an urgent, direct, informed and
compassionate volume. I deeply encourage
everyone to read it.”

—BookReporter

“Along with co-author asha bandele, memoirist
and former senior editor at Essence
magazine, Cullors constructs a meditative,
meaningful work.”

—Shelf Awareness

“An important account of coming of age within
today’s explosive racial dynamic.”

—Kirkus Reviews

“One of 2018’s most important nonfiction
books.”

—The Root

“Khan-Cullors’s memoir provides another
context for understanding Black Lives Matter.”

—The New York Times

—TIME

PATRISSE KHAN-CULLORS is an artist, organizer, and freedom fighter from Los Angeles, CA.
Cofounder of Black Lives Matter, she is also a performance artist, Fulbright scholar,
and a co-recipient of the 2017 Sydney Peace Prize.

ASHA BANDELE is the award-winning author of The Prisoner’s Wife and four other works. Honored for
her work in journalism and activism, asha is a mother, a former senior editor at Essence and a former
senior director at the Drug Policy Alliance.
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ASHA BANDELE
Scribner
DAUGHTER On a winter night in Brooklyn, Aya Rivers, a vibrant nineteen-year-old black college
student is shot by a white police officer in a case of mistaken identity. Her mother, Miriam, a rigid
and guarded woman, rushes to the hospital. Keeping vigil by her daughter’s hospital bed, Miriam
remembers her own youth: a series of tragic moments as she struggled for independence and the
violent dissolution of her relationship with Aya’s father. But as Miriam confronts her past—a lifetime
of emotional imprisonment, of her losses and regrets—she finds her wounds to slowly heal, and
discovers a tentative hopefulness.
The gifted author of the acclaimed memoir, The Prisoner’s Wife, bandele delivers a deeply penetrating
work—an emotionally shattering first novel that explores the perils of silence and illuminates the
fragile complexity of the mother-daughter bond. With the lyrical economy of poetry, bandele tells
a powerful story that boldly confronts timely and troubling issues. Daughter is an unforgettable
portrait of one extraordinary woman and her journey—from secrecy to openness, from the silence
of isolation to the beauty of connection. NEW CONVERSATION/HEALING GUIDE INCLUDED.

“A wonderful first novel about the very complex ties that
bind mothers and daughters in pain, the inevitable
sacrifices that redefine love, passion, and commitment...
Daughter will move and transform you.”

—Edwidge Danticat

THE PRISONER’S WIFE As a favor for a friend, a bright and talented young woman volunteered to
read her poetry to a group of prisoners during a Black History Month program. It was an encounter
that would alter her life forever, because it was there, in the prison, that she would meet Rashid,
the man who was to become her friend, her confidant, her husband, her lover, her soul mate. At the
time, Rashid was serving a sentence of twenty years to life for his part in a murder. The Prisoner’s
Wife is a testimony, for wives and mothers, friends and families. It’s a tribute to anyone who has
ever chosen, against the odds, to love.
A NATIONAL BOOK FOUNDATION LITERATURE FOR JUSTICE SELECTED TITLE

“asha bandele’s writing soars with emotion. And the
reader’s emotions soar as well, not because of a shared
experience but because her highly polished and skillful
writing makes one feel her pain and joy.”

—Booklist (starred review)
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ASHA BANDELE
“My oldest daughter and I…had the same
reaction; we think it’s the best book we’ve read
in a long time…The story is compelling and
powerful and keeps you thinking.”

—Kimberly Elise, O, The Oprah Magazine

“A provocative meditation…bandele’s imagery
is spare and effective…the kind of storytelling
that resurrects lost family history.”

—The Washington Post

“bandele’s low-key take on a grim aspect of the
urban black experience stands in refreshing
contrast to more sensationalistic renditions.”

—Publishers Weekly

“This lyrical writer gives us another penetrating
look at the endurance of love under harsh
circumstances.”

—Essence

“A powerful and provocative book—everyone
should read it.”

—Angela Davis

“It is not easy to trust your heart, but here is
a love story. The Prisoner’s Wife takes us
through not the dungeon of emotions, but
the sunshine of hope. If we can continue to
find a reason to care, we can all be saved.
This book needs to be read by anyone who
has...paid a price for love.”
—Nikki Giovanni

“The silences that injustice feeds are so
intricate and mutable that the mere possibility
of expressing them is risky. Gloriously, in
DAUGHTER, asha bandele speaks from this
impossible place. Let her take you there.”

—Adrian Nicole Leblanc, author of Random Family

“If silence is the cancer that kills our dreams,
then asha bandele’s Daughter is surely the
cure for what ails us.”

—Pearl Cleage, author of What Looks Like
Crazy on an Ordinary Day

“bandele writes about family grief and
bitterness with searing immediacy…
This powerful story does what the author asks
for: it breaks the silence.”

—Booklist

ASHA BANDELE is a New York Times bestselling and award-winning author, poet, and journalist. A
former features editor for Essence magazine, as well as a Revson Fellow at Columbia University, and
performance poet featured on HBO’S “Def Poetry Jam,” asha is the author of two collections of poems,
the award-winning memoir, The Prisoner’s Wife, and its follow-up Something Like Beautiful, and the
novel, Daughter. She is co-author of the New York Times bestseller, When They Call You a Terrorist:
a #Black Lives Matter memoir, with Patrisse Khan-Cullors. She lives in Brooklyn with her daughter.
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THE BOOK OF ANSWERS
by Carol Bolt

Hachette

Beijing Yong Zhen Kai Yuan Media, Co., China • WSOY, Finland • S. Fischer Verlag, Germany
Psichogios Publications, Greece • DC Books, India • Sperling & Kupfer Editori, Italy • Yakan Hiko, Japan
Showbee Pictures, Korea • Editorial Planeta Mexicana, Mexico • BBNC Publishers, The Netherlands
Schibsted Forlag AS, Norway • Clube do Autor, Portugal • Fundacion Faro, Spain
Scherz Verlag AG, Switzerland • Sun Color Culture, Co., Taiwan
Remzi Kitabevi, Turkey • Transworld Publishers, UK

More than 1 million in print worldwide

Should you ask your boss for a raise? Call that cute guy you met at a party? Sell your stock? Tell your
best friend her boyfriend’s cheating on her? Wouldn’t it be nice to have a handy method of handling
some of life’s more pressing dilemmas?
The answer to these questions (and hundreds of others) is in this unique little book that’s
impossible to put down. It’s simple to use: just hold it closed in your hands and concentrate on
your question for a few seconds. While visualizing or speaking your question, place one palm
down on the book’s front and stroke the edge of the pages back to front. When you sense the time
is right, open to the page your fingers landed on and there is your answer! It’s fun, satisfying,
and a lot less time-consuming than asking everyone you know for advice. Wondering what to get
someone who’s hard to buy for? We’ve got the answer for you...
Need advice from your favorite book or movie character?
Try The Literary Book of Answers or The Movie Book of Answers

“A magical thing...so good it is almost impossible to believe
it’s taken humanity two full millenia to come up with it!”

—The Evening Standard, London

CAROL BOLT is a multi-disciplinary artist with a history of incorporating words, drawings, and interactive elements into her
two-dimensional and sculptural work. Her work is informed by a strong interest in mainstream cultural objects and imagery;
creating mass through repetition and accessibility through humor are predominant aspects of her work. Her work has been
widely exhibited at locations including Philadelphia, Seattle, and Los Angeles. She holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts from the
University of Delaware and a Master of Fine Arts from the University of Washington. She is the author of seven books and
lives in Seattle.
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St. Martin’s Press

JEFF CHANG
CAN’T STOP, WON’T STOP Forged in the fires of the Bronx and Kingston, Jamaica, hip-hop has
been a generation-defining global movement. In a post–civil rights era rapidly transformed by
deindustrialization and globalization, hip-hop gave voiceless youths a chance to address these
seismic changes, and became a job-making engine and the Esperanto of youth rebellion. Hip-hop
crystallized a multiracial generation’s worldview, and forever transformed politics and culture.
But the epic story of how that happened has never been fully told . . . until now.
WINNER OF THE 2005 AMERICAN BOOK AWARD
#8 on the 100 Greatest Music Books of All Time by Billboard Magazine
One of the 50 Best Nonfiction Books of the Past 25 Years by Slate Magazine

WHO WE BE Over the past half-century, the U.S. has seen profound demographic and cultural
change. But racial progress still seems distant. After the faith of the civil rights movement, the
fervor of multiculturalism, and even the brief euphoria of a “post-racial” moment, we remain
a nation divided. Resegregation is the norm. The culture wars flare as hot as ever. How do
Americans see race now? Do we see each other any more clearly than before? In a powerful,
original, and timely telling, Jeff Chang looks anew at the tumultuous half-century from the peak
of the civil rights era to the colorization and strife of the Obama years. He uncovers a hidden
history of American arts, cultural, and social movements that have changed the ways we see
each other.
New York Times Editor’s Choice • Ray & Pat Browne Award for Best Work in Pop Culture and
American Culture • NAACP Image Award Finalist for Outstanding Literary Work • Books for a
Better Life Award Finalist • Finalist for 2015 Dayton Literary Peace Prize • Northern California
Book Award Finalist
WE GON’ BE ALRIGHT Known first as a critic/journalist of hip-hop music and culture—his Can’t
Stop Won’t Stop (2005) won the Before Columbus Foundation’s American Book Award—Chang
expanded his purview in 2014’s Who We Be: The Colorization of America to consider larger issues
of social history and multiculturalism in America. Here, he wonders why we keep talking about
diversity even as society is resegregating both racially and economically, considers how culture
influences politics, and looks at the return of student protest today.

“A compelling and intellectually thought-provoking
exploration of the quagmire of race relations.”

—Kirkus (starred review)
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JEFF CHANG
A FREDERICK DOUGLASS 200 AWARD WINNER
CAN’T STOP WON’T STOP—2005 AMERICAN BOOK
AWARD WINNER

“Jeff Chang writes with necessary fire about
the things that matter. Who We Be is a
compassionate, clear-eyed book, an exciting
contribution to the history of our present
moment. I know of no better account of the
glories and sorrows of contemporary American
diversity, nor any so attuned to the outsized
role that art has played in that journey.”

—Teju Cole, author of Open City

“His scope is operatic, sprawling, and concerns
itself with the people, places, and politics
that drove hip-hop from its infancy. . . . It is
essentially a people’s history . . . perhaps Jeff
Chang is hip-hop America’s Howard Zinn.”

—Salon.com

“The birth of hip-hop out of the ruin of the
South Bronx is a story that has been told many
times, but never with the cinematic scope and
the analytic force that Jeff Chang brings to it. .
This is one of the most urgent and passionate
histories of popular music ever written.”

—The New Yorker

“Chang tells these stories beautifully . . .
provocative.”

—The New York Times Book Review

“The most important new genre of the last
quarter century finally has a sweeping
historical overview as powerful as the music
with Can’t Stop Won’t Stop . . . the best-argued,
most thoroughly researched case for hip-hop
as a complete and truly American culture.”
—Chicago Sun-Times
“When Hip-Hop 101 becomes a requirement,
Jeff Chang’s history of the turmoil that begat
this beloved culture will be the go-to textbook.”

—Vibe

“This is a book that should be on the shelves
of every high school and college library, an
engaging and entertaining full-blown excursion
into American inner-city culture’s rapid
proliferation into every nook and cranny of
culture at large.”

—Los Angeles Weekly

“Jeff Chang’s We Gon’ Be Alright is an
astonishing and thorough account of how
decades of struggle and protest have led us to
Ferguson, to Black Lives Matter, to questions
of equity and diversity, and to a country that
is more segregated than ever. In the midst of
our tense racial debates, this book is required
reading. We would do well to heed its lessons.”

—Michael Eric Dyson

JEFF CHANG’S first book was the award-winning Can’t Stop Won’t Stop: A History of the Hip-Hop
Generation. He has been a USA Ford Fellow in Literature and was named by The Utne Reader
one of “50 Visionaries Who Are Changing Your World.” Chang has written extensively for The
Guardian, Slate, The Nation, The New York Times, The SF Chronicle, The Beliver, Mother Jones,
Slaon and more. He is the Executive Director of the Institute for Diversity in the Arts at Stanford
University.
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RADICAL HOPE

LETTERS OF LOVE AND DISSENT IN DANGEROUS TIMES
An anthology edited
by Carolina De
Robertis

Knopf, US • Virago/Little, Brown, UK • Albatros, Poland

“This is precisely the time when artists go to work…
we speak, we write, we do language. This is how
civilizations heal.”

—Toni Morrison

We are in an unprecedented period in history. In the U.S., the election of Donald Trump as the
45th President of the United States has left many in a state of grief, outrage, and fear of what is
to come. Many communities—immigrants, people of color, gay and transgender people, women,
and Muslims, to name a few—are bracing themselves for a four-year period of bitterly divisive
rhetoric and increased vulnerability. This climate goes against the values of many millions of
Americans, from all walks of life, who treasure the commitment to human rights and inclusivity
that have long been part of this nation’s story.
Radical Hope: Letters of Love and Dissent in Dangerous Times seeks to address the tumult and
danger of these times, through a range of leading contemporary voices. The book will be a series
of love letters—to ancestors from whom strength can be drawn; to one’s own community; to a
community at risk of being targeted; to the children of today; or to the children of the future. In
the spirit of James Baldwin’s The Fire Next Time and Ta-Nehisi Coates’s Between the World and
Me, both of which use the epistolary essay form to explore sociopolitical realities from an intimate
perspective, these letters offer the reader a kaleidoscopic view of the love and courage needed to
navigate times of upheaval, uncertainty, and backlash.
This anthology offers readers an antidote to despair; it is a salve, a balm, a compass, a rallying
cry, a lyrical manifesto, a power source, a torch to light the way forward. This rich collection of
voices in a single volume can be kept close in the months and years to come, to be turned to again
and again for solace, perspective, insight, or inspiration.
The writers are award-winning novelists, poets, and political thinkers. They are members of
diverse communities with roots all over the world—hailing from Syria, Lebanon, Mexico, Cuba,
Nigeria, China, Japan, India, Puerto Rico, Iran, Guatemala, indigenous North America, Russia, and
various parts of Europe and Africa—and they all claim the U.S. as home. They are neighbors and
activists, professors and artists, mothers and fathers, sons and daughters, queer and straight.
They are Jews and Muslims, Christians and Buddhists, atheists and people undeclared in their
spirituality. Above all, they are concerned citizens and community members who care deeply
about their country, and are compelled to offer their voices in the service of justice, courage, and
radical hope.
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Contributors
Elmaz Abinader
Author of Children of the Roojme:
a Family’s Journey from Lebanon,
and co-founder of the Voices of Our
Nations Workshop.
Faith Adiele
Author of Meeting Faith: the Forest
Journals of a Black Buddhist Nun,
and editor of Coming of Age Around
the World: a Multicultural
Anthology.
Jeff Chang
American Book Award-winning
author of Who We Be: a Cultural
History of Race in Post-Civil Rights
America and We Gon’ Be Alright:
Notes on Race and Resegragation.
Aya de León
Author of the novel Uptown Thief
and the play Thieves in the Temple:
the Reclaiming of Hip Hop. Director
of the Poetry for the People
Program at UC Berkeley.
Junot Díaz
Pulitzer prize-winning author of
This is How You Lose Her and The
Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao.
Recipient of a MarcArthur
Fellowship and numerous other
honors.
Mona Eltahawy
Award-winning columnist, author
of Headscarves and Hymens: Why
the Middle East Needs a Sexual
Revolution, and international public
speaker on Arab and Muslim issues
and global feminism.
Boris Fishman
Award-winning author of A
Replacement Life and Don’t Let
My Baby Do Rodeo, both New York
Times Notable Books.
Parnaz Foroutan
Author of The Girl from the Garden,
and recipient of an Elizabeth George
Foundation Fellowship and a PEN
USA Emerging Voices Fellowship.
Karen Joy Fowler
Booker prize finalist, and
author of New York Times
bestsellers including We Are All
CompletelyBeside Ourselves and
The Jane Austen Book Club.
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Cristina García
Author of seven novels, including
Dreaming in Cuban and King of
Cuba. National Book Award finalist,
and recipient of Guggenheim,
Whiting, and NEA Awards,
among others.

Cherríe Moraga
Author of numerous books, coeditor of This Bridge Called My
Back: Writings by Radical Women of
Color, and recipient of the Lambda
Foundation’s “Pioneer” Award,
among many other honors.

Lisa See
New York Times bestselling author
of numerous novels, including
Snow Flower and the Secret Fan,
Shanghai Girls, and China Dolls,
whose works have been translated
into 39 languages.

Alicia Garza
Co-founder of Black Lives Matter;
named one of the 2016 “Women of
the Year” by Glamour and among
the “World’s Greatest Leaders” in
2016 by Fortune; published in The
Guardian, The Nation,
and elsewhere.

Celeste Ng
Author of Everything I Never Told
You, a New York Times bestseller, a
New York Times Notable Book, and
winner of the Massachusetts Book
Award, the Medici Book Club Prize,
and many other honors.

Jane Smiley
Pulitzer prize-winning author
of numerous books, including A
Thousand Acres, Some Luck, and
Golden Age.

Francisco Goldman
Award-winning author of Say Her
Name and The Long Night of White
Chickens, among other titles.
Frequent contributor to The New
Yorker.
Jewelle Gomez
Lambda Award-winning author of
The Gilda Stories, and the acclaimed
play Waiting for Giovanni.
Reyna Grande
American Book Award and
International Latino Book Awardwinning author of Dancing With
Butterflies and The Distance
Between Us.
Mohja Kahf
Author of the novel The Girl
in the Tangerine Scarf, the
poetry collection Emails From
Scheherazad, and the non-fiction
Western Representation of the
Muslim Woman: From Termagant
to Odalisque.
Katie Kitamura
Author of The Longshot and Gone to
the Forest, both finalists for the New
York Public Library’s Young Lions
Fiction Award. Recipient of a Lannan
Literary Fellowship.
Hari Kunzru
Award-winning author of numerous
books, including the novels Gods
Without Men, My Revolutions, and
The Impressionist. Named a Granta
“Best Young British Novelist”
in 2003.
Chip Livingston
Author of Naming Ceremony and
The Museum of False Starts, and
the recipient of prizes from the
Wordcraft Circle of Native Writers
and storytellers and the Native
Writers’ Circle of the Americas.

Viet Thanh Nguyen
Author of The Sympathizer and
Nothing Ever Dies: Vietnam and
the Memory of War, and the first
Vietnamese American to win the
Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, in 2015.
Achy Obejas
Author of five works of fiction,
including Ruins and Days of Awe,
and co-editor of Immigrant Voices:
21st Century Stories.
Peter Orner
Author of The Second Coming of
Mavala Shikongo and Love and
Shame and Love. Recipient of the
Rome Prize, a Guggenheim
Fellowship, a Lannan Fellowship,
and other honors.
Claire Messud
New York Times bestselling author
of five New York Times Notable
books, including The Woman
Upstairs, The Emperor’s Children,
and The Hunters, a finalist for the
PEN/Faulkner Award.
Roxana Robinson
Award-winning author of nine
books, including Cost and Sparta,
whose work has appeared in The
New Yorker, The Atlantic, Harper’s
Magazine, and elsewhere. President
of the Authors’ Guild.
Meredith Russo
Tennessee-based author of the
young adult novel If I Was Your Girl,
which was partially inspired by her
own experiences as a transgender
woman.
Kate Schatz
Author of the New York Times
bestselling Rad Women A-Z and
Rad Women Worldwide, as well as
co-founder of the grassroots activist
phenomenon Solidarity Sundays.

Luis Alberto Urrea
Bestselling and award-winning
author of 16 books, including The
Hummingbird’s Daughter and The
Devil’s Highway, which was
a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize.
iO Tillet Wright
Artist, activist, actor, speaker, TV
host, and author of the memoir
Darling Days; creator of the Self
Evident Truths Project/We Are
You campaign.

Praise for

RADICAL HOPE
“De Robertis’s contributors, who include
Jeff Chang, Junot Díaz, Claire Messud, and
Celeste Ng, replied to her call with diverse,
eloquent, and unapologetic pieces that speak
to the heart and underline the sentiment that
the personal is political. They contexualize
the changes in today’s society by looking
backward to famous ancestors and forward to
grandchildren. The letters are addressed to the
authors’ peers, the protesters at Standing Rock
Indian Reservation, strangers in the grocery
store, feminists met once on a Cairo sidewalk,
and, perhaps most movingly, the beloved
children who will inherit the results of adults’
choices. The overall message is one of radical
connection and thoughtful activism. This
collection is a plea to defy the idea that positive
change is impossible.”

“This anthology is like the book version of a
Justice League of superheroes: a collection
of writers to guide us through tumultuous
political times.”

—Maris Kreizman, Vulture

“I think I’m going to want to read this Baldwininspired collection yesterday, now, and through
the conceivable future.”

—R.O. Kwon, Electric Literature,
“34 Books by Women of Color to Read This Year”

“Timely. . . . [Radical Hope] provides some
comfort, direction, and inspiration. . . . Many
readers will doubtless find solace in the volume.”

—Kirkus Reviews

—Publishers Weekly

CAROLINA DE ROBERTIS, a writer of Uruguayan origin, is the author of the novels The Gods of
Tango, Perla, and the international bestseller The Invisible Mountain, all published by Knopf. Her
books have been translated into seventeen languages, and have been named Best Books of the
Year in venues including the San Francisco Chronicle, O, The Oprah Magazine, BookList, and NBC.
She is the recipient of a Stonewall Book Award, Italy’s Rhegium Julii Prize, and a 2012 Fellowship
from the National Endowment for the Arts, among other honors. She is also an award-winning
translator of Latin American literature. A long-time activist, De Robertis spent ten years in the
non-profit sector before publishing her first book, and during that time she led projects around
issues including women’s rights, immigrant rights, and sexual violence. She teaches creative
writing at San Francisco State University, and lives in Oakland, California with her wife and two
children.
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Grove Atlantic

JILL WATTS

THE BLACK CABINET In the early 20th century, most African Americans still lived in the South,
disenfranchised, impoverished, terrorized by white violence, and denied the basic rights of
citizenship. As the Democrats swept into the White House on a wave of black defectors from the
Party of Lincoln, a group of African American intellectuals—legal minds, social scientists, media
folk—sought to get the community’s needs on the table. This would become the Black Cabinet, a
group of African American racial affairs experts working throughout the New Deal, forming an
unofficial advisory council to lobby the President. But with the white Southern vote so important
to the fortunes of the Party, the path would be far from smooth.

“Watts finds drama in committee meetings and unemployment surveys, and
expertly tracks her subjects across the maze of federal bureaucracy. The
result is a groundbreaking reappraisal of an unheralded chapter in the
battle for civil rights.”
—Publishers Weekly (starred review)
“A well-researched, urgent, and necessary history of black folds during the
New Deal.”

—Michael Eric Dyson, New York Times bestselling author

Amistad
HATTIE MACDANIEL is best known for her performance as Mammy, the sassy foil to Scarlett
O’Hara in Gone with the Wind. Though the role called for yet another wide-grinned, subservient
black domestic, McDaniel transformed her character into one who was loyal yet subversive,
devoted yet bossy. Her powerful performance would win her the Oscar for Best Supporting
Actress and catapult the hopes of Black Hollywood that the entertainment industry—after decades
of stereotypical characters—was finally ready to write more multidimensional, fully realized
roles for blacks. But racism was so entrenched in Hollywood that despite pleas by organizations
such as the NAACP and SAG—and the very examples that Black service men were setting as
they fought against Hitler in WWII—roles for blacks continued to denigrate the African American
experience.

“A compelling, disturbing history of blacks in early Hollywood.”

—Publishers Weekly

Oxford University Press
MAE WEST “Why don’t you come up and see me sometime?” Mae West invited and promptly
captured the imagination of generations. Even today, years after her death, the actress and author
is still regarded as the pop archetype of sexual wantonness and ribald humor. But who was this
saucy starlet, a woman who was controversial enough to be jailed, pursued by film censors and
banned from the airwaves for the revolutionary content of her work, and yet would ascend to the
status of film legend? This absolutely fascinating study is the first comprehensive, interpretive
account of Mae West’s life and work. It reveals a beloved icon as a radically subversive artist
consciously creating her own complex image.

“A provocative biography.”
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JILL WATTS
“A thoroughly researched history of important
black activists.”

—Kirkus

“Watts is shrewd in her discussions of much of
West’s writing, and she performs a service drawing
attention to West’s debt to African-American
culture.”

—Robert Gottlieb, The New York Observer

“This book is engagingly written. Watts’s research is
prodigious and she writes with acuity and verve.”

—The Times of London

“Watts’ biography of Mae West delves deeply into
the meaning of the star’s essence. She presents an
astonishingly complex portrait.”

—National Post

“An incisive and vivid portrait...[A] spirited and
intelligent analysis...”

—Booklist

“Jill Watts’ timely, deeply absorbing narrative
unravels the little known but highly significant
behind-the scenes account of Franklin D.
Roosevelt’s unofficial Black Cabinet, and their
relentless determination that New Deal socioeconomic justice include Black Americans. The
voices of the historical actors come right through
the pages and give a flavor to the narrative
as though you were actually on the scene... A
powerful piece of scholarship and a great story.”

—Margaret Washington, author of Sojourner Truth’s
America

“Jill Watts here tells stories of the fascinating
characters who formed what has been nicknamed
the ‘Black Cabinet’ of FDR. Making her
subjects come alive for the reader, she portrays
them as courageous individuals motivated
by a combination of personal ambition and
principled devotion to the cause of black rights,
which the New Deal by no means embraced with
enthusiasm. These crusaders paved the way
for the political transformation of the AfricanAmerican community from Republican to
Democrat.”

—Daniel Walker Howe, author of Pulitzer-Prize winning,
What Hath God Wrought: The Transformation of
America, 1815-1848

“Watts presents a fascinating and well-written study
of a complex woman who strived for recognition as
an actress and yet too many times was denied the
opportunity to use her talents.”
—School Library Journal

“Watts’ compelling account of a diverse set of
early twentieth-century public figures—with
the remarkable Mary McLeod Bethune at
the center—who labored to make the Federal
Government work for and be accountable to
African Americans is important and timely. One
comes away from this deeply researched and
engaging narrative with a rich and textured sense
of the work the members of the Black Cabinet
accomplished in the decades before the modern
Civil Rights Movement and the stakes and
significance of their efforts.”
—Judith Weisenfeld, author of New World
A-Coming: Black Religion and Racial Identity

JILL WATTS is a Professor of History at California State University San Marcos and is currently
the Coordinator of the Master of Arts in History. She is the author of three books, Hattie McDaniel:
Black Ambition, White Hollywood, Mae West: An Icon in Black and White, and God, Harlem U.S.A.:
The Father Divine Story. Her fourth book entitled The Black Cabinet: African American Brain
Trusters in the Age of Roosevelt is forthcoming from Grove Atlantic.
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SMASH BOOK 1 AND BOOK 2
by Chris A. Bolton and
Kyle Bolton

Candlewick

Super strong. Super fast. Super young!
SMASH: TRIAL BY FIRE Super strong. Super fast. Super young! When Andrew Ryan accidentally
inherits the strength and abilities of his superhero idol, Defender, his dreams may have just come
true. . . . or NOT. Fighting crime isn’t easy when you’re in the fifth grade, and it takes a lot more
than superpowers to be a hero.
2013 JUNIOR LIBRARY GUILD SELECTION
2014 CHILDREN’S CHOICE AWARD WINNER
OREGON SPIRIT BOOK AWARD WINNER
YALSA NOMINEE

“Smash battles his way through robots and other minions to a
climactic and rousingly destructive…climax that, natch, paves
the way for sequels. Three cheers for the underdog.”

—Kirkus Reviews

SMASH: FEARLESS Thanks to a strange twist of fate — and a massive explosion — Andrew’s
dream of having the strength and abilities of his superhero idol came true, and Smash was born.
Great, right? Wrong! As superhero Smash, Andrew finds himself in a losing battle with the one
emotion no hero should ever feel: fear. And he definitely didn’t count on becoming the prime
target of Magus, the vilest supervillain of all time, who will stop at nothing to steal Smash’s
powers. It’s going to take Andrew everything he’s got to conquer his fears, safeguard the city,
keep his identity a secret ... and pass the fifth grade.

CHRIS A. BOLTON has written short fiction, stage plays, sketch comedy, and screenplays. His
first published short story appears in Portland Noir, and he recently completed a novel. Chris A.
Bolton lives in Portland, Oregon.

KYLE BOLTON has been drawing since the age of four, although Smash is his first professional
comic work. A graduate of the Art Institute of Seattle, he has worked for a variety of game
companies creating 2D and 3D animations. Kyle Bolton currently draws and lives in West Seattle
with his wife, Jamie, and dogs, Bebe and Zeus.
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TONY CLIFF
First Second
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER
DELILAH DIRK AND THE TURKISH LIEUTENANT Lovable ne’er-do-well Delilah Dirk is an Indiana
Jones for the 19th century. She has traveled to Japan, Indonesia, France, and even the New World.
Using the skills she’s picked up on the way, Delilah’s adventures continue as she plots to rob a rich
and corrupt Sultan in Constantinople. With the aid of her flying boat and her newfound friend, Selim,
she evades the Sultan’s guards, leaves angry pirates in the dust, and fights her way through the
countryside. For Delilah, one adventure leads to the next in this thrilling and funny installment in
her exciting life.
A little bit Tintin, a little bit Indiana Jones, Tony Cliff’s Delilah Dirk and the Turkish Lieutenant is a great
pick for any reader looking for a smart and foolhardy heroine…and globetrotting adventures.

“A vehicle for blood-pumping episodes of derring-do and heroism.”

—Publishers Weekly

AMAZON BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR
DELILAH DIRK AND THE KING’S SHILLING Globetrotting troublemaker Delilah Dirk and
her loyal friend Selim are just minding their own business, peacefully raiding castles and
traipsing across enemy lines, when they attract the unwanted attention of the English Army. Before
they know it, Delilah and Selim have gotten themselves accused of espionage against the British
crown!
Delilah will do whatever it takes to clear her good name, be it sneaking, skirmishing, or even sword
fighting… But can she bring herself to wear a pretty dress and have a nice cup of tea with her
mother? Delilah Dirk may be defeated at last. By tulle.

“A story jam-packed with action and spectacle, but at its heart is a
story of friendship and trust. A fantastic addition to a stellar series!”

—Noelle Stevenson, author of Nimona

DELILAH DIRK AND THE PILLARS OF HERCULES When Delilah and Selim meet a Dutch writer
in search of an ancient underground city, the unfolding trail of clues leads them across the
Mediterranean, into dark tombs and over sun-bleached deserts. But as the writer publishes their
progress, he attracts the attention of an old adversary who is willing to kill for revenge. And when
they find the fabled sunken city, Delilah discovers that the Dutchman’s motivations were hardly
as scholarly or altruistic as he had claimed, and that the Delilah Dirk myth-building that they had
worked on together only serves to bolster his own interests…

“Awesome two-page spreads capture the grandeur of their
archaeological finds... Delilah’s no-nonsense demeanor and dry sense
of humor make her a joy to follow...”
LEAD AGENT:

Bernadette Baker-Baughman
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—Booklist
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Imprint
LET’S GET SLEEPY Young cats are on the hunt for a mouse named Sleepy in Let’s Get Sleepy, an
energetic picture book from New York Times-bestselling author and illustrator Tony Cliff.
These cats are on an adventure to find that darn mouse called Sleepy.
But Sleepy is a sneaky mouse—he’s hard to find. The cats will have to look everywhere: all over
town, out by the beach, up in space, and even back in time with the dinosaurs! Can the cats catch that
mouse? Even if they don’t, at the end of the day, they may just get “sleepy” after all.
While seek-and-find elements are at work in the adorable artwork, the rhyming text reminds readers
that the journey is more important than the destination―and that the most valuable treasure is a day
richly lived with friends.

Praise for

TONY CLIFF

DELILAH DIRK AND THE TURKISH LIEUTENANT
—Publisher’s Weekly Best Books

DELILAH DIRK AND THE KING’S SHILLING
—Entertainment Weekly Best YA Books of 2016, Amazon
Best Book of the Month, a New York Public Library Best
Book for the Teen Age, and Barnes & Noble Best Book of
the Month
DELILAH DIRK AND THE PILLARS OF HERCULES
—Paste Magazine Top 20 Best Kids Comics of 2018

“Cliff’s artwork and storytelling skill make this
graphic novel a fine purchase for those looking
to expand their graphic novel collection beyond
capes and manga.”

—Voya Magazine (starred review)

“The character development adds welcome
depth to an already absorbing adventure.
Irresistible and exhilarating.”

—Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

NOW IN DEVELOPMENT FOR FILM WITH DISNEY

“One of the most beautifully illustrated books
I’ve ever seen. Cheers to the swashbuckling
adventures of Delilah and Selim!”

—Kazu Kibuishi, author of the Amulet series

“The Delilah Dirk books are things of beauty—
Swashbuckling old-school (in the best possible
way) adventure stories, super smooth and
beautifully drawn.”

—Mike Mignola, author of Hellboy

“Move over, Indiana Jones…with gorgeous
illustrations and clever writing, Cliff
seamlessly blends action and comedy into a
charming tale that is so much fun you’ll wish
you brought popcorn.”

—Entertainment Weekly

Victoria Sanders and Associates LLC

“Another whirlwind adventure that builds upon
Cliff’s unifying factor—true friendship.”

—School Library Journal (starred review)

“It’s the dynamic between Delilah and Selim, a
headstrong woman and pliant man who remain
platonic companions, that gives the book its
compelling emotional center.”

—Publishers Weekly (starred review)

“A terrific action story for both older and
younger teens and anyone else with an
insatiable appetite for high adventure.”

—Booklist (starred review)

“Gorgeous.”

—Emily Carroll, author of Through the Woods

“Perfect coming timing and a hefty dose of
charm thrown in with the adventure.”

“A scrumptious Turkish delight.“

—School Library Journal

—Kate Beaton, author of Hark! A Vagrant

“Marvellous and exceptionally lovely... this is
the pure, distilled essence of adventure”

—Cory Doctorow, BoingBoing

“Like Indiana Jones meets The Venture Bros.
except with a female lead.”

—The Mary Sue

“The Delilah Dirk series is one of the most pure
delights in comics. It’s like a magic trick every
time, reminiscent of Lloyd Alexander’s Vesper
Holly series of YA novels but fueled by Tony
Cliff’s neat yet action-packed drawings. Cliff
can put all the character in the world into the
tilt of a nose, and god help you when he gets to
draw Dirk leaping onto a horse or being thrown
from an explosion. These books are for all
ages and interests, including people who love
superheroes.”

—Paste Magazine

“With perfect comic timing and a hefty dose of
charm thrown in with the adventure, Delilah Dirk
and the King’s Shilling is absolutely thrilling!“

“Wonderful.“

—Midwest Book Review

“Eisner-nominated as a webcomic, the graphic
novel is glorious in print. The rich, saturated
colors and dashing linework pop off the page,
and the author wisely lets his characters’
dynamic body language and expressive faces
mostly speak for themselves during the action
sequences…Fast-paced and unabashed
fun, this romp will leave readers longing for
additional installments.”

—Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

“Compelling writing combined with colorful
illustrations makes this a book that is sure to
delight.”

—School Library Journal

“Cliff has created an engaging and daring
character that is equal parts Lara Croft and
Indiana Jones.”

—Publishers Weekly

—Kate Beaton, author of Hark! A Vagrant

TONY CLIFF Currently living in Vancouver, BC, he is a twelve-year veteran of the Canadian animation
industry. His first published work—a short story for the Flight anthologies—was nominated for a
Eisner Award. Delilah Dirk and the Turkish Lieutenant, his first graphic novel, has been recognized
with Eisner, Shuster, and Harvey nominations, and is a New York Times bestseller. Its sequel, Delilah
Dirk and the King’s Shilling, was published by First Second in 2016.
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First Second Books

FAITH ERIN HICKS
THE DIVIDED EARTH—The Nameless City Volume 3 The Nameless City—held by the rogue Dao
prince Erzi—is under siege by a coalition of Dao and Yisun forces who are determined to end the
war for the Nameless City once and for all. And the people of the city—the “Named”—are caught
in between. Meanwhile, Rat and Kai must infiltrate Erzi’s palace and steal back the ancient and deadly
formula for napatha, the ancient weapon of mass destruction Erzi has unearthed—before he can use
it to destroy everything Rat and Kai hold dear!
PASTE MAGAZINE TOP 20 BEST KIDS COMICS OF 2018
EISNER AWARD WINNER—BEST PUBLICATION FOR KIDS

“The Divided Earth brings one of the best trilogies in recent years to a close in a
big way, giving readers a thrilling, well executed conclusion to what has been a
fantastic series.”—Comicosity
“...the explosive force of Napatha and the energy and vitality of the heroic duo
cannot be contained.”—VOYA (starred review)
THE STONE HEART—The Nameless City Volume 2 Kaidu and Rat have only just recovered from the
assassination attempt on the General of All Blades when more chaos breaks loose in the Nameless
City; deep conflicts within the Dao nation are making it impossible to find a political solution for the
disputed territory of the City itself.
To complicate things further, Kaidu is fairly certain he’s stumbled on a formula for the lost weapon of the
mysterious founders of the City… But sharing it with the Dao military would be a complete betrayal of his
friendship with Rat. Can Kai find the right solution before the Dao find themselves at war?

“...this middle volume of Hicks’ epic...brings all to stunning emotional life.”

—Kirkus (starred review)

“A visual stunner... Hicks’s flair for tangible fantasy makes this a standout.”

—The Washington Post

THE NAMELESS CITY Every nation that invades the City gives it a new name. But before long,
new invaders arrive and the City changes hands once again. The natives don’t let themselves
get caught up in the unending wars. To them, their home is the Nameless City, and those who
try to name it are forever outsiders.
AN OLA SILVER BIRCH NOMINEE • AN ABC BEST BOOK FOR YOUNG READERS
A MENTAL FLOSS “BEST OF THE YEAR SO FAR” • A VULTURE “BEST OF THE YEAR SO FAR”

“Faith Erin Hicks breathes life into her characters with gale-force winds. The
Nameless City makes you feel everything its heroes are experiencing inside and
out, from adolescent angst to the scrape of terra cotta tiles under a leaping
boot.”—Bryan Konietzko, co-creator of Avatar: The Last Airbender

“Hicks’s sequential artwork is polished, and though males hold nearly all the

political power, the female characters are mighty warriors the men respect (and
sometimes fear).”—Publishers Weekly (starred review)

LEAD AGENT:

Bernadette Baker-Baughman
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PUMPKINHEADS Deja and Josiah are seasonal best friends. Every autumn, all through high school,
they’ve worked together at the best pumpkin patch in the whole wide world. (Not many people know
that the best pumpkin patch in the whole wide world is in Omaha, Nebraska, but it definitely is.)
They say good-bye every Halloween, and they’re reunited every September 1. But this Halloween
is different—Josiah and Deja are finally seniors, and this is their last season at the pumpkin patch.
Their last shift together. Their last good-bye.
Josiah’s ready to spend the whole night feeling melancholy about it. Deja isn’t ready to let him.
She’s got a plan: What if their last shift was an adventure?
A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER
KIRKUS BEST YA ROMANCE OF 2019
AN AMAZON EDITORS’ PICK FOR AUGUST 2019 BEST YOUNG ADULT BOOKS

“A heartwarming, funny story filled with richness and complexity.”
—Kirkus (starred review)
“There’s something for everyone in this joyful, tender book.”
—School Library Journal (starred review)
“...precise, affectionate...”—Publishers Weekly (starred review)
“...[a] tender, sweet romance...”—Horn Book (starred review)
NOTHING CAN POSSIBLY GO WRONG You wouldn’t expect Nate and Charlie to be friends. Charlie’s
the laid-back captain of the basketball team, and Nate is the neurotic, scheming president of the
robotics club. But they are friends, however unlikely—until Nate declares war on the cheerleaders.
At stake is funding that will either cover a robotics competition or new cheerleading uniforms—but
not both.
It’s only going to get worse: after both parties are stripped of their funding on grounds of abominable
misbehavior, Nate enrolls the club’s robot in a battlebot competition in a desperate bid for prize money.
Bad sportsmanship? Sure. Chainsaws? Why not. Running away from home on Thanksgiving to illicitly
enter a televised robot death match? Of course! In Faith Erin Hicks’ and Prudence Shen’s world of high
school class warfare and robot death matches, nothing can possibly go wrong.
AN SLJ BEST COMIC OF THE YEAR
A MULTIVERSITY BEST GRAPHIC NOVEL OF THE YEAR

“Heartfelt youthfulness.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review)
“This story has everything: basketball, dastardly cheerleaders, a robot
rumble, conniving geeks, a house party, family drama, student body
council elections, and a tiny sliver of romance.”

—Booklist (starred review)

BRAIN CAMP Neither artistic, dreamy Jenna nor surly, delinquent Lucas expected to find themselves
at an invitation-only summer camp that turns problem children into prodigies. And yet, here they
both are at Camp Fielding, settling in with all the other losers and misfits who’ve been shipped off
by their parents in a last-ditch effort to produce a child worth bragging about.
But strange disappearances, spooky lights in the woods, and a chilling altercation that turns the
dimmest, rowdiest campers into docile zombie Einsteins have Jenna and Lucas feeling more than
a little suspicious… and a lot afraid.
YALSA 2011 TOP TEN GRAPHIC NOVEL FOR TEENS

“From its shock opening right out of a horror movie, this graphic
novel sets the scene for an old-fashioned scare story...Well-rounded
adventure.”—Booklist
“A quick and quirky graphic novel.”—School Library Journal
Victoria Sanders and Associates LLC

COMICS WILL BREAK YOUR HEART Miriam’s family should be rich. After all, her grandfather
was the co-creator of smash-hit comics series The TomorrowMen. But he sold his rights to the
series to his co-creator in the 1960s for practically nothing, and now that’s what Miriam has:
practically nothing. And practically nothing to look forward to either—how can she afford college
when her family can barely keep a roof above their heads? As if she didn’t have enough to
worry about, Miriam’s life gets much more complicated when a cute boy shows up in town...and
turns out to be the grandson of the man who defrauded Miriam’s grandfather, and heir to the
TomorrowMen fortune.
THE FIRST YA PROSE BOOK FROM FAITH ERIN HICKS

“Warm and winning. A coming-of-age romance for our superheroloving times.”

—Rainbow Rowell, #1 New York Times bestselling author of Fangirl

“Comics Will Break Your Heart crackles with the energy and potential
of comics themselves. And like all the best comics, it transports you to
a strange new world that you won’t want to leave.”

—Ryan North, New York Times bestselling and Eisner Award-winning author
of The Unbeatable Squirrel Girl and Dinosaur Comics

FRIENDS WITH BOYS A coming-of-age tale with a spooky twist! Maggie McKay hardly knows
what to do with herself. After an idyllic childhood of homeschooling with her mother and roughhousing with her older brothers, it’s time for Maggie to face the outside world, all on her own.
But that means facing high school first. And it also means solving the mystery of the melancholy
ghost who has silently followed Maggie throughout her entire life. Maybe it even means making
a new friend—one who isn’t one of her brothers.
A YALSA GREAT GRAPHIC NOVEL

“Hicks excels at depicting adolescent emotion and the way feelings
ricochet off the actions and reactions of others, each teenager
suffering a constant and confusing onslaught of hurt and
acceptance, infatuation and rejection, loneliness and relief… She
also shows flashes of clever humor… But what mostly emerges is a
fundamentally sweet and sensitive story, one with a rare, genuinefeeling portrait of loving sibling relations.”

—The New York Times

ADVENTURES OF SUPERHERO GIRL Sure, Superhero Girl can leap tall
buildings and defeat alien monsters with her bare hands. But she still has to buy her cape at a
secondhand store because, while being a superhero is rewarding, it doesn’t pay all that well.
From living in the shadow of her beloved, over-achieving brother; to seeking a nemesis; to dealing
with a nagging roommate; to dodging ninjas; to keeping her mom off her back; SHG is coming of
age in an all-too-ordinary world. A quirky, fun, funny, heartening story of a young woman trying
to find her way on the path to greatness (while rescuing kittens).
EISNER AWARD WINNER—BEST PUBLICATION FOR KIDS 8-12
EISNER NOMINATED—BEST HUMOR PUBLICATION
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Praise for

FAITH ERIN HICKS
“Faith Erin Hicks is on of the best creators
working in graphic novels today.”

“One of the most in-demand cartoonists
in the business.”

“This tale of unexpected alliances has
everything: winning characters, a sumptuous
setting, and sharp observations about power
and history. Hidden depths abound in The
Nameless City.“

“Fun, exciting, and filled with remarkable
characters and set pieces. And what a world
they occupy! The beauty and construction of
the Nameless City will leave you breathless.
Faith has created a world so detailed and
believable, it makes me want to explore the
back alleys to see what is there.”

—Kazu Kibuishi, author of the Amulet series

—Scott Westerfeld, author of Uglies and Zeroes

“Beautiful art, charming characters with spoton expressions and fantastic posing, intriguing
story. Great stuff all around, I sincerely
couldn’t put it down.”

—Bryan Konietzko, co-creator of the animated series
Avatar: The Last Airbender and The Legend of Korra

“I love graphic novels like this.”

—LA Times

—Jeff Smith, author of the Bone series

“Her work has charm, energy, emotion, and a
wonderful sense of humanity.”

—Kurt Busiek, co-author of the Avengers series

“Wonderfully talented.”

—Madison Public Library Review

“...Hicks’s first prose novel...tells a tale that is
filled with humor and heart...A must-have.”

—School Library Journal (starred review)

“...as sweet as a candied apple and as warm as a
steaming cup of cider...”
—The Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books

“A penultimate triumph.”

—Comic Book Daily Review

—Kirkus (starred review)

“Bright and expressive drawing.”

—Publishers Weekly

“Hicks beautifully captures the story’s
magical evening as well as the burgeoning
realization of two teenagers facing a night of
‘last times’ as they look out into an unknown
future.”

—The New York Times

FAITH ERIN HICKS is an award-winning graphic novelist whose work has received numerous
starred reviews in PW, Kirkus, Library Journal, and Booklist. She has multiple solo graphic novels
to her credit, including the Eisner award-winning, Adventures of Superhero Girl, and the New York
Times rave reviewed, Friends with Boys. She has been the illustrator for seven additional graphic
novels, including the video game tie-in, The Last of Us. Hicks has been reviewed by BoingBoing,
the LA Times, and NY Times, among others. Two of her titles were 2014 YALSA Top Ten Graphic
Novels for Teen picks. Hicks is currently working on the second book in her Nameless City trilogy.
Her first YA prose novel, Comics Will Break Your Heart, is forthcoming from Roaring Brook.
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THE PREY SERIES
HarperCollins

by Tom Isbell

Pocket Jeunesse, France • HarperCollins/Voyager, U.K. • Ikar, Slovakia • Novo Concieto, Brazil
Papadopoulos, Greece • Epsilon, Turkey • Euromedia, Czech Republic • Rowohlt, Germany

THE MAZE RUNNER MEETS THE HUNGER GAMES
IN THIS HEART-POUNDING TRILOGY
THE PREY Orphaned teens, soon to be hunted for sport, must flee their resettlement camps in
their fight for survival and a better life. For in the Republic of the True America, it’s always hunting
season. Riveting action, intense romance, and gripping emotion make this fast-paced adventure a
standout debut. After a radiation blast burned most of the Earth to a crisp, the new government
established settlement camps for the survivors. At one such camp, the sixteen-year-old “LTs”
are eager to graduate as part of the Rite. Until they learn the dark truth: “LTs” doesn’t stand for
lieutenant but for Less Thans, feared by society and raised to be hunted for sport. They escape and
join forces with the Sisters, twin girls who’ve suffered their own haunting fate. Together they seek
the fabled New Territory, with sadistic hunters hot on their trail. Secrets are revealed, allegiances
are made, and lives are at stake. As unlikely Book and fearless Hope lead their quest for freedom,
these teens must find the best in themselves to fight the worst in their enemies.

THE CAPTURE This second book in the Prey series is a suspenseful story of courage, survival, and
doing what’s right, no matter how hard. Orphaned teens, soon to be hunted for sport, must fight for
a better life. Fifteen escaped and found their way to freedom, but Book, Hope, and Cat can’t settle
into their new life knowing the rest of the Less Thans and Sisters are still imprisoned. Now the teens
must retrace their steps to save the others and thwart the Republic’s dark plans to destroy those
deemed different, even as relationships are tested and the path back is filled with danger. With new
enemies lurking—deranged Crazies and ominous Skull People among them—the group must put
their fate into the hands of unexpected allies and must ask themselves how far they’re willing to go
to free their friends.

THE RELEASE In the dead of winter, the group leaves what remains of Camp Liberty and comes
across soldiers transporting crates of weapons from an abandoned missile silo to Chancellor
Maddox’s headquarters high atop a mountain. They can’t understand it. When they reunite with
the Sisters, they assume they’re safe, and that’s when the Hunters attack. Only by surrounding
them on the frozen ice are Book and friends able to defeat them. Still, Hope is far more focused
on getting revenge than acting on her feelings for Book. Joining forces with the remaining Skull
People, they find the president of the country and warn him about the chancellor’s intentions.
His response is to throw them in jail. When Hope engineers their rescue, they realize they have
only so much time to reach Maddox’s elusive mountain fortress and prevent her from destroying
the government’s other leaders. In one final act that could very well cost one of our heroes
their life, they risk everything—including their love for each other—to stop the chancellor and Dr.
Gallingham.
LEAD AGENT:
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Praise for

THE PREY TRILOGY
“Readers will appreciate the irony and subtle,
deeper meanings in character and location
names as Isbell shapes his own vision of a
dark world. Pair this with other blockbusters
about hope in the midst of despair and danger,
Veronica Roth’s Four, Suzanne Collins’ Hunger
Games, and James Dashner’s Maze Runner.“

—Booklist

“…plenty of peril (human and otherwise) … will
keep readers rooting for Book and Hope.”

“An exciting concept.”

“I loved this book!”

—Kirkus Reviews

—The Elliot Bay Underground

“Recommend this book to readers of James
Dashner’s Maze Runner books and Patrick
Ness’ Chaos Walking trilogy.”

— Booklist

—Publishers Weekly

“Dystopian fans will anxiously await
the next installment.”

—School Library Journal

“With its non-stop action, short chapters, and
dystopian subject matter, this thriller should
definitely appeal to teen readers, reluctant or
otherwise. This series is perfect for fans of The
Maze Runner and Divergent series.”

—VOYA Magazine

A graduate of the Yale School of Drama, TOM ISBELL spent ten years as a professional actor,
acting opposite Robert DeNiro, Ed Harris, John Turturro, Anne Bancroft and many others. As a
playwright, he’s had three plays produced at the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, including
Teddy Roosevelt and the Treasure of Ursa Major, which was adapted into a book by Ronald Kidd
(Simon & Schuster), with a Foreword by then-First Lady Laura Bush. A Professor of Theatre at the
University of Minnesota Duluth, he is honored to have received five distinguished teaching awards.
HarperCollins recently published his debut trilogy of Young Adult books: The Prey, The Capture,
and The Release.
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MONSTERS AMONG US
by Monica Rodden

Crown Books for
Young Readers
When Catherine Ellers returns to her Washington home after a semester at college, she is seeking
a reprieve from a night she can’t remember. She reconnects with childhood friend Henri Brisbois
and twelve-year-old Amy Porter. However, when Amy is later found dead, Catherine admits she
was raped. She focuses her anguish on finding Amy’s killer, teaming up with Henri in the process,
until fellow college student Andrew Worthington appears, bringing memories of her attack. While
Andrew claims innocence and Catherine believes him, Henri is suspicious—and Andrew finds
Henri unnerving as well.
Though tensions are high, the trio band together, investigating various suspects, from a local sex
offender to a beloved pastor. Police officer Bob Harper provides insight as well, such as Amy’s
time of death, determined primarily through stomach digestion. But Catherine, already devastated
by grief and flashbacks, is further horrified after Andrew confesses that he could have stopped
her rape.
After Andrew leaves, she and Henri go to the site of Amy’s murder: Lookout Point, a clifftop with
a long fall. There, Henri kisses Catherine—then attacks her in the face of her rejection. Andrew,
meanwhile, speaks to Bob’s wife, Minda, a gastroenterologist. As she describes a disease called
gastroparesis, Andrew realizes Amy might have suffered from delayed stomach emptying,
rendering her time of death inaccurate. Andrew and Bob race to the clifftop, suspecting Henri
may no longer have an alibi. They arrive just in time to prevent Henri—who has been obsessed
with Catherine since childhood and killed Amy in an attempt to rekindle their relationship—from
throwing himself over the cliff with Catherine. The story closes with Catherine asking Andrew to
provide evidence against her rapists when they go back to school. She pictures herself beginning
a long walk out of hell, her soul finally her own again.

MONICA RODDEN is a twice-graduate of Virginia Tech, earning both a B.A. in English and a M.A.Ed in
English Education. She presented a paper on Philip Roth’s The Conversion of the Jews at the Virginia
Tech English Undergraduate Research Conference and won first place in a summer prose competition
at the University of Maryland for her short story entitled “Wrong Type.” When not writing young adult
fiction, she surrounds herself with books as a circulation specialist at the Christiansburg Library,
where she leads both a book group and a biweekly writing workshop. Familiar with social media and
marketing, she also helps to run the library’s Facebook Page, promoting community events, library
programs, and countless book titles.
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Candlewick

T.R. SIMON AND VICTORIA BOND
ZORA AND ME Racial duplicity threatens an idyllic African-American community in the turn-of
the-century South in a dazzling debut inspired by the early life of Zora Neale Hurston.
Whether she’s telling the truth or stretching it, Zora Neale Hurston is a riveting storyteller. Her
latest creation is a shape-shifting gator man who lurks in the marshes, waiting to steal human
souls. But when boastful Sonny Wrapped loses a wrestling match with an elusive alligator named
Ghost—and a man is found murdered by the railroad tracks soon after—young Zora’s tales of a
mythical evil creature take on an ominous and far more complicated complexion, jeopardizing
the peace and security of an entire town and forcing three children to come to terms with the
dual-edged power of pretending. Zora’s best friend, Carrie, narrates this coming-of-age story set
in the Eden-like town of Eatonville, Florida, where justice isn’t merely an exercise in retribution,
but a testimony to the power of community, love, and pride. A fictionalization of the early years of
a literary giant, this astonishing novel is the first project ever to be endorsed by the Zora Neale
Hurston Trust that was not authored by Hurston herself.

“The brilliance of this novel is its rendering of African-American child life during the
Jim Crow era as a time of wonder and imagination, while also attending to its harsh
realities. Absolutely outstanding.”

—Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

ZORA AND ME: THE CURSED GROUND A powerful fictionalized account of Zora Neale Hurston’s
childhood adventures explores the idea of collective memory and the lingering effects of slavery.
When Zora Neale Hurston and her best friend, Carrie Brown, discover that the town mute can
speak after all, they think they’ve uncovered a big secret. But Mr. Polk’s silence is just one piece
of a larger puzzle that stretches back half a century to the tragic story of an enslaved girl named
Lucia. As Zora’s curiosity leads a reluctant Carrie deeper into the mystery, the story unfolds
through alternating narratives. Lucia’s struggle for freedom resonates through the years,
threatening the future of America’s first incorporated black township—the hometown of author
Zora Neale Hurston. In a riveting coming-of-age tale, award-winning author T.R. Simon champions
the strength of a people to stand up for justice.
“Goosebumps, tears, smiles, and sighs: these were the rewards I took away from this exquisite
read. I feel confident that my aunt Zora, the ‘Zora of the Cosmos,’ is quite delighted with the
literary enchantment of T.R. Simon.”

—Lucy Hurston, niece of Zora Neale Hurston and author of Speak So You Can Speak Again: The Life
of Zora Neale Hurston

“...Zora and Carrie’s world unravels slowly and with well-crafted suspense and a horrifying
surprise twist.”

—The New York Times Book Review

T. R. SIMON AND VICTORIA BOND met ten years ago while working together in publishing and became fast
friends. After kicking around the idea of a collaboration for years, the idea of writing a middle-grade novel
about Zora Neale Hurston emerged, and both knew they had stumbled into the project of their dreams.
Excited and humbled by the opportunity to expose young readers to a seminal figure in twentieth-century
American letters, they discovered that Zora’s life as both field anthropologist and writer custom-fit their own
backgrounds. T.R. (Tanya) Simon has an MA in Anthropology, while Victoria Bond holds an MFA in Creative
Writing.
LEAD AGENT:
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Praise for

ZORA AND ME
AWARDS FOR ZORA AND ME

• Winner of the 2011 Coretta Scott King/John Steptoe New Talent
Award from the American Library Association
• Nominated for the Edgar Award for Best Juvenile Fiction
• Fall 2010 Indie Next Pick
• Kirkus Reviews Best of 2010 Children and Teens Books
• New York Public Library 2010 Pick: 100 Titles for Reading and
Sharing
• Junior Library Guild Selection
• ABC 2010 New Voices Selection
• SIBA 2010 Okra Award Winner
• Winner of AudioFile Earphones Award
• Audie Awards Finalist in the Teen Category
• Children’s Literature Assembly 2011 Noteable Children’s Book
in the Language Arts
• World Book Night 2014 Selection
• Selected for the Children’s Book Council Showcase Family
Heritage

“Move over, Nancy Drew. There’s a new girl sleuth in
town: a fourth-grader named Zora Neale Hurston.
Vividly imagined…This mystery not only thrills and
chills but vibrantly evokes a small Southern town in
the early twentieth century.”

—The Washington Post

“Thrilling and heartbreaking.”

—Booklist (starred review)

“A great summer read but an even better winter’s tale
around the fire. I’m so glad I’m still a child so I can
enjoy, without apology, Zora and Me.”

—Nikki Giovanni

“An adventure story featuring Hurston as a kind of ‘girl
detective.’” —USA Today
“A stunning work of imagination and a deeply necessary
read. Young readers will not only learn about
our history of slavery and Jim Crow, they will ask
themselves where they stand in American history.”

—Michael Eric Dyson, New York Times bestelling author of
Tears We Cannot Stop: A Sermon to White America

“This mystery not only thrills and chills but vibrantly
evokes a small Southern town in the early twentieth
centiry.”—The Washington Post
“Simon keeps the plot moving briskly and sustains
suspense even as she folds in truly profound, timely,
and important themes.”

—The Horn Book (starred review)

“...a thought-provoking look at racially motivated
violence and the enduring wounds of slavery.”

—Publishers Weekly

“Evokes a world of un-self-conscious blackness and
children steeped in games and fantasy in a moral, tightknit community.”

“An extraordinary, richly imagined coming-of-age story
about a young Zora Neale Hurston, the long, cruel
reach of slavery, and the power of community.”

“A spirit of gentleness pervades this story, along with an
air of mystery and natural magic.”

“T.R. Simon’s writing does elegant justice to the grownup
Hurston’s genius as a writer as well as to the character
she apparently was as a child.”

—The New York Times

—School Library Journal

—Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

—Shelf Awareness (starred review)

“The authors’ language catches the time and place…
The story is insightful about the emotional needs of
characters young and old.”—Chicago Tribune

“Simon offers keen insight into how the past affects the
present, no matter how many years between them.”

“Debut authors Bond and Simon do their subject proud,
spinning a tale about the childhood of writer Zora
Neale Hurston, who ‘didn’t have any trouble telling a fib
or stretching a story for fun.’…the authors adeptly evoke
a racially fraught era and formative events—whether
they’re true or true enough—in Hurston’s youth.”

“Indeed, this is a powerful story that will stick with
readers.”—School Library Connection

—Publishers Weekly

“..this makes a satisfying read for historical fiction buffs.”

—Booklist
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—School Library Journal (starred review)

“A thoroughly gripping story and a lively portrait of
friendship.”—The Toronto Star

ENDORSED BY THE
ZORA NEALE HURSTON TRUST

OSKAR AND THE EIGHT
BLESSINGS
by T.R. Simon and Mark Siegel

Roaring Brook

WINNER OF THE 2015 JEWISH BOOK AWARD

A refugee seeking sanctuary from the horrors of Kristallnacht, Oskar arrives by ship in New York
City with only a photograph and an address for an aunt he has never met. It is both the seventh day
of Hanukkah and Christmas Eve, 1938. As Oskar walks the length of Manhattan, from the Battery to
his new home in the north of the city, he experiences the city’s many holiday sights, and encounters
it various residents. Each offers Oskar a small act of kindness, welcoming him to the city and helping
him on his way to a new life in the new world. This is a heartwarming, timeless picture book.
NAMED ONE OF THE “15 CHRISTMAS AND HOLIDAY BOOKS FOR KIDS TO READ IN 2019” BY
THE TODAY SHOW

“Eloquently rendered in art and text. . . The descriptive
prose has lyrical touches, while vibrantly accented, softlyshaded illustrations incorporate varying perspectives and
historical details.”

—Booklist (starred review)

“A wonderful, heartwarming picture book for any library at
any time of year.”

—School Library Journal (starred review)

“Wonderfully original in every way.”

—Publishers Weekly (starred review)

RICHARD SIMON and TANYA SIMON are a husband-and-wife writing team. Richard is chair of
the language department at an independent school and is co-author of a successful off-Broadway
play. Tanya is co-author of the children’s novel Zora and Me, winner of a Coretta Scott King/John
Steptoe Award for New Talent. They live in Westchester, New York. Oskar and the Eight Blessings
is their first picture book.
MARK SIEGEL has illustrated a number of picture books, including the Texas Bluebonnet winner,
Seadogs, with Lisa Wheeler, and the Siebert Honor book To Dance, with his wife, Siena Cherson
Siegel. He wrote and illustrated the New York Times bestselling graphic novel Sailor Twain, Or
the Mermaid in the Hudson. He lives in New York with his family.
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THE STRANGE AND BEAUTIFUL SORROWS OF AVA LAVENDER Love makes us such fools.
Generations of the Roux family have learned this lesson the hard way. Foolish love appears to be
the family birthright, in fact, which casts an ominous fate for its most recent progeny: twins Ava
and Henry Lavender. Henry is mute for much of his young life, and Ava—in all other ways a normal
girl—is born with the wings of a bird.
In a quest to understand her peculiar disposition and a growing desire to fit in with her peers,
sixteen-year-old Ava delves into her family’s past and ventures into the wider world, ill prepared for
what she might discover and naive to the twisted motives of others. Others like the pious Nathaniel
Sorrows, who mistakes Ava for an angel and whose obsession with her grows until the night of
the summer solstice celebration. That night, the skies open up, rain and feathers fill the air, and
both Ava’s quest and her family’s saga build to a dark and heartbreaking crescendo. A layered and
haunting mythology of what it means to be born with a heart that is tragically, exquisitely human.

“Rich with lyrical and whimsical writing, Leslye Walton’s debut
aches with the exquisite slow burn of a beautiful, heartbreaking,
and messy love story generations in the making. Equally haunting
and hopeful, The Strange and Beautiful Sorrows of Ava Lavender
imaginatively explores the real-life questions of why we love and
how we choose to hold on to it.”

—Kiera Cass, #1 New York Times bestselling author of the Selection series

THE PRICE GUIDE TO THE OCCULT When Rona Blackburn landed on Anathema Island more than
a century ago, her otherworldly skills might have benefited friendlier neighbors. Guilt and fear
instead led the island’s original eight settlers to burn “the witch” out of her home. So Rona cursed
them. Fast-forward one hundred–some years: All Nor Blackburn wants is to live an unremarkable
teenage life. She has reason to hope: First, her supernatural powers, if they can be called that,
are unexceptional. Second, her love life is nonexistent, which means she might escape the other
perverse side effect of the matriarch’s backfiring curse, too. But then a mysterious book comes
out, promising to cast any spell for the right price. Nor senses a storm coming and is pretty sure
she’ll be smack in the eye of it. In her second novel, Leslye Walton spins a dark, mesmerizing tale
of a girl stumbling along the path toward self-acceptance and first love, even as the Price Guide’s
malevolent author—Nor’s own mother—looms and threatens to strangle any hope for happiness.
“In succinct, evocative sentences, Walton paints vivid scenes while maintaining a gripping
plot. Addressing abandonment, self-harm, first love, and other topics, Walton weaves a
rewardingly complex tale that brims with suspense and romance.”
—Publishers Weekly (starred review)
LESLYE WALTON has an MA in Writing. When she’s not writing, she teaches middle-school students how to read and
write and, most important, how to be kind to one another, even on days when they don’t really feel like it. She is currently
working on her next novel. Leslye Walton lives in Seattle.
LEAD AGENT:

Bernadette Baker-Baughman

Victoria Sanders and Associates LLC

RIGHTS INQUIRIES:

Bernadette Baker-Baughman • BBaker@VictoriaSanders.com
+1 212-633-8811

VictoriaSanders.com

Praise for

LESLYE WALTON
THE STRANGE AND BEAUTIFUL SORROWS
OF AVA LAVENDER
• Winner of the PEN Center Award, the Washington Books
Award, and the Pacific Northwest Book Award
• YALSA William C. Morris YA Debut Award finalist
• Nominated for CBC’s Teen Choice Book of the Year
• Nominated for GoodReads Best Books of 2014
• Children’s Choice Book Awards Teen Choice
Debut Author Finalist
• 2015 Waterstones Children’s Book Prize Best Book
for Teens Shortlist
• Andre Norton Award for Young Adult Science Fiction
and Fantasy finalist
• ALA Best Fiction for Young Adults
• #1 on the Spring 2014 Kids’ Indie Next List
• Spring 2014 ABA New Voices Selection
• Amazon.com Best Books of 2014: Teen & Young Adult
• School Library Journal Best Books of 2014
• Publishers Weekly Best Books of 2014
• Hudson Booksellers Best Books of Summer 2014
• American Booksellers for Children Best Books of 2014
• Bustle Magazine Top 25 YA Books of 2014
• Boston Globe’s Best Young Adult Novels of 2014
• Texas Library Association 2015 High School Reading List
• YALSA’s 2015 Best Fiction for Young Adults List

“In a sweeping intergenerational story infused
with magical realism, debut author Leslye Walton
tethers grand themes of love and loss to the
earthbound sensibility of Ava Lavender as she
recollects one life-altering summer as a teenager…
Walton presents challenges that most teens will
hopefully never face. She writes of love, betrayal,
birth, murder, affection and rape—and wraps them
in prose so radiant that readers feel carried by
Ava’s narrative. The heroine’s humor and wisdom
as she looks back at her life let us know that she is
a survivor.”

—Shelf Awareness (starred review)

“Walton’s sophomore effort is haunting and,
especially in the last act, thrilling.”
—School Library Journal
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“Walton’s novel is both strange and beautiful in the
best of ways…It is beautifully crafted and paced,
mystical yet grounded by universal themes and
sympathetic characters. A unique book, highly
recommended for readers looking for something a
step away from ordinary.”

—School Library Journal (starred review)

“[A]n entrancing and sumptuously written
multigenerational novel wrapped in the language
of fable, magical realism, and local legend…It’s
a story that adults and teenagers can appreciate
equally.”

—Publishers Weekly (starred review)

“Walton conjures a rich sense of place in her
sophomore novel, and the backstory of the
Blackburn women is undeniably fascinating.
Additionally, she does an excellent job handling
the topic of Nor’s self-harm: Nor’s already sought
treatment by the time her story begins, and
though her compulsive thoughts and anxiety are
still there, she’s learned how to manage those
thoughts in a healthy way...the eerie atmosphere,
lyrical language, and romance subplot will still
entrance many.”

—Booklist

“The story’s language is gorgeous.”

—Kirkus Reviews

“Harrowing and effortlessly lyrical, intoxicating
without being too brutal to read…A must-read.”

—The Guardian

